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Flannel-Lined
PANTS

WARM FLANNEL-LINED

2  2999*pairs
for

3 for 42.65    4 for 55.25

Flannel-Lined

PANTS

Grey
Heather

Black

Tan

Navy

ALL THESE SIZES! Waist: 
32  34  36  38  40  42  44

*Big Men Sizes:  46 48 50
add just $4 more per pair

Inseams:   S(27-28)
M(29-30)  L(31-32)  XL(33-34)
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Haband.com
Shop Online:

Ice
House
Blue

Not $50!
Under $15 a pair

from Haband!

Order Now!

100%  machine 

Wash  & Wear!100%  machine 

Wash  & Wear!

Good
Looking

and
WARM!

Good
Looking

and
WARM!

Now with

Pro-Tech®!
Spills and splashes

roll right off!

Whether you work in an 
Ice House, or just want to 
cut back on heating bills,
you need these Elastic Waist
Flannel-Lined Winter Pants!
• Rugged outer cotton/polyester 

twill with ProTech®.
• Brushed flannel inside 

is warm cotton/polyester!
• Double Pre-Shrunk 

and Mercerized.
• 5 Pockets! 2 flannel-lined

front, 2 back & inside 
coin pocket!

• Full s-t-r-e-t-c-h 
waist with sturdy 
snap closure 
and zipper fly!

• Hefty
belt loops.

Warmest,
Comfiest
Pants 
a guy 
Could
Buy!

Top-to-ToeWarm!

On-Line Quick Order

Visa    MasterCard    Discover® Network AmEx    Check

When you pay by check, you authorize us to use information from your check to clear it electronically. Funds may be withdrawn from 
your account as soon as the same day we receive your payment, and you will not receive your check back from your financial institution.

TAN02
BLACK01

GREY HEATHER6J
NAVY03

ICE HOUSE BLUE8V

–01N327ET WHAT
WAIST?

WHAT
INSEAM?

HOW
MANY?

Haband 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Peckville, PA 18452
Send ____ slacks. I enclose $________ purchase price plus $5.99 
toward postage. In GA add tax.

Card # ________________________________________Exp.: ______/_____

Mr. Mrs. Ms. ___________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________ Apt. # ______

City & State _____________________________________ Zip ___________
E-mail _________________________________________________________
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time!

  Duke Habernickel 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Peckville, PA 18452 

  Duke Habernickel 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Peckville, PA 18452 
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Have You Or A Loved One Suffered From

MESOTHELIOMA
After Working Around

ASBESTOS?

CALL TOLL FREE 1-877-VET-MESO
8 7 7 - 8 3 8 - 6 3 7 6

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience.

Future verdicts or settlements can’t be predicted from firm’s prior results.

Lawyers at Fleming & Associates are licensed in TX with principal offices in Houston, TX and associate with experienced lawyers throughout the U.S.

1330 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 3030
Houston, TX 77056-3019

Mesothelioma has been conclusively linked with expo-
sure to asbestos and asbestos-containing products. Millions
of hardworking men and women in the military that
worked with and around asbestos and asbestos-containing
products may be affected. 

If you or someone you know have been diagnosed with
mesothelioma or lung cancer, you may be able to file a
legal claim against the asbestos industry and collect signif-
icant financial compensation. Call Fleming & Associates
toll free at 1-877-VET-MESO (1-877-838-6376).

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO

MONEY DAMAGESMONEY DAMAGES

Fleming & Associates Has Achieved More Than $1 BILLION 
In Verdicts And Settlements For Clients All Across The United States.
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 I didn’t know that

Shingles had
the potential 
to be serious. 

 More importantly,

I didn’t know
I was at risk.

If you’ve had chickenpox, you’re at risk for this potentially serious disease. 
rash appears, which can last up to 30 days. For most
people, the pain associated with the rash lessens as it
heals. However, for some people, Shingles may lead to
pain that can last for months or even years after the
rash heals. This is called postherpetic neuralgia (PHN).

The pain from PHN can range from burning or
throbbing to pain that is stabbing or shooting. For
many people with PHN, even the touch of soft clothing
or a slight breeze against the skin can be painful.

Shingles can lead to other serious complications that
may include scarring, skin infections, muscle weakness,
and decrease or loss of vision or hearing.

Ask about the facts. Talk to your doctor or healthcare professional today.

Nine out of ten adults in the United States have had
chickenpox. You were probably one of them. Shingles
is caused by the same virus that causes chickenpox.
The virus can remain inactive in your body. If the
virus becomes active again, it can cause Shingles.

The older you get, your risk for
Shingles increases.
As you get older, your immune system weakens.
That means your risk for Shingles increases. In fact,
of the estimated 1 million cases of Shingles in the
United States every year, almost half of them occur
in adults age 60 or older. One out of two people
who live to age 85 will have Shingles.

Shingles can be painful and 
potentially serious.
The first signs of Shingles may include itching,
tingling, and burning. A few days later a blistering

For more information, call 1-888-874-4645
(1-888-8-SHINGLE)or visit shinglesrisk.com
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For many veterans, their battles are far from
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The Magazine for a Strong America

Putting aside all of the noise, 
rhetoric and squabbling over 
Iraq, Ralph Peters cuts to the 
chase. Is this war? Do people 
die in war? If so, then why do 
we abuse ourselves over 
“collateral damage” and every 
other ugly situation?

Does anyone think we 
should play nice? Does anyone 
believe talking to deluded 
maniacs would help? Why do 
we not use the media to repeti-
tively shout the atrocities the 
enemy commits, in all their 
gory detail? Are we so pure that 
we cannot use an enemy’s 
tactics against them? 

Set the rules of engagement 
to kill the enemy, through any 
barrier, through any shield, 
eliminating any of their “politi-
cally correct” defenses, with 
maximum force necessary.

When the 1960s peacenik 
baby boomers complain, remind 
them that they are diluting 

America’s will to conduct war 
with the military force neces-
sary for a successful conclusion. 
They and the political hacks 
they support might try directing 
their criticism at our repulsive 
enemy rather than bray their 
double standard.

Peters’ question of torture is 
also right on the mark. Any 
concern for the welfare of 
deluded, religious and fanatical 
killers held against that of any 
of our loved ones is absolutely 
unsupportable. 

Recent history in Kuwait has 
shown us that these cowards 
only submit to overwhelming 
force. Faced with it, they 
dissolve to sniveling capitula-
tion. Do what needs to be done.

– G.J. Redmond, Marble Hill, Ga.

When I was in the Army 
during the Vietnam War, I 
would have refused to follow an 
order from a lieutenant colonel 

‘Why We Can’t Fight Nice’
Ralph Peters’ article (August) is the most 

truthful assessment of the Iraq war and the 
growing infl uence of the world’s leftist thinkers 
that I have ever seen in print. War is not pretty, and 
we must be willing to go medieval on those who 
will stop at nothing to destroy Western civilization. 
Those who believe we can sit down and discuss 
our diff erences with radical Islamists are naïve. 
I disagree with a number of President Bush’s 
policies, but nothing compares to his trying to 
fi ght a sterile war in an eff ort to appease the left. 

North Vietnamese Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap credits 
the American people for giving the North 
Vietnamese the will to hold on. He said they knew 
they could never defeat the Americans on the 
battlefi eld, but just needed to hang on until the 
disenchantment in America became so great that 
its people would force a withdrawal of U.S. troops. 
The American left refuses to accept this. I would 
think the North Vietnamese would know what 
gave them the strength to hold on. 

We have to allow our military to fi ght like 
warriors, and the American people need to show 
that they still have the resolve to stand up to evil. 
No one can defeat us except ourselves.

– James Gregoire, Fairfi eld, Vt.
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The United States Rare Coin and Bullion Reserve 
Vault Facilities today announce the final release 
of 5,000 U.S. Gov’t Issued Gold Coins previously 
held in The West Point Depository/U.S. Mint. For 
a limited time, U.S. citizens will have the opportu-
nity to purchase these $5 Gov’t Issued Gold Coins 
for the incredible “at-cost” price of only $75.00 
per coin. An amazing price because these U.S. 
Gov’t Issued Gold Coins are completely free of 
dealer markup. That’s correct, our cost. This is 
your final opportunity to buy U.S. Gov’t Issued 
Gold Coins “at-cost.” The Gold market, which 
is currently over $600 an ounce, is predicted by 
experts to have the explosive upside potential of 
reaching up to $2,000/oz. A limit of ten U.S. Gov’t 
Issued Gold Coins per customer will be strictly 
adhered to. The United States Rare Coin and Bul-
lion Reserve will release these U.S. Gov’t Issued 
Gold Coins “at-cost” on a first-come, first-serve 
basis. Orders that are not immediately received or 
reserved with the order center could be subject to 
cancellation and your checks returned uncashed. 
Good luck. We hope that everyone will have a 
chance to purchase this special U.S. Gov’t Issued 
Gold “at-cost.” Order your Gold immediately to 
avoid disappointment. 2007 coins will be shipped 
if oversold. Special arrangements can be made for 
Gold purchases over $50,000.  

5,000 U.S. Gold Coins Authorized for Immediate Release

Authorized by Congress: Public Law 99-185
By Executive Order of Congress Public Law 99-
185, Americans can now buy new Government 
Issued Gold. Congressionally authorized United 
States Gold Coins provide American citizens with a 
way to add physical Gold to their financial portfolios. 
Gold American Eagles are made from solid Gold bars 
mined here in America, forged at the U.S. Mint at 
West Point, and produced with a U.S. Dollar denomi-
nation... making them Legal Tender United States 
Gold Coins. They are highly liquid, easily transport-
able, and, unlike paper assets, American Gold Eagles 
have a tangible value you can feel each time you 

hold your own Gold. Though no one, including The 
United States Rare Coin and Bullion Reserve, can 
guarantee a Gold Coin’s future value will go up or 
down, numerous experts are predicting Gold to reach 
$2,000/oz.  Now is the time to consider converting 
part of your paper assets into Gold. The United States 
Rare Coin and Bullion Reserve has a limited supply 
and urges you to make your vault reservations imme-
diately. Call a Sr. Gold Specialist at 1-800-514-9034 
to start your Gold portfolio and begin protecting your 
wealth today. If you’ve been waiting to move your 
money into Gold, the time is now.  

U.S. Gov’t Issued American Eagle Gold Coins

CALL NOW 
THEY WILL NOT LAST LONG

TOLL FREE

1-800-360-8151
24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

Vault No. TAFL14F-70

MASTER CARD • VISA • AMEX
DISCOVER • CHECK

BEGINNING TODAY, TELEPHONE ORDERS
WILL BE ACCEPTED ON A FIRST-COME, 

FIRST-SERVE BASIS ACCORDING TO THE 
TIME AND DATE OF THE ORDER

Minimum Order 5 Gold Coins

1 – 2006 Gov’t Issue Gold Coin      $   73.00
5 – 2006 Gov’t Issue Gold Coins    $ 365.00
10 – 2006 Gov’t Issue Gold Coins  $ 730.00

SPECIAL AT-COST OFFER LIMITED TO PURCHASES OF $730.00
OR LESS PLUS SHIPPING & INSURANCE

Gov’t Gold Order Deadline November 1, 2007

BEGINNING TODAY, TELEPHONE ORDERS WILL BE 
ACCEPTED ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVE BASIS 
ACCORDING TO THE TIME AND DATE OF THE ORDER.

Gov’t Issued Gold Coin 

1-800-514-9034
MASTER CARD • VISA • AMEX • DISCOVER • CHECK

$7500
EACH

ONLY

Call Toll Free 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

VAULT CODE: AL16-75

Distributor of Government Issued Gold & Silver. Not Affiliated With the U.S. Government.

U.S. GOV’T GOLD

SPECIAL AT-COST OFFER LIMITED TO PURCHASES 
OF $750.00 OR LESS PLUS SHIPPING & INSURANCE. 

MINIMUM ORDER 5 GOLD COINS.

© 2007 United States Rare Coin & Bullion Reserve. 

Coins enlarged to show detail.U.S. Gov’t Issued American Eagle Gold Coins

FINAL VAULT OFFERING
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to torture prisoners. But regard-
ing torture of prisoners of war, 
Ralph Peters argues, “It is mad-
ness to declare that there can 
never be exceptions.” The test as 
to whether torture is legal is 
simple: no technique should be 
used that, if used by an enemy 
on an American, would be 
regarded as a violation of U.S. 
or international law. 

What if an enemy offi cer were 
to decide that the torture of a  
U.S. soldier is needed to protect 
his fellow soldiers? Would Peters 
regard that as legal or morally 
acceptable? 

Peters also argues that losing 
is the supreme immorality. If the 
United States adopted tactics of 
torturing prisoners, that would 
be losing. Success is getting rid 
of Saddam Hussein and his 
government’s torture of prison-
ers. Would Peters describe 
Saddam’s regime as successful? 

Success is not a destination, 
but the quality of your journey. 

– Jim Wangerin, Deer Lodge, Mont.

I read the article by retired 
Army Lt. Col. Ralph Peters. I 
could not agree more. When a 
nation, through its leaders, 
decides to take a belligerent 
attitude toward its neighbors or 
toward the rest of the world, 
then that nation should be 
permitted to experience the full 
wrath of those it has wronged. 

It is up to the citizens of a 
nation to do what it takes to hold 
their leaders accountable so that 
such retribution does not occur. 
When such citizens become 
complicit, through sins of omis-
sion and commission, in the 
rogue actions of its nation, then 
they should expect to experience   
the consequences along with the 
leadership, elected or otherwise.

War is not a game, subject to 
“rules of engagement.” It is a 
kill-or-be-killed controlled chaos 

and destruction. When diplo-
macy has failed and the generals 
and admirals are told to take 
action, then the time for diplo-
mats and politicians has passed. 
Their voices should be limited to 
unifi ed and unwavering support 
of the military until those 
generals and admirals report that 
the goals have been achieved. 
The goal of the civilian leader-
ship during the action should be 
to provide all the manpower, 
money and material needed by 
the military to achieve those 
goals in the most effi cient and 
effective manner possible.

– Larry Dean Holman, Philadelphia

‘Me, The Machine and the Wind’
I enjoyed the interview with 

Medal of Honor recipient Gary 
Wetzel (August), who didn’t let a 
missing arm stop him from 
enjoying motorcycling. As a 
World War II soldier and biker, 
I share his passion to travel 
America on two wheels. There’s 
a connection between military 
service and motorcycling. In the 
service, individuals learn disci-
pline, and to respect themselves, 
their comrades and offi cers, their 
branch of service and America. 
Trained by the best, recruits do 
the best job with the best equip-
ment. They focus when called to 
protect the United States and the 
Constitution. God bless them, 
one and all.

Disciplined bikers, individu-
ally or with their comrades, 
experience the thrills of high-
ways and byways: city streets, 
urban and country roads, and 
straight-away fl ats. Like mili-
tary members on a mission, 
bikers focus on where they 
want to go and what they’re 
going to do.

Military training prepared 
me for decades of riding, enjoy-
ing America from the seat of my 
motorcycle. Thanks for your 

article as I begin driving into 
the sunset, toward the end of 
my road.

– Joseph E. Hicswa, Passaic, N.J.

After reading this interview, 
I believe there is no one out 
there any better to lead our 
Legacy Run and represent us 
than this true American hero. 
God bless you, Gary.

– Larry Bahr, North Dakota 10th District
director, American Legion Riders

I am a World War II Navy 
veteran who served in England 
before D-Day and later in the 
South Pacifi c during the libera-
tion of the Philippines. I attended 
the dedication of the National 
World War II Memorial in 
Washington with my wife, my 
daughter, one son, a nephew and 
his brother. They would say the 
same thing I am about to say 
about Rolling Thunder members.

We had contact with many 
Rolling Thunder riders at the 
hotel where we were staying. 
They were polite and asked if 
there was anything they could do 
for us. Quite a few approached 
me and thanked me for serving. 
One helped my daughter take a 
picture of me at the memorial. It 
was so crowded that day, and the 
lines were long. The rider stepped 
in front of the line of people and 
held them up until my daughter 
was able to snap the photo. 

– Vincent W. Cilurso, Aldan, Pa.

‘Flares, Fog & Faith’
It makes me proud to be an 

American when reading about 
men like Maj. Gen. Patrick Brady 
(August), who risked their lives 
daily to protect our country in 
time of war – men who, like 
Brady, have a fi rm belief in God. 
Our country was founded on 
those beliefs.

In November 1987, I was 
invited to the Medal of Honor 
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❏ Charge my: ❏ Visa   ❏ Amex   ❏ MC   ❏ Discover

Send Order To: American Research Institute, Dept. AL-8
773 Victory Highway, West Greenwich, RI 02817

FREE DELIVERY on All Orders!

Order Online at: www.AmpliEar.com

Try Ampli-Ear RISK FREE!
Easy. Simple. Honest.
Try Ampli-Ear for yourself for an entire
month. If you are unhappy for ANY reason
... Just send it back for a Complete and
Immediate Refund. No Questions Asked.
Easy. Simple. Honest.

The Nation’s Very Best!
All new Digital circuitry  - and the Digital

Enhanced Capacitor - amplifies sound like never
before! American Research Institute testing rates
the new Mega-AmpliEar a full 100 out of 100
points for clarity, amplification, and comfort!

Yes! The NEW Mega Ampli-Ear is 100%
adjustable (now designed to be adjustable for
the smallest to the largest ear opening), fits
both men and women - and is nearly invisible
in your ear. So, end those embarrassing
moments. Never apologize again for not being
able to hear. Begin to:

◆ Hear the QUIETEST Whispers
◆ Listen to the FAINTEST Phone Conversations 
◆ Watch TV with the volume on LOW
◆ CLEARLY hear conversations in a crowded room

Trust AmpliEar Quality
◆ Mega Comfort-Five silicone Ear tips
◆ Mega Discrete-Mega Small size
◆ Mega Power-Digital Technology Amplifies

Like never Before!
◆ Mega Value-Not $500-Just $34.50 Direct

From the Manufacturer!
◆ Mega Easy-Easy sound adjustment and

Easy battery Changes!

NEARLY INVISIBLE

☛The Darn Things Work!
“I purchased two Ampli-Ears
because someone came up with a
hearing device that didn’t cost an
arm and a leg. What I did not expect
is - that at that price - the darn
things work!” - Mr. A.F., Racine, Wisconsin

© ARI 2007

Page 08



OCTOBER 2007   |    THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE

THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 
Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verifi cation. All letters published are subject to editing.

Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged.
The American Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206

magazine@legion.org

Convention in Irvine, Calif., 
which Brady also attended. 
When he needed to return to 
Washington on Sunday morning, 
I had the privilege of driving 
him to the Los Angeles airport, 
which I will always remember. 
This article reminded me of that 
day I was able to spend some 
time with a man I admire. 

– Tex Powell, Fullerton, Calif.

Editor’s note – Retired Maj. Gen. 
Patrick Brady currently is working 
on a book, “Dead Men Flying,” 
about the origins and accomplish-
ments of Dust Off missions in 
Vietnam. “Flares, Fog & Faith” 
will be included in the book.

‘The Veteran Rookie’
As a child I enjoyed Little 

League Baseball. I played with 
the Mid-Town League in Edison, 
N.J., and wore No. 7 on my 
Indians uniform – the No. 7 
for my hero, Mickey Mantle. 
I followed the Yankees through 
my Marine Corps enlistment. 
I served two tours in Vietnam. 
When Major League Baseball 
went on strike in the 1990s, 
I quit. No more baseball. 

Yesterday my American Legion 
Magazine arrived. I read every 
article in it, and got to “The 
Veteran Rookie” (Rapid Fire). I 
read it once, then twice. My 
mind went to my youth. That’s 
what I wanted to do. The look in 
Cooper’s eyes and the determina-
tion on his face made me a 
believer again. Thanks, Cooper, 
for bringing me back.

– Robert Onifer, Lawrenceville, Pa.

Editor’s note – Cooper Brannan 
pitched last summer for the 

Padres in the rookie-level Arizona 
League. The right-hander from 
Houston was 1-3 with an 
8.41 ERA in 15 relief appearanc-
es as of mid-August.

Embryonic stem-cell research
In Big Issues (August), 

Sen. Johnny Isakson, R-Ga., 
argues that using embryonic 
stem cells is a loss of a “poten-
tial” human being. So is war. 
As a college biology professor for 
30 years, I dealt with this issue 
repeatedly in introductory 
biology classes. I asked my 
students if at their age, an 
average of 20, they had reached 
their potential, and they said 
they had not. I even point out 
that I, 40 years their senior, did 
not know if I had reached my 

potential. I then asked when a 
human being does, in fact, 
reach his potential. The answer 
is unknown.

Information indicates that 
more than half of the fertilized 
embryos never implant and at 
least a third of those that do 
implant do not survive to full 
term. Thus, nature eliminates 
approximately two-thirds of all 
fertilized eggs (embryos). That’s 
a lot of potential. Carrying this 
further, the average human 
female will ovulate approximate-
ly 500 eggs in a lifetime. Every 
egg that goes unfertilized is a 
potential loss. As you can see, 
when this issue is carried out 
fully, it becomes impossible 
to achieve 100 percent of 
the potentials.

It is time for the moralists to 
learn some basic biology and 
accept reality.

– R.D. Decker, Richard, Va.

‘A Soldier’s Husband’
In the August issue, Clarence 

Barnes of Longview, Texas, 
writes, “Why does the military 
take women into the service who 
are mothers?” (Vet Voice). 
Because some want to serve 
their country, the same as men. 
Others want to get some form of 
education. Others may want to 
get married and have children. 
They have a right to choose, just 
like you and I do. We fought for 
that right in previous confl icts. 

I agree that 17- to 28-year-olds 
should be more concerned about 
learning what life is about before 
they take the step of marriage. 
However, they still have a right 
to choose.

– James B. Beyersdorf, Pittsfi eld, Vt.

9

To honor our military dads

The American Legion Magazine 
plans to honor military and veteran 
fatherhood with a special tribute in 
June 2008. Readers are urged to 
share, in 250 words or less, 
personal anecdotes of 
extraordinary fatherhood by those 
who have served, or are still 
serving, in the U.S. Armed Forces. 
Letters can describe what it means 
to be a military dad or what it’s like 
to have been raised by one.

Submissions cannot be returned, 
so do not send originals. Please 
include contact information.

Send your submission to:
The American Legion Magazine 
PO Box 1055 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 
c/o Father’s Day tribute

or e-mail
magazine@legion.org
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VISIT MERCURYVEHICLES.COM/LEGION TO PRINT OUT A PERSONALIZED 
$400 E-COUPON THAT CAN BE REDEEMED AT YOUR LINCOLN MERCURY DEALER.

The all-new 2008 Mercury Sable. 
Safe enough to earn a fi ve-star crash test rating.*
It even has the ability to help secure a child’s education.

$100 will be donated to The American Legacy Scholarship Fund when 
you purchase or lease a new 2008 Mercury Sable. Plus, you’ll save $400**

on top of any current public offer just for being a Legionnaire, member of 

the Auxiliary or SAL. Mercury and The American Legion have once again 

aligned forces to support The American Legacy Scholarship Fund. It helps 

provide a college education for children who lost a parent in active duty 

since 9/11. You can join in this fight by purchasing any eligible Mercury 

or Lincoln, including the smart and spacious all-new 2008 Mercury Sable.
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An Internet neutrality policy

Rep. Edward J. Markey, 
D-Mass.
n Markey is chairman of the 
House Subcommittee on 
Telecommunications and the Internet.

SUPPORT
Sen. Ted Stevens, 
R-Alaska
n Stevens is vice chairman of the 
Committee on Commerce, Science 
and Transportation.

OPPOSE

During the past decades, the Internet has 
become an unparalleled vehicle for innovation, 
commerce, entrepreneurial activity, education and 
civic conversation. The open architecture of the 
Internet fostered and encouraged its growth, 
allowing it to become the 
resource that it is today. 
Unfortunately, broadband 
network owners would like to 
see this structure changed. 

U.S. leadership in develop-
ment of high technology is 
directly related to historic policies that opened 
telecommunications networks to all lawful uses 
and all users. Because it is relatively cheap and 
easy to gain access to the Internet, innovation has 
fl ourished, creating thousands of new jobs and 
furthering education. 

Moves by broadband network owners to impose 
virtual “tolls” or bottlenecks on this information 
super-highway endanger economic growth, 
innovation, job creation and the First Amendment 
freedom of expression on such networks. Broad-
band network owners should not be able to 
determine who can and who cannot offer services 
over broadband networks or over the Internet.

A network-neutrality policy to safeguard Internet 
freedom based upon the principle of nondiscrimi-
nation is essential to ensure that broadband 
telecommunications networks remain open to 
independent service and content providers, and to 
give certainty to entrepreneurs, innovators, 
investors and others who rely upon the Internet for 
commercial reasons. 

Public policy should ensure that the current 
successful Internet model continues to drive 
innovation and economic growth. Too much is at 
stake to abandon the open World Wide Web 
architecture and entrust it to the “worldwide 
whims” of phone and cable industries.

CONTACT YOUR LEADERS 
The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121
The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121

As the Internet continues its rise as a powerful 
economic engine for our nation, Americans stand 
at a digital divide. Threatening our progress, “net 
neutrality” is unneeded Internet regulation that 
would hamper future innovations and invest-

ment. Our nation is falling 
behind Europe and Asia in 
high-speed broadband 
applications. New govern-
ment intervention, like “net 
neutrality,” will delay future 
innovations in telemedicine, 

entertainment and communications.
Without government regulation, the Internet 

evolved from processing simple e-mail applications 
and text Web pages to a robust and comprehensive 
communication and entertainment medium. Who 
knew that YouTube and Voice-over Internet 
Protocol (VoIP) could emerge so quickly? More 
importantly, no one knows what future high-speed 
Internet applications are possible. Congress should 
not prevent tomorrow’s innovations by regulating 
today’s Internet.

Economists and Internet pioneers like Dave 
Farber and Robert Kahn have sounded the alarm. 
Congress should not regulate the Internet to fi x a 
problem that does not exist. U.S. News and World 
Report cites a University of California-Berkeley 
study stating that stifl ing competition, investment 
and innovation through “net neutrality” will keep 
broadband prices high and quality low, hurting the 
general public it was intended to protect. Net 
regulation would place the cost of expensive 
upgrades to permit new commercial Internet 
applications on the backs of all consumers, forcing 
many to pay for capabilities they do not want or 
need. This increase in consumer costs for enter-
tainment like movie downloads or video games 
will expand the digital divide. Broadband access is 
critical to future jobs and to the economy.

THE HEART OF THE ISSUE

Internet providers say “net neutrality” 
means more regulation and less 

innovation. Advocates say it preserves free 
and open access to information sources. 
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YES. I wish to order the following exclusive Military Career Service
Ring, personalized with my initials and year dates of service.
PLEASE SEND ME A FREE AMERICAN FLAG PIN.

Service: Army Navy Marine Corps

Career Insignia: (A1-A12, N1-N16, M1-M11), see pictures & numbers above: ____

Ring Size: ___ Initials (3): ____ ____ ____ Svc. Yrs: _____to_____
(A ring size guide will be sent to you to assure proper fit. Or, you may check with your jeweler.)

I Need Send No Money Now.
I will be billed in four monthly installments of $49.75* each with the first
payment due prior to shipment. My satisfaction is completely guaranteed
or I may return my ring within 30 days for replacement or refund.
* Price guaranteed for only 30 days, because of increasing cost of silver and gold.
* Plus $9.95 for engraving, shipping, and handling. PA residents add 6% state sales tax

Shipping Address: (We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes) Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery.

Name: ______________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

City:_____________________________ State:________ Zip: __________

Phone #: (___________) ________________________________________

Signature: ____________________________________________________

Or, Mail to: Veterans Commemoratives™ Military Career Service Rings, Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599
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We are proud to introduce our new,
exclusive series of Army, Navy and

Marine Corps Military Career Service
Rings, crafted in Sterling Silver and
detailed with 22 Karat Antiqued Gold.

• U.S. Army, Navy or Marine Corps in
bold lettering surrounds a solid
10kt gold Service Emblem and
brilliant capstone. (Army Black Onyx,

Navy Sapphire Blue, Marine Corps Red)

• Your Service Career and Branch emblems
are featured on the sides (Marine Corps
with Iwo Jima Flag Raising).
(See choices at right and below)

• Inside band is solid and smooth
for maximum comfort. Our rings
are never hollowed out.

• Inside of band is engraved with your
initials and years of service.

• Thank You priced at just $199*, with
affordable payment plan available.

T O H O N O R M E N & W O M E N O F T H E U N I T E D S TAT E S M I L I TA RY

ARMOR FIELD
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A3 A7

A8 A9 A10

INTRODUCING OUR OFFICIAL ARMY, NAVY & MARINE CORPS

MILITARY CAREER SERVICE RINGS
HANDCRAFTED IN AMERICA FEATURING YOUR SERVICE AND CAREER EMBLEMS

Navy Ring
shown with
NAVY SERVICE

UNITED STATES

NAVY
CAREER SERVICE

UNITED STATES

MARINE CORPS
CAREER SERVICE

UNITED STATES ARMYCAREER SERVICE

Army Ring
shown with
ARMY SERVICE

NEW!

FOR OTHER FINE MILITARY RINGS, WATCHES & COLLECTIBLES VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COM

MILITARY
POLICE

INFANTRY SPECIAL
FORCES

MEDICAL
CORPS

ORDNANCE
CORPS

CAVALRY

RANGER

AVIATION

ELECTRICIAN’S
MATE
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DRILL
INSTRUCTOR

M10
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DIVISION

M11

6TH MARINE
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4TH MARINE
AIR WING

3RD MARINE
AIR WING

2ND MARINE
AIR WING

1ST MARINE
AIR WING

4TH MARINE
DIVISION

1ST MARINE
DIVISION

CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER: 1-800-255-3048
Monday - Friday from 9am - 5pm EST Have Credit card and ring size ready when ordering.

Marine Corps Ring
shown with

2ND MARINE DIVISION M2

© ICM 2006-2007 CARRIN-ALM-1007

AIR FORCE
CAREER SERVICE RINGS

ALSO AVAILABLE!
VISIT VETCOM.COM FOR DETAILS.

FREE
FLAG PIN
with every order.
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Volunteers representing the 32 victims shot to death 
on the Virginia Tech campus last April hold candles 

during a memorial service in Columbia, Md. AP
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In 1921, the English writer G.K. Chesterton 
traveled to the United States and wrote about 

what he found here. He joined an esteemed club of 
other foreigners who have come to understand 
America better, in many ways, than we under-
stand ourselves. Of America, Chesterton wrote, 
“(S)uns and moons and meteors pass and fi ll our 
skies with a fl eeting and almost theatrical confl a-
gration; and wherever the old shadow stoops upon 
the earth, the stars return.” We remind ourselves 
of shadows and suns in thinking about the awful 
tragedy in Blacksburg, Va., last April.

A most beautiful day in Virginia became a dark 
nightmare when a crazed gunman shot and killed 
students and professors at his university. That sort 
of thing is not supposed to happen in America. It 
certainly was not supposed to happen again, after 
Columbine in Colorado, or after Nickel Mines in 
Pennsylvania. This kind of event, this kind of 
slaughter, is a modern occurrence in America. 
One thinks of the madman climbing the University 
of Texas clock tower and cutting down fellow 
students in 1966. One thinks of the shooting at 
the Luby’s cafeteria in Killeen, Texas, in 1991. 
Or Columbine. Or Nickel Mines. But the memory 
stops short there.

Schools were once considered safe places in 
America. They were always considered important, 
and still are. But as we refl ect on that dark April 
day in Virginia, our task as Americans becomes 
new today, because there’s always a good story, 
no matter how horrible the tragedy. And the good 
story becomes as important, if not more impor-
tant, than the tragic one.

I will not tarnish this page with the name of the 
Blacksburg assassin; we have heard it enough and 
would that we had never heard it at all. But the 

name we cannot forget – the name we must never 
forget – is interestingly also not the kind of name 
one usually associates with American tradition: 
Liviu Librescu. And yet one Liviu Librescu saved 
Americans, and helped save a part of America, 
that April day.

A 76-year-old Holocaust survivor from Romania, 
Librescu had lived under Nazis and communists 
but won his freedom in 1978 and emigrated to 
Israel. A professor of aeronautical engineering, 
he took a sabbatical at Virginia Tech in 1985 and 
adopted America as his new country. When the 
assassin tried to storm Librescu’s classroom last 
April, Librescu blocked the door with his body, 
holding off the gunman so his students could 
jump out the window to safety. 

Liviu Librescu did not ultimately prevail over 
the younger, stronger gunman and was the fi rst 
person shot dead when the killer broke through 
the barricade. But several students were not shot, 
and live today, because Librescu bought them time 
and instructed them to escape. He survived Hitler 
and died in Blacksburg, but he died a hero, saving 
Americans, repaying the gift of the combined 
efforts of the Allies who saved his life in World 
War II. There are always heroes in America.

As early as 1974, at another time when Ameri-
cans were not feeling too good about their country 
or their institutions, Ronald Reagan was thinking 
about our history and our timeless mission. He 
concluded a major speech, while sharing a stage 
with war heroes, by saying: “We are not a sick 
society. A sick society could not produce the men 
that set foot on the moon, or who are now circling 
the earth above us in the Skylab. A sick society 
bereft of morality and courage did not produce the 
men who went through those years of torture and 

The Last Best Hope
Even in the dark shadow of last April’s Virginia Tech shootings,
the essence of America shines for the rest of the world. 

BY WILLIAM J. BENNETT
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captivity in Vietnam. Where did we fi nd such 
men? They are typical of this land, as the founding 
fathers were typical. We found them in our streets, 
in the offi ces, the shops and the working places of 
our country and on the farms.

“We cannot escape our destiny, nor should 
we try to do so. The leadership of the free world 
was thrust upon us two centuries ago in that little 
hall of Philadelphia. In the days following World 
War II, when the economic strength and power of 
America was all that stood between the world and 
a return to the dark ages, Pope Pius XII said, 
‘The American people have a great genius for 
splendid and unselfi sh actions. Into the hands of 
America God has placed the destinies of an 
affl icted mankind.’

“We are indeed, and we are today, the last best 
hope of man on earth.”

Ronald Reagan was right, as was Abraham 
Lincoln. Whether we are immigrants or natural-
born citizens, whether we are Democrats, Republi-
cans or independents, whether we are governors or 
the governed, we are the last best hope of earth. If 
we take on the complete study of our country 
again – the good, the bad and the sometimes ugly 
– we will realize that for every anti-hero, there are  
hundreds of heroes; for every dark moment, there 
are thousands of rays of light to be seen through 
the passing clouds. 

A little over a decade later, Reagan explained in 
his second inaugural address how, in America, 
we can still hear the echoes of our past. “A gener-
al falls to his knees in the hard snow of Valley 
Forge,” he said. “A lonely president paces the 
darkened halls and ponders his struggle to pre-
serve the Union, the men of the Alamo call out 
encouragement to each other, a settler pushes west 
and sings a song, and the song echoes out forever 
and fi lls the unknowing air.” Reagan reminded us 
that the song of our history “is the American 
sound. It is hopeful, big-hearted, idealistic, daring, 
decent and fair. That’s our heritage; that is our 
song. We sing it still.”

Indeed, we do sing it still. But we are at risk of 
forgetting too much of the anthem, too much of 
our history, and of becoming aliens to ourselves by 
not remembering our great events, our great 
heroes, our great liberations and, frankly, some of 
our great failures, too. And if we cannot remember 
our past, if we do become aliens to and in our own 
country, we will no longer know what it is that we 
fi ght to preserve, or why it is that we exist at all. 

The trend lines are not inclining. Historian 
David McCullough put it best after recognizing 

that national test after national test of our students 
reveal U.S. history to be their single worst subject. 
“Amnesia of society is just as detrimental as 
amnesia for the individual,” McCullough said. 
“We are running a terrible risk. Our very freedom 
depends on education, and we are failing our 
children in not providing that education.” Our text-
books are too dry, he pointed out, concluding, 
“(Y)ou read these texts and ask yourself, ‘Are they 
assigned as punishment?’”

It need not be this way. Once upon a time, not 
too long ago, we understood what our history was, 
we recognized it as glory and romance – the very 
words etched into the top of our National Archives, 
describing what the building underneath contains 
and protects. Yes, we must remember and know 
how to remember that the story of America is a 
great story. It is the best political story ever told 
and the second greatest story ever told. 

We have prevented epidemics, improved the 
conditions of mankind and saved other countries. 
We have fought wars for ourselves as well as 
others. We have liberated the immiserated. We 
have become not only a shining city on a hill, but 
a city of refuge for foreigners as well. 

America is not just the story of great leaders; 
it is the story of a great people who wisely choose 
how to save themselves and others, how to correct 
wrongs, and how to preserve what is still the 
greatest nation in the history of the world. 
We have our troubles, and we have our shadows. 
But the eclipses do not last long, nor should 
they become our main visuals, the things we 
remember best or most.

What should we remember most? We should 
remember that we Americans have a knack for 
choosing rightly, just when we need to choose 
rightly. This has been true of our Washingtons, 
our Lincolns, our Roosevelts, our Trumans, our 
Reagans, and so many others – from soldiers, to 
generals, to heroes in every walk of life, in every 
city in America.

If we dedicate ourselves to studying these 
things, if we dedicate ourselves to studying our 
history rightly, if we take the time to look at the 
entirety of our fi rmament, we will see what our 
founders saw we could be, what foreigners who 
came here saw all along, and what we ourselves 
can, even today, see once again. x

William J. Bennett is the author of the recently 
published book “America: The Last Best Hope, 
Volume II – From a World at War to the Tri-
umph of Freedom.”
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**AARP Health Care Options is the name of AARP’s health insurance and service program. It is not the insurer. AARP contracts
with insurers to make coverage available to AARP members.. †Insured by United HealthCare Insurance Company (United), Fort
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AARP Medicare Supplement Insurance 
Plans are:

✔ Endorsed by AARP†† — the organization you 
know and trust. 

✔ Easy to use — choose your doctors, no referrals
required, and virtually no claim forms to file.

✔ Competitively priced — AARP group rates are 
competitively priced. Plus, take advantage of 
available discounts.

✔ Customer-focused — our award-winning customer 
service staff will be happy to answer your questions. 

If you carry a Medicare Card, you’ll want the
AARP Medicare Supplement Insurance Plan card
available through AARP Health Care Options.**

The average person on Medicare could end up
spending thousands per year out of their own
pocket.*** An AARP Medicare Supplement Plan,
underwritten by United HealthCare Insurance
Company,† helps cover you for some of what
Medicare doesn’t.

They’re the only Medicare supplement
insurance plans endorsed by AARP. That’s why with
AARP Medicare Supplement Insurance, you have a
wide variety of plans to choose from, so you can find
a plan that suits your needs.

Call and you’ll receive a FREE AARP Medicare
Supplement Information Kit, including benefits,
costs, limitations, and exclusions. There’s no obligation.

*Based on 2005 United HealthCare Insurance Company
Enrollment Data.
***Government Accountability Office (GAO); Report
GAO-04-960, “Medicare Demonstration PPO’s Financial
and other Advantages for Plans, Few Advantages for
Beneficiaries.” Washington, DC, September 2004.

††United HealthCare Insurance Company pays a 
fee to AARP and its affiliates for use of the AARP
trademark and other services. Amounts paid are used for
the general purposes of AARP and its members.

You’ll want
this card!

Join over 2.5 million* people who
have already enrolled in AARP
Medicare Supplement Insurance Plans.

If you carry 
this card...

www.aarphealthcare.com/LST

Call toll-free:
1-866-270-3865,Ext. LST
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Losing his sight didn’t mean the end for 
Air Force veteran Robert Jackson, 61, who has 

participated in seven National Veterans 
Creative Arts Festivals.  Steve Brookss
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At 57, Michael Cruse looks somewhat like a 
mountain man. Seated in a wheelchair 

thanks to a broken ankle he suffered the 
previous summer, his broad frame hints that if 
he were to stand up, he’d be well over 6 feet 
tall. The top of his grayish mane is cropped 
tight, but his beard, maybe a week short of 
bushy, extends from ear to ear and down his 
neck. Exchange his tie-dyed shirt and blue 
jeans for buffalo skins and longer hair, and he 
would be Grizzly Adams. Eight years ago, he 
was living such a life.

Holed up in the mountains of Alma, Ark., 
Cruse rarely ventured out of his home. Ap-
pointments at the Fayetteville VA Medical 
Center were the only times he braved the 
outside world. He entered the Navy in 1965 
and came out two years later with post-
traumatic stress disorder, a seizure disorder, 
nerve deterioration related to Agent Orange 
exposure, and major leg, back and neck 
impairments that put him on the operating 
table. Day-to-day activities like talking to 
strangers became a battle for Cruse, who 
broke out in cold sweats, trembled and heard 
ringing in his ears at times of external stress. 
Avoiding the outside world seemed easier.

In 1998, at the urging of Leta, his wife of 
31 years, Cruse began participating in VA’s 
crafts program, painting porcelain china. 
Two years later, Leta entered a piece of her 
husband’s work in a contest at the Fayetteville 
VA Medical Center. Michael didn’t fi nd out 
until VA called to notify him that he’d won 
the competition and invited him to the 
2000 National Veterans Creative Arts Festival 
in Washington.

Six years later, in Rapid City, S.D., Cruse 
made his seventh appearance at the event. 
The biggest difference between his fi rst 
festival and the 2006 gathering is that during 
the 2000 festival he hid in his room the fi rst 
three days to avoid contact with strangers. 
But as the years passed, he began attending 
the festival’s mandatory events. He began to 

warm to the idea of being around strangers – 
and to the fact that as a veteran he is not alone 
in his battle with PTSD.

“At fi rst, it was terrible to come to these 
and be around other people, but I saw other 
veterans who were just like me,” he says. “It’s 
probably a terrible thing to say, but it makes me 
feel good that I’m not the only one like this.”

Success at the festival has come often for 
Cruse in the past few years. His 2005 winning 
entry appeared on the festival’s 2006 fl yer. 
He won a gold medal in glazed ceramics for 
his vase “Hummingbird Hollow,” a piece 
whose detail and color would stand up to 
review in any professional gallery. 

Even so, for Cruse the festival is not about 
winning titles or glory. “This is magic medi-
cine right here,” he says, motioning to the 
other artists in the room. “I’ve been very 
fortunate here. I’ve won six times, but it’s not 
about winning. It’s about meeting these 
people. It’s about sharing with them. I used to 
not be able to be around anybody. Now these 
people are my friends.”

Cruse is a member of American Legion 
Post 31 in Fort Smith, Ark., and Leta belongs 
to the American Legion Auxiliary. The Auxil-
iary teams up with VA and the group Help 
Hospitalized Veterans to put on the National 
Veterans Creative Arts Festival. This year’s 
event opens later this month in St. Louis. 

“Now we look for people we’ve met at 
previous festivals,” Leta says. “You become 
a family. This has changed (Michael). 
It’s helped him heal.”

Therapeutic Arts. The National Veterans 
Creative Arts Festival has been going on since 
1989 and has fi ve artistic divisions: music, 
drama, dance, creative writing and visual 
arts. Participants are VA patients who take 
part in the creative arts through the system’s 
recreation therapy programs. More than 
2,800 veterans at 104 VA medical facilities 
entered the competition last year, and 

‘Magic Medicine’

BY STEVE BROOKS

Former servicemembers gather at VA’s National Veterans 
Creative Arts Festival each year to paint, sing, dance and heal.
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How Does the Exerciser 2000 Elite™ Work?
Enjoy the benefits of passive exercise—just lie down, place your 

ankles on the ankle rest and let the machine do the work. 

When you turn the machine on, it creates a 2 inch, right to 
left movement that gently moves the body back and forth. 

This gentle swinging motion cycles up through 
the whole body, simulating an exercise movement 

without stress or impact on the joints. 

Receive some of the 
benefits of aerobic 

exercise without stress 
or impact on the joints!

 Stress
 Headaches
 High Blood Pressure
 Arthritis
 Fibromyalgia
 Joint Pain

 Stiff Muscles
 Poor Circulation
 Insomnia
 Sleep Apnea

 These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. 
Not intended to treat, cure or prevent any diseases.

Oxygenation of the blood

Increase circulation 
throughout the body

Relaxation of the back muscles

Helps relieve stiffness 
from head to toe

 Constipation
 Back Pain
 Diabetes
 Neuropathy
 Edema

If you suffer from

Features
• Weighs only 

15 pounds
• 15" wide x 13.5" 

deep x 9.5" high
• FDA Class 1 

Registered
• ETL Approval
• 5-speed operation
• 2 pre-programmed 

selections
—one for relaxation 
and one for energizing

• Heavy duty, high 
torque DC motor

• Wide cushioned 
ankle rest

• 16 minute digital 
timer with safety 
shut-off

• 4 year parts and 
labor warranty

You will enjoy using 
the Exerciser 2000 

™

Increased mobility

Don’t be fooled by cheap imitations
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Retail Price: $464.95

T he “Helping People Feel Better” Company
240 Berg Road, Salina, KS 67401

Use code #A200
when ordering by phone 
or website and receive 
a promotional price of 
$359.95

 FREE shipping in the 
Continental United States 
($16.00 value)

 Ask about our no risk 90 day 
money back guarantee and 
the “Change Your Life” book.

1-800-748-7172

After ususiing the ExExerciser 2000000 

Elitte™e™ twicee a a day for oonne 

wweek the sswwelling in mmy annklkles 

went aawway. It has alalso helelpped d

myy bbreathing, asas I canan gett 

ouout and walklk withohout hhaaving 

to stop anandd catctchh mymy breath! 

Thannk k you.. —Shihirlrley H., Floridada

After havingng a stroke, I couuldld no o 
longer exexercise the way I I usedd t to. 
As a resesult, I developpeded edeemma. A 
friendnd of mine introrodduceedd me to 
thhe Exerciser 200000 Eliitte™. I lovoved 
it and I purchhaased oone for mmyyself. 
After using g tthe mmachine dadaiily 
for a few w weekks, my syymmptoms 
of edeemma wweere comppleletely gone. 
I nonow ussee the machchine twice a 
daday foforr 16 minututes each timee o on
sppeeeedd 3. Whaatt a wonderful l way to 
exexercise.—R—Robert M.

I am in my late 80’s andd h have diabetes. 
The first thing I noticeced when I 
started using my mmaachine was that 
my feet were wararm when I went to 
bed. They weerere always ice cold before. 
Because onnee of my problems is poorr 
circulatioion, I use the machine thrreee 
times s aa day for 10 minutes eacch;h; in 
the e morning, late afternoon aand just 
bebefore bed. I almost forgogott to mention 
that I have not been ablble to lift my 
arms above my headd.. NNow I can do it. 
You think that’s nnoo big deal until you 

ycan’t do it anymmore. p—Ralph K.

As a Chirooppractor, I wouuldld 
like to sasay that the Exexerciserer 
20000 E Elite™ enableles peeoople to 
bennefit themselvvees at hohome. It 
isis a valuable asasset inin moving g 
lymph fluid,d, oxyxyggenatingg t the 
blood, incncreasasining immumune
systemm funnctction, maiaintaining 
moobibilityty i in the spspiine, and 
adadditiioonally frereeing up a sppinine 
thatat has beccoome stiff and d 
aarthritic. —Garry Gorsuchch, D.C.

www.clarkenterprises2000.com

Save $90.00 on demo units when available.

h d ff d h lI had sufferered with sleep p apneneaa 
for manyny years and hadad beeeen 
takingng drugs for it.. I I wasas told I 
woouuld have to ussee a brbreathing g
aapparatus. In ththe mmeantimee,, II 
was introducuced ttoo the Exxeerciser 
2000 Eliitete™ aand decideded to 
purchahase oonne. Withinin two 
weekeks, II w was sleepepiing more 
dedeeplyly and resstftfully than evveer 
befofore. —Davavid B.

products all of our lives buut t nothing has 

ever affected us like the ExExerciser 2000 

Elite™. My husbandd i is 72 and delivers 

flowers. He carrieess 55 gallon buckets of 

water. Since uusisinng the machine, his back 

hasn’t hurt hihim at all. My hips would hurt 

if I stoodod too long and I would get weakk 

and hahave to sit down. Now I can walklk 

anndd sit as long as I want. I don’t ttakake pain 

medication anymore. In the mmoorning, 

when I get out of bed I’m nonot stiff 

anymore. At 65, wow, thihiss is great! Thank 

youyou for offering such h aa great machine. We 

aare goiningg to tell everyone we 

knnowow about it. —Cheryl J.

The ad I saw almmost sounded “tooo 
good to be true””.. With your no rrisk 
money back guaarantee I figured I had 
nothing to lose sso I purchased thhe machine…
and boy, am I gllad I did! I am 775 years old and 
suffer from sciattica, which makees my back and 
legs tighten up aand causes numbbness. I was 
taking 8-10 Alevve™ every day. AAfter using the 
machine for onlyy 4 minutes, I nooticed my lower 
back loosening uup. Since I have been using the 
machine I havenn’t taken any painn pills and have
been pain free. MMy sciatica is not giving me 
problems anymoore and my bodyy stays loosened 
up. I have also hhad a snoring prooblem for quite 
some time, howeever, since using the machine 
my snoring has ssubsided. My wiife is so excited! 
I cannot tell youu how much this machine has 
turned my life arround. —C. Cummmings

I loovve usingng the 
ExExerciseerr 2000 EEllitee™™ 
after mmy morrnningng 
woorkrkout. IItt is aan 
eexcellenntt waayy too cool
downn andd it hhelps 
too s startrt mmyy day ofofff 
rrighhtt.—D—Deanna C.C., Kansasas

I have had connsstipation problems foror over 25 years. Sincece I have been using thhee Exerciser 2000 EElite™ I have beenen regular every ddaay anand have begun ttoo lose weight. This is trtruly a blessing and iis so easy to use. —JJeaeannie

What ppeeooppllee aarree ssaayyyiiinnggg aaabbbbooouuttt  ttthhhheee EEExxeeerrrrcccciiiissseeerrrrr 222220000000000000 EEEEEllliiiittttteeeee™™™™
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130 medal-winning veterans 
made their way to Rapid City for 
a week of camaraderie, classes, 
rehearsals, and a fi nal art 
exhibition and stage show at 
the Rushmore Plaza Civic 
Center Theater.

The annual competition 
recognizes the progress and 
recovery made possible through 
VA’s recreation therapy pro-
grams, and raises the visibility 
of the creative achievements of 
U.S. veterans after disease, 
disability or life crisis.

“All of this gives rise to 
veterans suffering physical and 
mental disabilities and helps 
them realize they still have so 
much to contribute,” explained 
VA Secretary R. James Nichol-
son, who attended last year’s event. “It starts 
a new spark of interest and endeavors in their 
lives and is a wonderful therapeutic exercise 
for veterans in this country.”

Still Able. A deteriorating optic nerve took 
61-year-old Robert Jackson’s eyesight, and for 
a period of time, it took some of his drive, too. 
A former Air Force police offi cer who spent 
22 years in the service, Jackson’s life sudden-
ly changed. 

“When I lost my sight in 1987, I kind of 
started feeling sorry for myself,” Jackson says. 
A lot of the things I used to do – I used to love 
playing sports – I couldn’t do them anymore. 
That’s hard to deal with.”

He occasionally holds onto a companion’s 
arm – usually his wife, Rebecca – when he 
walks. He wears dark glasses indoors. But 
those are the only obvious indications of the 
man’s lost eyesight. When he’s singing and 
dancing onstage, as he and fellow members of 
The Blind Beat Dancers have done for nearly a 
decade, it’s all forgotten.

Jackson’s deep voice belts out a freestyle 
rap – a tribute to Rapid City, in this instance – 
while he and fellow Blind Beat members 
George Hicks and Walter Pasciak dance, in 
step, to the background music. Jackson has no 
problem hamming it up, turning his back to 
the audience and giving a shake or two of his 
posterior. The crowd eats it up.

“I just love this – we’re like a family,” he 

says, motioning to other entertainers in the 
hallway. “I’ve got my immediate family, and 
then I’ve got my Creative Arts (Festival) 
family. You look forward to coming back every 
year and meeting back up with them.”

A visual impairment services team at the 
Baltimore VA Medical Center connected 
Jackson with Blind Beat Dancers. Rapid City 
was his seventh festival.

“I try to tell other veterans that they might 
be disabled, but they’re not unable,” he says. 
“You can still do things. I’m proof of that.”

Piano Man. John Bigham is at home on a 
stage, though not necessarily while singing. 
The 36-year-old U.S. Army veteran prefers to 
be sitting, his hands working their magic on 
the keys of a piano. But he also joins dozens of 
other veterans as part of a chorus, rehearsing 
for the festival’s fi nal show. 

“I’m just not really big on the chorus part 
of this,” says Bigham, a Rosemont, Pa., resi-
dent and patient at the Perry Point VA Medical 
Center in Maryland. “Everything else about 
this is really great, but I’m just not sure 
about the singing.”

Piano playing, as well as military service, 
runs in the Bigham family blood. John’s father, 
Eddie Bigham, is a World War II Army veteran 
who toured Africa as entertainer Martha Raye’s 
keyboard player in 1942 and toured with 
Tommy Dorsey after the war ended. Music 
always was always part of John’s life, and he’s 

Army veteran John Bigham delivers a John Coltrane version of “My Favorite 
Things” during the 2006 National Veterans Creative Arts Festival. Steve Brooks
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It’s the summer of
1944 and a weath-
ered U.S. sergeant is

walking in Rome only
days after the Allied
Liberation. There is a

joyous mood in the streets and this
tough soldier wants to remember
this day. He’s only weeks away from
returning home. He finds an inter-
esting timepiece in a store just off
the Via Veneto and he decides to
splurge a little on this memento. 
He loved the way it felt in his hand,
and the complex move-
ment inside the case
intrigued him. He really
liked the hunter’s back
that opened to a secret
compartment. He
thought that he could
squeeze a picture of his
wife and new daughter
in the case back. He
wrote home that now 
he could count the
hours until he returned
to the States. This watch
went on to survive some 

harrowing flights in a B-24 bomber
and somehow made it back to the
U.S. Besides the Purple Heart and 
the Bronze Star, my father cherished
this watch because it was a reminder
of the best part of the war for any
soldier—the homecoming. 

He nicknamed the watch Ritorno for
homecoming, and the rare heirloom
is now valued at $42,000 according
to The Complete Guide to Watches. But
to our family, it is just a reminder
that nothing is more beautiful than
the smile of a healthy returning GI.

We wanted to bring this
little piece of personal 
history back to life in a
faithful reproduction of
the original design. We’ve
used a 22-jeweled move-
ment reminiscent of the
best watches of the 1940s
and we built this watch
with $26 million worth 
of Swiss built precision
machinery. We then test
it for 15 days on Swiss
made calibrators to insure

accuracy to only seconds a day. The
movement displays the day and date
on the antique satin finished face
and the sweep second hand lets any
watch expert know that it has a fine 
automatic movement, not a mass-
produced quartz movement. If you
enjoy the rare, the classic, and the
museum quality, we have a limited
number of Ritornos available. We
hope that it will remind you to 
take time to remember what is 
truly valuable. If you are not 
completely satisfied, simply return 
it within 30 days for a full refund 
of the purchase price. 

The hunter’s back

The Ritorno watch back
opens to reveal a special
compartment for a 
keepsake picture or 
can be engraved.

Stauer 1944 Ritorno  $147 + S&H or
Only 3 credit card payments of $49 + S&H

800-806-1646
Promotional Code RTN196-01
Please mention this when you call.
To order by mail, please call for details.

For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a day 800-806-1646
Learn more about the history of the 1944 classic at www.stauer.com

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. RTN196-01
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

We found our most important
watch in a soldier’s pocket

We found our most important
watch in a soldier’s pocket
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been performing seriously for 16 years. The 
2006 festival was his fi rst appearance, after a 
Perry Point VA music therapist suggested he 
enter the local competition. 

During the festival’s fi nal show, Bigham 
delivered a smoking John Coltrane version of 
“My Favorite Things.” 

“I’ve gotten a chance to meet some great 
people, seen some great art and heard some 
great music,” Bigham says. “I’ve also gotten an 
understanding of how much the Creative Arts 
Festival has to offer veterans. I think everyone 
here has a real understanding of what it feels 
like to be a veteran who’s dealing with some-
thing, either physically or emotionally. It’s a 
great place to heal.”

The Sioux Valley. Darkness fi lls the audito-
rium in the Rushmore Plaza Civic Center. As 
eyes adjust, a mist moves across the stage. A 
fi gure in a wheelchair is silhouetted against a 
screen. Children appear at the fi gure’s feet. 

The music of a fl ute can be heard coming 
from the left side of the stage – an eerie, even 
haunting tune. Entering, stage left, is Albert 
Gray Eagle, decked out in a feather headdress, 
a dramatic opening to the stage performance 
of the festival. After the fl ute solo – played on 
an instrument carved by Gray Eagle himself – 
Paul Boruff joins in on guitar, complementing 
Gray Eagle’s gentle tones. Boruff begins to 
softly sing the words of Frank Scout, another 
festival participant who can no longer sing. 

A Korean War Marine Corps veteran and 
Purple Heart recipient, Scout wrote the song 
“Sioux Valley” as a tribute to his Lakota 
heritage. Boruff and Gray Eagle agreed to sing 
Scout’s song to open the fi nal stage show. As 
for Scout, a stroke has made it diffi cult for him 
to convey his emotions through words, but his 
eyes have no such trouble when asked what it 
feels like to hear a song he wrote performed by 
others at the festival. 

“Participating in the arts makes me feel and 
think better,” Scout says. “It is a way for me to 
express my feelings and leave something I’ve 
made for others. I’m thankful they were able 
to express my words for me.”

Gray Eagle didn’t hesitate to volunteer. 
“When I learned who (Scout) was, I felt it was 
a great honor to help him express himself,” he 
says. “I knew Paul, and I knew the type of 
entertainer he was, and we were both very 
enticed to do this. And it’s something I’m 
really glad I decided to do.”

Gray Eagle suffered through spinal injuries 
resulting from his service in Vietnam from 
1973 to 1976. He’s also developed diabetes. 
The Creative Arts Festival, which he’s attended 
four times, is one of the ways Gray Eagle deals 
with his conditions. 

“Being here is like being invigorated,” the 
veteran says. “I know I’ll eventually be in a 
wheelchair. I am going to enjoy life as much 
as I can before that happens, and this is one 
way I do that.

“The brotherhood is what brings me back. 
It’s good to see familiar faces every year, and 
it’s good to get to know the new faces. And to 
see the talent is really awesome. We’re all 
connected by being veterans, by being human 
beings and Americans.” x

Steve Brooks is senior editor of The American 
Legion Magazine.

Spirit of St. Louis

The 2007 National Veterans Creative Arts Festival is 
scheduled for Oct. 22-28 in St. Louis. The fi nal 
performance and art exhibit will be Oct. 28 at the 
Touhill Performing Arts Center on the campus of the 
University of Missouri-St. Louis.

Admission is free, and the public is invited to attend 
with an admission ticket. 

www.va.gov/vetevent/caf//default.cfm

Vietnam War veteran Albert Gray Eagle says attending the 
Creative Arts Festival is an invigorating experience. Steve Brooks
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SORE ACHY BACKS.

Say goodbye to nagging back pain and restless, sleepless 
nights. Better sleep is as easy as a touch of a button 

on the revolutionary SLEEP NUMBER® bed.

MORE COMFORTABLE BECAUSE 
YOU CONTROL THE FIRMNESS

Unlike ordinary fixed-firmness mattresses, the Sleep Number® bed lets 
YOU adjust the firmness and comfort to your exact preference, 

your Sleep Number® setting. The gentle air chambers cradle and 
conform to every inch of your body, providing better support 

and more proper spinal alignment.

THE BED CHIROPRACTORS AND 
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The Sleep Number® bed is clinically proven to improve 
sleep quality and relieve back pain—an amazing 93% 

of back pain sufferers reported relief.* No wonder 
sleep experts and chiropractors recommend it.

©2003 Select Comfort Direct
*For a summary of independent clinical 
studies and their results, call 1-800-831-1211.
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"My mom was the first one to get a 
Sleep Number bed. It made me so 
happy to see the relief she got 
from back pain. Then I got my 
own Sleep Number bed...it's so 
comfortable. It's nice to finally 
find something that gives you 
both comfort and support."

 Lindsay Wagner
 Actress, Mom

 Sleep Number® bed owner
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Enforcement of laws on the books, 
a viable work-visa program 
and an outright rejection of amnesty 
are the only ways America can pull out 
of its illegal immigration quagmire.

BY JAMES JAY CARAFANO

|AUG. 2
Federation for American Immigration 
Reform reports foreign-born U.S. 
population at all-time high . million

|AUG. 2
A new video game called “ICED!” 
rewards illegal-immigrant 
characters if they avoid deportation

|JULY 30
Twelve migrants are found 
abandoned and rescued by Border 
Patrol in the New Mexico desert
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n June, Washington fought and lost its own 
Little Big Horn. Attempting to push through 
comprehensive legislation to secure America’s 

broken borders and fi x dysfunctional immigration 
laws, Congress – like Custer – fought at the wrong 

place at the wrong time. 
The politicians fought 
outnumbered, garnering 

withering criticisms from the right and the left. 
They deserved to lose. 

Washington lost because the draft bill 
proposed in the Senate would have made the 
challenge of securing the U.S.-Mexican border 
more, not less, diffi cult. The legislation would have 
encouraged more illegal migration. It would have 
saddled federal, state and local governments with 
crippling fi nancial burdens and cheapened the 
value of U.S. citizenship. 

Making compromises at every turn, the 
legislation lost sight of the nature of the 
problem, and what border and immigration 
reforms are needed to keep the United States 
free, safe and prosperous.

Know Your Enemy. Fixing a problem starts 
with understanding the problem. More than 
500,000 people illegally cross the southern 
border a year, and millions more live unlawfully 
inside the United States. These troubles, however, 
are mere symptoms of the two real issues. 

No. 1. The United States shares about 
2,000 miles of border with Mexico. That border 
is an economic engine that generates hundreds 
of billions a year in benefi ts for both countries. 
It is, however, a border out of control – and that 
creates a serious security problem. Transnational 
criminals are exploiting the chaos, and cartels 
are fi ghting over control of a corridor that ferries 
a multibillion-dollar-a-year business of drugs, 
people and weapons. There is nothing going on 
in Baghdad that has not been tried on the border: 
kidnapping, bombings, beheadings. The cartel 
wars and violence and lawlessness they breed are 
making U.S. borders a dangerous place, destroying 
property and putting lives at risk. Going after the 
gangs has to be a top priority. Dealing with illegal 
immigration is part of the mix. Serious criminals 
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hide among the 500,000 individuals who illegally 
cross the border each year. A signifi cant drop in 
illegal crossings would allow law enforcement to 
focus resources on criminals victimizing people 
on both sides of the border.

No. 2. By even the most conservative estimates, 
the United States has an unlawful population of 
at least 12 million. This population serves as a 
magnet for further illegal migration. According to 
a Pew Hispanic Center study in 2003, individuals 
working in the United States sent almost 
$30 billion to their families in Latin America and 
the Caribbean. As the single largest form of direct 
foreign investment in the region, these remittances 
have become the economic engine of Latin 
America. As long as the unprecedented economic 
importance of remittances remains, individuals 
will seek access to the U.S. labor market by legal 
or illegal means. That pressure has overwhelmed 
America’s ability to secure its own border.

The challenges of an unlawful population 
that accounts for about 4 to 5 percent of 
everyone living in America – or about one in 

every 25 people in the country – also reach 
well beyond the border. They are largely the 
source of undocumented workers referred to 
as cheap labor. In truth, the costs of low-wage, 
undocumented labor is foisted on state and local 
communities, from providing various entitlements 
to the law-enforcement expenses involved in 
incarcerating criminal aliens. As a result, while 
immigration overall has a net-positive effect 
on the U.S. economy, the fi scal costs of illegal 
migration often fall disproportionately on small 
communities. Up to 3 million people who illegally 
crossed the border, for example, are living in 
Texas. That’s about 20 percent of the unlawfully 
present population in the United States, and the 
public benefi ts they receive – like education and 
emergency-room care – are a crippling burden.

There are other issues as well, like public 
health. Recently, the case of Andrew Speaker, the 
globetrotting honeymooning lawyer infected with 
tuberculosis, gained the attention of thousands 
of newspaper articles and hours of TV coverage 
because of his ability to slip past border offi cials. 

|JULY 26
Four Ecuadoran immigrants 
caught in Arizona accuse their 
Mexican smuggler of robbery

|JULY 26
Accused alien smuggler indicted on federal 
charges after Colorado triple-fatal crash 
of van containing nine illegal immigrants

|JULY 20
Federal authorities arrest 
 illegal immigrants in fi ve 
days in Dallas-Fort Worth area

|JULY 13
Eighty-one illegal 
immigrants found trapped 
inside sweltering truck
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Sealed vault tubes of President coins go to public for $28

Public gets hoard of last Presidential coins free
By SHAWN OYLER
UNIVERSAL MEDIA SYNDICATE

(UMS) - Starting at precisely 7:45 

a.m. today, some of the last Presidential 

Coins ever to be minted by the U.S. 

Government are being handed out free 

to the public.

They are getting them free with every 

single vault tube they claim.

The U.S. Government barely got 

started minting these new Washington 

coins and by law were required to stop 

production forever. There will never be 

any more. 

So, who’s to thank for this mas-

sive giveaway effort? Well, it’s not the 

government. It’s the World Reserve 

Monetary Exchange.

And we’ll even give you the direct 

Hotline to call so you can be among the 

first to get yours free right now.

People everywhere will be trying to 

get their hands on the last of these mag-

nificent stacks of coins with the never-

before-seen edge markings. But only 

those who get in before the 7-day deadline 

are being handed one of the remaining 

brand new never-circulated Washington 

Presidential Dollar Coins free with every 

single $28 sealed vault tube.

Officials at the World Reserve are brac-

ing for the explosion of calls. But, don’t 

give up calling if you don’t get through the 

first time. Keep trying.

“It’s a miracle we were able to set 

up special Hotlines in three Regional 

Distribution Zones in an effort to 

maintain order across the country. We 

feared the flood of calls could bring us 

to our knees but we are now equipped 

to handle everyone who is trying to 

get through to get our last coins,” said 

Stephen Speakman, Director of Hotline 

Operations for the World Reserve 

Monetary Exchange.

All this is happening because the 

World Reserve has revealed it will 

release the last of its secretly located 

hoard of $13 million worth of never-

circulated Presidential Coins in vault 

sealed tubes to prevent them from ever 

being introduced into commerce. It’s 

the only way to maintain their value as

SHUT OFF: Here’s some of the last dozen stacks of Washington Presidential Dollars that are no longer being minted and are extremely 
uncommon because they’re actually carved with edge lettering.
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How to get free Presidential Coins
with sealed vault tubes

Find the Regional Distribution Zone 
you live in on the map below

1

2 Call the Claim Line set up for your Dis-
tribution Zone for the next 7 days only

Call: 1-800-239-7591 Lines open 7:45 AM - 8:45 PM

Call: 1-800-244-1668 Lines open 8:00 AM - 9:00 PM

Call: 1-800-310-7607 Lines open 8:15 AM - 9:15 PM

If you live in Zone 1

Zone  
1 Zone  

3
Zone  

2

If you live in Zone 2

If you live in Zone 3

never-circulated coins. 

“This is what everyone wants but 

so few will actually have. So many will 

be left out in the cold or with ordinary 

circulated coins if they can even fi nd 

them in their bank change. That’s why 

we are so widely advertising our plans 

to give away some of the last never-

circulated Presidential Coins free,” said 

Speakman.

Those who do beat the order dead-

line will get one of the last Presidential 

Dollar Coins free so they can handle it, 

show it off and still keep the valuable 

vault tube sealed and perfectly intact. 

The U.S. Government is required 

to honor each President with a single 

Presidential $1 Coin, with a different 

President appearing every ninety days. 

That’s why everyone is still trying to get 

the last of the Washington dollar coins 

now that minting has been shut off and 

since it is the fi rst Presidential Dollar to 

be released. 

“There will be forty sealed 

vault tubes in all, each con-

taining twelve never-

circulated Presidential 

Coins. That’s 480 

coins. But with all 

forty of the free 

coins everybody is 

getting, it becomes 

a spectacular col-

lection of 520 never-

circulated coins in all, 

loaded into two sepa-

rate heavy vault boxes. 

Only those lucky enough 

to get in on this now will be 

among the fi rst to be automati-

cally taken care of with all of the new 

Presidential Dollars to ever be mint-

ed for the next ten years,” explained 

Speakman.

The Presidential Dollars may be hard 

to fi nd because they have not really made 

their way into the National Banking 

System. Banks will not honor requests 

for the free coins. And Banks will never 

have crystal-clear sealed vault tubes of 

the never-circulated coins that show off 

the rare edge markings. Claims for these 

free coins which are in never-circulated 

condition are only being honored by the 

World Reserve for the next seven days 

and only for those who beat the deadline 

for the sealed vault tubes.

“Just look at that stack of coins. When 

Americans get their hands on those, 

they are really going to do a double 

take,” Speakman said. 

World Reserve Monetary Exchange
the world’s premier private numismatic exchange

3939 EVERHARD RD., CANTON OH 44709

JACKPOT: These two massive vault boxes contain the sealed vault tubes for the 
complete collection of forty Presidential Dollars, 480 coins in all. Values fl uctuate, but just 
think if you had saved 2 vault boxes of uncirculated Eisenhower Dollars from 1973. They 
would now be worth $6,912.00. It’s a real steal at just $28 for these crystal clear sealed vault 
tubes that show off the rare edge markings and protect the coin’s never-circulated value. 

CLAIM CODE: PD1311

THE INCREASE IN COLLECTIBLE VALUE OF CERTAIN PRIOR ISSUES OF U.S. COINS AND CURRENCY DOES NOT GUARANTEE THAT 
CURRENT ISSUES WILL ALSO INCREASE IN VALUE. THE WORLD RESERVE MONETARY EXCHANGE IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT OR ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY.  OH RESIDENTS PLEASE ADD SIX PERCENT SALES TAX AND 
SORRY NO SHIPMENTS TO CT, MA, MN, TN, VT RESIDENTS. ALL TRANSACTIONS LESS SHIPPING ARE BACKED BY THE FULL 
VAULT CONTENTS OF THE WORLD RESERVE MONETARY EXCHANGE WITH A MONEY BACK GUARANTEE UP TO $10,000.00. 

Every reader of this magazine who beats the order deadline 
will still get one of the last never-circulated Washington Presi-
dential Dollar Coins free with each sealed vault tube at just 
twenty-eight dollars plus shipping. Rations of these coins 
are uncertain because minting has been shut off and there 
can never be anymore. Once they’re gone, they’re gone. By 
law, once the minting shuts off, they will never be minted 
again. So, in an effort to maintain an orderly distribution of 

the World Reserve’s remaining private hoard of coins, 
claim lines have been established in three Regional
Distribution Zones. 

©2007 WRME P00361 OF001143R-1
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What the media largely missed is that the United 
States already has a major communicable disease 
problem. And the individuals entering the United 
States legally through legitimate points of entry are 
the least part of it. Tuberculosis, including strains 
that are increasingly drug-resistant, is one of the 
fastest-spreading diseases in the world. In part, 
this is because of the spread of HIV/AIDS, which 
reduces the human immune system and leaves 
individuals more susceptible to TB. According the 
World Health Organization, more than 8 million 
people a year get TB, and about 98 percent live 
in the developing world. Most illegal migration 
comes from the developing world to Europe and 
the United States. Many of these individuals never 
pass through a point of entry, which is the most 
likely source of a human-carried pandemic. 

When the Senate considered a bill that would 
immediately grant legal status, including the right 
to pass back and forth across the U.S. border, to 
anyone living unlawfully in the United States – 
with no health check required – everyone should 
have been concerned.

Missing in Action. As far as solving America’s 
border and immigration woes, logic was largely 
missing from the legislation proposed in the 
Senate that started out by granting amnesty to 
virtually anyone. For starters, this seriously fl awed 
proposal would have undermined the rule of law 
by granting massive benefi ts to those who have 
willfully violated U.S. laws while denying benefi ts 
to those who have played by the rules, and 
sometimes even to U.S. citizens.

The Senate’s immigration reform proposal 
would not improve border security and could 
actually worsen the problem of illegal immigration. 
The most dramatic impact of the legislation 
would be to allow millions of immigrants who 
are unlawfully present in the United States to 
remain, critically undermining the deterrent effect 
of U.S. immigration laws and border security. As 
recent experience in both the United States and 
Europe demonstrates, legalization measures only 
spur further unlawful migration. 

Like the Senate legislation, the Immigration 
Reform and Control Act of 1986 was a bipartisan 
compromise strongly supported by the president. 
When President Reagan signed the bill, he 

declared, “It will remove the incentive for illegal 
immigration.” More than 2 million signed up for 
amnesty in 1986; the unlawful population in the 
United States today is probably fi ve times that.

Proponents of the Senate bill and the 
Congressional Budget Offi ce largely dismissed the 
expense of amnesty by issuing a standard 10-year 
outlook for quantifying the costs and benefi ts. 
Many of the most profound costs associated 
with the bill occur after the point when amnesty 
recipients get full citizenship. Then the check 
comes due. Robert Rector, an analyst at the 
Heritage Foundation, who looked at the “out-year” 
costs of amnesty, found that it would greatly 
increase long-term costs to taxpayers. Granting 
amnesty to illegal immigrants would, over time, 
increase their use of means-tested welfare, 
Social Security and Medicare. Fiscal costs 
would rise in the intermediate term and increase 
dramatically when amnesty recipients reach 
retirement. Although it is diffi cult to provide a 
reliable estimate, it seems likely that if 10 million 
adult illegal immigrants in the United States 
were granted amnesty, the net retirement cost 
to government – benefi ts minus taxes – could 
exceed $2.6 trillion.

No one knows the true number of those here 
who would sign up for amnesty. The response 
to the 1986 amnesty proved far greater than 
expected. In addition, since the standards for 
amnesty qualifi cation could be easily falsifi ed, 
there a signifi cant number of fraudulent 
applications might be expected. Finally, Medicare 
and Medicaid rates could rise far faster than 
current CBO projections. That means that a 
system growing so fast that it is already on course 
to bankrupt the federal budget could happen just 
that much faster.

Stop the Insanity. The United States has 
been ramping up security on the border for 
decades. Spending has tripled and has had 
almost no impact on stemming the fl ow of 
illegal crossings. Also, only about half of those 
living unlawfully in the United States crossed 
an open border. The other half entered legally 
and overstayed their visas. Only securing the 
border would be like locking the door but 
leaving the window open.

|JULY 10
Federal agents arrest  illegal 
aliens working at a children’s 
summer camp in New York

|JULY 11
Illegal-immigrant sweep of 
Midwestern meatpacking 
companies nets  arrests 

|JULY 6
, non-Mexican illegal 
immigrants reported 
captured since October

|JUNE 29
Authorities fi nd -yard 
U.S.-Mexico tunnel under 
construction near Nogales, Ariz.
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If you have a history of smoking and breathing

problems, it could be COPD (chronic obstructive

pulmonary disease). COPD includes chronic

bronchitis and emphysema.

Ask your doctor about SPIRIVA, because it:

� Is the only once-daily, inhaled maintenance

prescription treatment for COPD

� Helps you breathe better for a full 24 hours

by keeping airways open

� Is not a steroid

SPIRIVA does not replace fast-acting inhalers for

sudden symptoms. Do not swallow the SPIRIVA

capsule. The most common side effect of SPIRIVA

is dry mouth. Others include constipation and

problems passing urine. Tell your doctor about

your medicines, including eye drops, and illnesses

like glaucoma and urinary or prostate problems.

These may worsen with SPIRIVA. If you have vision

changes, eye pain, your breathing suddenly worsens,

you get hives, or your throat or tongue swells, stop

taking SPIRIVA and contact your doctor. For more

information, call 1.877.SPIRIVA or visit spiriva.com

Make a habit of breathing better

Please see brief summary of full Prescribing Information on reverse.
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the comparator groups for most events. Dry mouth increased with age in the SPIRIVA group 
(differences from placebo were 9.0%, 17.1%, and 16.2% in the aforementioned age subgroups). 
A higher frequency of constipation and urinary tract infections with increasing age was observed 
in the SPIRIVA group in the placebo-controlled studies. The differences from placebo for con-
stipation were 0%, 1.8%, and 7.8% for each of the age groups. The differences from placebo for
urinary tract infections were –0.6%, 4.6% and 4.5%. No overall differences in effectiveness were 
observed among these groups. Based on available data, no adjustment of SPIRIVA dosage in 
geriatric patients is warranted.
ADVERSE REACTIONS
Of the 2,663 patients in the four 1-year and two 6-month controlled clinical trials, 1,308 were 
treated with SPIRIVA (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) at the recommended dose of 18 
mcg once a day. Patients with narrow angle glaucoma, or symptomatic prostatic hypertrophy or
bladder outlet obstruction were excluded from these trials.
The most commonly reported adverse drug reaction was dry mouth. Dry mouth was usually mild 
and often resolved during continued treatment. Other reactions reported in individual patients 
and consistent with possible anticholinergic effects included constipation, increased heart rate,
blurred vision, glaucoma, urinary difficulty, and urinary retention.
Four multicenter, 1-year, controlled studies evaluated SPIRIVA in patients with COPD. Table 
1 shows all adverse events that occurred with a frequency of ≥3% in the SPIRIVA group in 
the 1-year placebo-controlled trials where the rates in the SPIRIVA group exceeded placebo 
by ≥1%. The frequency of corresponding events in the ipratropium-controlled trials is included for 
comparison.

Table 1:  Adverse Experience Incidence (% Patients) in One-Year-COPD Clinical Trials

Body System (Event) Placebo-Controlled Trials Ipratropium-Controlled Trials
 SPIRIVA Placebo SPIRIVA Ipratropium

[n = 550] [n = 371] [n = 356] [n = 179]

Body as a Whole 
 Accidents 13 11 5 8

Chest Pain (non-specifi c) 7 5 5 2
Edema, Dependent 5 4 3 5

Gastrointestinal System Disorders 
Abdominal Pain 5 3 6 6
Constipation 4 2 1 1

 Dry Mouth 16 3 12 6
Dyspepsia 6 5 1 1
Vomiting 4 2 1 2

Musculoskeletal System 
Myalgia 4 3 4 3

Resistance Mechanism Disorders 
Infection 4 3 1 3
Moniliasis 4 2 3 2

Respiratory System (upper) 
Epistaxis 4 2 1 1

 Pharyngitis 9 7 7 3
Rhinitis 6 5 3 2

 Sinusitis 11 9 3 2
 Upper Respiratory 41 37 43 35

Tract Infection
Skin and Appendage Disorders 

Rash 4 2 2 2
Urinary System 

Urinary Tract Infection 7 5 4 2

Arthritis, coughing, and influenza-like symptoms occurred at a rate of ≥3% in the SPIRIVA treat-
ment group, but were <1% in excess of the placebo group.
Other events that occurred in the SPIRIVA group at a frequency of 1–3% in the placebo-con-
trolled trials where the rates exceeded that in the placebo group include: Body as a Whole:
allergic reaction, leg pain; Central and Peripheral Nervous System: dysphonia, paresthesia; 
Gastrointestinal System Disorders: gastrointestinal disorder not otherwise specified (NOS), 
gastroesophageal reflux, stomatitis (including ulcerative stomatitis); Metabolic and Nutritional 
Disorders: hypercholesterolemia, hyperglycemia; Musculoskeletal System Disorders: skeletal 
pain; Cardiac Events: angina pectoris (including aggravated angina pectoris); Psychiatric
Disorder: depression; Infections: herpes zoster; Respiratory System Disorder (Upper): laryngitis; 
Vision Disorder: cataract. In addition, among the adverse events observed in the clinical trials 
with an incidence of <1% were atrial fibrillation, supraventricular tachycardia, angioedema, and 
urinary retention.
In the 1-year trials, the incidence of dry mouth, constipation, and urinary tract infection 
increased with age (see PRECAUTIONS, Geriatric Use). 
Two multicenter, 6-month, controlled studies evaluated SPIRIVA in patients with COPD. The 
adverse events and the incidence rates were similar to those seen in the 1-year controlled trials.
The following adverse reactions have been identified during worldwide post-approval use of
SPIRIVA: dizziness, dysphagia, epistaxis, hoarseness, intestinal obstruction including ileus 
paralytic, intraocular pressure increased, oral candidiasis, palpitations, pruritus, tachycardia, 
throat irritation, and urticaria.
DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION
The recommended dosage of SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is 
the inhalation of the contents of one SPIRIVA capsule, once-daily, with the HandiHaler inhala-
tion device (see Patient’s Instructions for Use). 
No dosage adjustment is required for geriatric, hepatically-impaired, or renally-impaired 
patients. However, patients with moderate to severe renal impairment given SPIRIVA should be 
monitored closely (see CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY, Pharmacokinetics, Special Populations
and PRECAUTIONS). 
SPIRIVA capsules are for inhalation only and must not be swallowed.
HOW SUPPLIED
The following packages are available:
carton containing 5 SPIRIVA capsules (1 unit-dose blister card) and 
1 HandiHaler inhalation device (NDC 0597-0075-75) 
carton containing 30 SPIRIVA capsules (3 unit-dose blister cards) and 
1 HandiHaler inhalation device (NDC 0597 0075-41) 
carton containing 90 SPIRIVA capsules (9 unit-dose blister cards) and 
1 HandiHaler inhalation device (NDC 0597 0075-47) 

SV-BS (10-06)
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Spiriva® HandiHaler®(tiotropium bromide inhalation powder)  
FOR ORAL INHALATION ONLY 
Brief Summary of Prescribing Information
   INDICATIONS AND USAGE 
SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is indicated for the long-term, 
once-daily, maintenance treatment of bronchospasm associated with chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease (COPD), including chronic bronchitis and emphysema.
CONTRAINDICATIONS
SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is contraindicated in patients 
with a history of hypersensitivity to atropine or its derivatives, including ipratropium, or to any
component of this product.
WARNINGS
SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is intended as a once-daily main-
tenance treatment for COPD and is not indicated for the initial treatment of acute episodes of
bronchospasm, i.e., rescue therapy.
Immediate hypersensitivity reactions, including angioedema, may occur after administration of
SPIRIVA. If such a reaction occurs, therapy with SPIRIVA should be stopped at once and alterna-
tive treatments should be considered.
Inhaled medicines, including SPIRIVA, may cause paradoxical bronchospasm. If this occurs, 
treatment with SPIRIVA should be stopped and other treatments considered.
PRECAUTIONS
General
As an anticholinergic drug, SPIRIVA (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) may potentially
worsen symptoms and signs associated with narrow-angle glaucoma, prostatic hyperplasia 
or bladder-neck obstruction and should be used with caution in patients with any of these
conditions.
As a predominantly renally excreted drug, patients with moderate to severe renal impair-
ment (creatinine clearance of ≤50 mL/min) treated with SPIRIVA should be monitored closely (see
CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY, Pharmacokinetics, Special Populations, Renally-impaired Patients).
Information for Patients
It is important for patients to understand how to correctly administer SPIRIVA capsules using 
the HandiHaler inhalation device (see Patient’s Instructions for Use). SPIRIVA capsules should 
only be administered via the HandiHaler device and the HandiHaler device should not be used 
for administering other medications.
Capsules should always be stored in sealed blisters. Remove only one capsule immediately
before use, or its effectiveness may be reduced. Additional capsules that are exposed to air (i.e., 
not intended for immediate use) should be discarded.
Eye pain or discomfort, blurred vision, visual halos or colored images in association with red 
eyes from conjunctival congestion and corneal edema may be signs of acute narrow-angle 
glaucoma. Should any of these signs and symptoms develop, consult a physician immediately. 
Miotic eye drops alone are not considered to be effective treatment.
Care must be taken not to allow the powder to enter into the eyes as this may cause blurring of
vision and pupil dilation.
SPIRIVA HandiHaler is a once-daily maintenance bronchodilator and should not be used for
immediate relief of breathing problems, i.e., as a rescue medication.
Drug Interactions
SPIRIVA has been used concomitantly with other drugs commonly used in COPD without
increases in adverse drug reactions. These include sympathomimetic bronchodilators, methylx-
anthines, and oral and inhaled steroids. However, the co-administration of SPIRIVA with other
anticholinergic-containing drugs (e.g., ipratropium) has not been studied and is therefore not
recommended.
Drug/Laboratory Test Interactions
None known.
Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility
No evidence of tumorigenicity was observed in a 104-week inhalation study in rats at tiotro-
pium doses up to 0.059 mg/kg/day, in an 83-week inhalation study in female mice at doses 
up to 0.145 mg/kg/day, and in a 101-week inhalation study in male mice at doses up to 0.002 
mg/kg/day. These doses correspond to 25, 35, and 0.5 times the Recommended Human Daily
Dose (RHDD) on a mg/m2 basis, respectively. These dose multiples may be over-estimated due 
to difficulties in measuring deposited doses in animal inhalation studies.
Tiotropium bromide demonstrated no evidence of mutagenicity or clastogenicity in the following 
assays: the bacterial gene mutation assay, the V79 Chinese hamster cell mutagenesis assay, the 
chromosomal aberration assays in human lymphocytes in vitro and mouse micronucleus forma-
tion in vivo, and the unscheduled DNA synthesis in primary rat hepatocytes in vitro assay.
In rats, decreases in the number of corpora lutea and the percentage of implants were noted at
inhalation tiotropium doses of 0.078 mg/kg/day or greater (approximately 35 times the RHDD 
on a mg/m2 basis). No such effects were observed at 0.009 mg/kg/day (approximately 4 times 
than the RHDD on a mg/m2 basis). The fertility index, however, was not affected at inhalation 
doses up to 1.689 mg/kg/day (approximately 760 times the RHDD on a mg/m2 basis). These dose 
multiples may be over-estimated due to difficulties in measuring deposited doses in animal 
inhalation studies.
Pregnancy
Pregnancy Category C
No evidence of structural alterations was observed in rats and rabbits at inhalation tiotro-
pium doses of up to 1.471 and 0.007 mg/kg/day, respectively. These doses correspond to
approximately 660 and 6 times the recommended human daily dose (RHDD) on a mg/m2 basis. 
However, in rats, fetal resorption, litter loss, decreases in the number of live pups at birth and 
the mean pup weights, and a delay in pup sexual maturation were observed at inhalation tiotro-
pium doses of ≥0.078 mg/kg (approximately 35 times the RHDD on a mg/m2 basis). In rabbits, 
an increase in post-implantation loss was observed at an inhalation dose of 0.4 mg/kg/day
(approximately 360 times the RHDD on a mg/m2 basis). Such effects were not observed at
inhalation doses of 0.009 and up to 0.088 mg/kg/day in rats and rabbits, respectively. These 
doses correspond to approximately 4 and 80 times the RHDD on a mg/m2 basis, respectively. 
These dose multiples may be over-estimated due to difficulties in measuring deposited doses 
in animal inhalation studies.
There are no adequate and well-controlled studies in pregnant women. SPIRIVA should be used 
during pregnancy only if the potential benefit justifies the potential risk to the fetus.
Use in Labor and Delivery
The safety and effectiveness of SPIRIVA has not been studied during labor and delivery.
Nursing Mothers
Clinical data from nursing women exposed to tiotropium are not available. Based on lactating 
rodent studies, tiotropium is excreted into breast milk. It is not known whether tiotropium is 
excreted in human milk, but because many drugs are excreted in human milk and given these 
findings in rats, caution should be exercised if SPIRIVA is administered to a nursing woman.
Pediatric Use
SPIRIVA HandiHaler is approved for use in the maintenance treatment of bronchospasm associ-
ated with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, including chronic bronchitis and emphysema. 
This disease does not normally occur in children. The safety and effectiveness of SPIRIVA in 
pediatric patients have not been established.
Geriatric Use
Of the total number of patients who received SPIRIVA in the 1-year clinical trials, 426 were <65 
years, 375 were 65–74 years and 105 were ≥75 years of age. Within each age subgroup, there 
were no differences between the proportion of patients with adverse events in the SPIRIVA and Copyright ©2007, Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc. All rights reserved. (3/07)
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There is, however, a sensible strategy that would 
work, based on four basic points.

1. Enforce the laws. Numerous laws already 
exist that, if enforced in a targeted manner, 
would discourage illegal immigration and the 
employment of illegal labor and send a signal 
that such activities will no longer be overlooked. 
Recent actions by the administration prove that 
reasonable enforcement measures – well short of 
massive deportations – can signifi cantly reduce the 
number of illegal border crossings.

2. Regain control of the southern border. Many 
of the border-security provisions of the Senate 
proposal are being implemented as requirements 
of previous legislation, including the Secure 
Fences Act of 2006 and the Intelligence Reform 
and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004. This should 
continue. Responsible border security and 
workplace enforcement makes America safer.

3. Emphasize legal immigration. The process by 
which individuals enter the country legally must 
be fair, orderly and effi cient – welcoming those 
who abide by immigration laws and denying entry 
and advantages to those who violate the law. The 
integrity of this process is important to protecting 
and encouraging a meaningful naturalization and 
citizenship process.

4. Create fl exible legal opportunities to work 
in the United States. A balanced and well-
constructed temporary worker program that allows 
for a market-driven source of labor provided by 
a rotating temporary workforce would diminish 
incentives for illegal immigration by providing an 
additional option for legal entry. This would foster 
national security and serve a growing economy. 

Together, these elements – along with a 
rejection of amnesty – offer a real possibility for 
strengthening national security and replacing an 
undocumented labor force with temporary workers 
and new legal immigrants. Additional options may 
become reasonable once these policies are allowed 
to operate over time.

This strategy is realistic and feasible in the 
short term. Most of the tools required to beef up 
border security and pursue workplace enforcement 
already have been passed and mostly authorized 
by Congress. The only missing programmatic 
component is a practical and realistic alternative 
for legal temporary workers.

Without serious policy change, the illegal 
population in the United States will continue 
to grow, the burden on local communities will 
increase, the stresses on civil society will become 
greater, and border security will become more 
expensive while remaining just as ineffective. 
On the other hand, with a handful of initiatives, 
Congress and an administration working to 
implement existing and new national security and 
immigration laws could achieve a comprehensive 
solution in a reasonable amount of time. A far 
brighter future would unfold.

As with any major policy goal, reducing illegal 
entry and presence in the United States will take 
time and perseverance. Likewise, it is misleading 
and naïve to suggest that every policy aspect 
can and should be settled up front in one all-
encompassing agreement. The challenge is to 
answer the big questions fi rst so that the others 
fall into place or are susceptible to later resolution. 
This approach to immigration is analogous 
to the policy success of welfare reform in the 
1990s. The use of incentives and disincentives to 
encourage work reduced welfare rolls over time 
by 60 percent, through the decreased entry and 
increased exit of welfare-program participants.

Securing a future where America’s borders 
are no longer porous, its laws are respected, and 
illegal labor is replaced by legal workers and 
legal immigrants is an achievable objective. The 
way forward is not to repeat the failures of the 
past but to pursue an incremental strategy of 
real reforms. With these steps, the president and 
Congress can deliver on their promises to provide 
border security and to realize comprehensive 
immigration reform. This achievement would 
help lawmakers to not only regain the trust and 
confi dence of the American people, but also to 
meet their solemn obligations to keep the nation 
safe, prosperous and free for all Americans – and 
all those who will become Americans – today and 
for generations to come. x

James Carafano, a retired U.S. Army lieutenant 
colonel, is an expert in defense affairs, military 
operations and strategy, and homeland security 
at The Heritage Foundation. A former assistant 
professor at the U.S. Military Academy in West 
Point, he has authored many books and studies.

|JUNE 28
Authorities issue warrants against 
Arizona ring suspected of smuggling 
, illegal immigrants a year

|JUNE 27
Two killed, eight injured in 
head-on crash fl eeing Border 
Patrol near San Diego

|JUNE 22
Thirty-eight criminal aliens, fugitive aliens 
and other immigration violators apprehended 
in three-day Wyoming-Colorado crackdown

|JUNE 21
-foot tunnel found 
under construction 
near Tijuana border
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ore than 100 federal agents de-
scended upon the bucolic town of 

Moscow, Idaho, early one February morning in 
2003, searched the homes of several Muslim 
students and arrested a Saudi national en-
rolled at the University of Idaho. 

Prosecutors alleged 33-year-old Sami Omar 
Al-Hussayen used his computer expertise to 
help two Islamic front groups raise money and 
recruit foot soldiers via the Internet. The 
inevitable press conference featured state and 
federal offi cials proclaiming another victory in 
the global war on terror. 

The federal government’s case soon started 
evaporating. A U.S. District Court jury in 
reliably conservative Idaho acquitted Al-Hus-
sayen of terrorism charges. He agreed not to 
fi ght deportation and returned to Saudi Arabia. 

The failed Idaho investigation is an apt 
analogy for the U.S. fi ght against terrorism in 
cyberspace. All-out digital warfare has been 
touted as a major piece of the nation’s strategy 
since long before U.S. troops arrived in Iraq. 
Yet, accurately identifying – much less elimi-
nating – al-Qaeda and its ilk from the World 
Wide Web is increasingly elusive. 

Six years after 9/11, jihadist use of cyberspace 
is bolder, better and ever expanding. Terrorist 
Web sites reappear soon after they are attacked. 
Ten times more terrorist videos were posted on 
the Internet in 2006 than in 2002. What once 
appeared as simple as freezing assets, unplug-
ging computers and e-mailing terrorists anti-
jihad viruses increasingly appears impossible. 
Many intelligence experts now question 
whether the United States has any chance of 
crippling the enemy’s most formidable commu-
nications and propaganda device.

“It’s a problem we recognize and can’t 
do much about,” says Michael Scheuer, a 
former senior CIA analyst who – during his 
22-year career at the agency – established the 

intelligence agency’s fi rst dedicated Osama 
bin Laden unit and then was sidelined for 
his no-holes-barred approach to eliminating 
the terrorist leader. “One part of the doctrine 
has been information dominance. That’s gone 
out the window. The enemy enjoys informa-
tion dominance.”

America’s best strategy involves a better 
understanding of the enemy, more thoughtful 
foreign policy and a revival of the use of 
human spies to gather information on the 
ground, Scheuer says.

Terrorists have long excelled at adopting 
new technology. Chechen rebels started 
distributing videotapes of their ambushes of 
Soviet soldiers several years ago, says Ben 
Venzke, CEO of IntelCenter, a Virginia-based 
company that closely tracks jihadist Web 
traffi c. It was a brilliant propaganda coup. 
Every time someone watches that sort of video, 
“it’s as if I’m killing soldiers over and over and 
over again,” Venzke says. 

Propaganda became an important compo-
nent of the Afghan resistance against the 
Soviets in the 1980s. By the early 1990s, 
al-Qaeda brought that expertise to cyberspace, 
initially using the Web to criticize the Saudi 
government under the banner of the Advice 
and Reform Committee. 

Since those fi rst Chechen videotapes started 
circulating, improvements in the Internet, 
computers and editing software have made it 
possible for any amateur to quickly produce 
and distribute a near studio-quality video 
anywhere in the world. Some of the most 
visible evidence of terrorists’ success is the 
incredible increase in the number of videos al-
Qaeda and other groups produce. Six such 
videos were distributed on the Internet in 
2002, Venzke says. Fifty-eight al-Qaeda videos 
were posted in 2006, and that number is 
expected to more than double this year. An 
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umbrella group for several smaller terrorist groups 
called the Islamic State of Iraq, meanwhile, already 
averages one new video per day.

Terrorists also are mastering more sophisticated 
staging and more persuasive storylines that go 
well beyond real-time feeds of battles with U.S. 
forces. They even create graphics and other 
features to promote the release of new videos.

The videos are designed to simultaneously send 
messages to the United States, boost morale among 
terrorist groups, recruit new members and raise 
money. “They are looking to kill a number of birds 
with one stone,” Venzke says.

The Internet also is used to command and 
control far-fl ung bands of terrorists, distribute 
training manuals, and disseminate news and 
religious propaganda.

The Internet provides a highly effective, quick 
and relatively expensive weapon in the war. It also 
infl ates the identities of relatively small terror 
groups. “It gives them global status and a global 
ability to communicate securely,” Scheuer says. 
“They are a global enemy because of the Internet.”

Another effective component: target audience. 
The Internet reaches a largely middle- and upper-
class population. “Al-Qaeda’s appeal in the Islamic 
world isn’t the people we think of who tend toward 

terror,” Scheuer says. “Their appeal is to the best 
and the brightest in the Islamic world.”

The terrorist infestation of the Internet particu-
larly frustrates John Arquilla, director of the Naval 
Postgraduate School’s Information Operations 
Center. And he believes the United States is 
yielding too easily.

“In my view, the enemy cannot subsist without 
cyberspace,” Arquilla says. “A very high-level 
defense offi cial said to me – when I briefed him on 
this problem – ‘We are giving the enemy a free 
ride in cyberspace.’ Job No. 1 should be to drive 
them out of cyberspace.” 

Arquilla is calling for a new Bletchley Park, 
modeled on the massive World War II effort that 
brought together mathematicians, magicians, 
cryptographers and con men to crack sophisticated 
and ever-changing German and Japanese codes. 
The modern effort would include the best minds 
from the intelligence community and the military, 
leading academics, master hackers and top people 
in computer technology. The effort would cost 
about $6 billion – two to three weeks of ordinary 
war cost in Iraq – and would take about a year, 
Arquilla estimates.

“If we got inside the terrorists networks’ infor-
mation systems, we could disrupt them immedi-

The Chinese hackers came in low and 
slow. They entered the U.S. defense 
contractor’s computer system at 
diff erent times of the day. They probed 
at a snail’s pace, careful 
to avoid security sensors.

Over the next several 
weeks, the hackers – 
operating from a cyber 
café in a foreign country 
– planted a stealth 
channel into the defense 
contractor’s network. 
The contractor’s 
computer-security team noticed an 
increase in traffi  c between certain 
computers, but incorrectly identifi ed it 
as a virus instead of a covert channel. 
Because it failed to identify and solve 
the problem, the defense contractor’s 
problems worsened. Jim Butterworth 
and his team were called in.

Butterworth is a Sherlock Holmes of 
inner space. He trained himself in 
computer forensics during his last two 
years as a computer network defense 

intrusion analyst for the Naval Fleet 
Information Warfare Center. Today the 
retired chief petty offi  cer is director of 
incident response for Guidance 

Software. The job calls for both 
human and electronic sleuthing.

“You can do a lot with software,” 
Butterworth says. “But the 
software doesn’t do what a trained 
investigator does.”

Butterworth and his team took 
these skills to the defense 
contracting company, loading 
specialized software that allowed 

them to see the fi ngerprints and 
footprints of the Chinese hackers – 
without alerting them.

The Guidance Software team 
constructed a profi le of the foreign 
hackers and started searching the 
defense contractor’s computer network. 
They discovered the Chinese infi ltrators 
were conducting reconnaissance on a 
dozen computers. Address books, 
e-mails and a great deal of information 
about defense contracts all were stolen.

While Butterworth’s crew was at 
work, the hackers returned to continue 
their information burglary. In the end, 
Guidance not only stopped the thieves 
but also helped the contractor secure 
its computer system.

It’s all too routine. 
“This is happening all the time, every 

day, in the military, the government, 
and industry,” Butterworth says. “This is 
a serious eff ort from foreign agents, 
foreign governments, organized crime 
and computer hobbyists.”

Later, the defense contractor made a 
substantial investment in security and 
an incident-response team. That’s the 
sort of thing the U.S. government and 
industry need to do as well, Butterworth 
says. “The people who defend the 
networks are severely understaff ed and 
under-funded. We need to treat defense 
of our (computer) infrastructure with 
the knowledge that the information 
behind that infrastructure is the keys to 
our kingdom.”

– Ken Olsen
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ately and have a good chance of destroying them 
completely,” Arquilla says. “It’s a win for us if we 
secretly monitor al-Qaeda’s (Web) traffi c. It’s also a 
win if our monitoring capability is discovered and 
al-Qaeda becomes reluctant to use cyberspace.”

CIA veteran Scheuer, however, says there’s no 
way to knock terrorists out of cyberspace. The 
Internet is too complex, accessible and ever-
shifting. “We’re not just trying to crack a safe,” 
Scheuer says. “We’re trying to crack a safe where 
the lock is constantly changing.”

Widely publicized efforts to shut down Web 
sites, which started immediately after 9/11, “have 
led (terrorists) to go to school about how to better 
protect their Web sites,” Venzke adds. 

Blocking Internet distribution of terrorist videos 
appears to be equally futile. “There’s just no way 
you can prevent these things from getting out,” he 
says. “Look at how the recording industry will 
spend $2 million to encrypt music videos, and 
within two days some kid cracks the code.”

The proliferation of propaganda videos elicits a 
visceral reaction from the average citizen, he 
acknowledges. But enemy information displayed 
on Web sites can be useful. “Would you rather 
have an enemy you have never seen, you have 
never heard and you have never watched train?” 
Venzke asks. “Or would you rather watch count-
less hours of their training, their operations, and 
their mid- and senior-level managers to get a 
clearer picture of who the enemy is and what they 
are trying to do next? We can’t stop it. There are 
all kinds of opportunities to exploit it.”

Bureaucracy, not surprisingly, also thwarts the 
war in cyberspace. Terrorist groups are nimble, 
fl uid and able to adopt new technology the day it 
arrives on the market, while federal agencies take 
months to process the paperwork required to 
purchase new software. 

There’s also the impossible task of isolating 
terrorist e-mails among the billions of messages 
sent each day, as well as the massive amount of 
time required to decipher any encoded e-mail, 
Scheuer says. “We haven’t recognized how much 
we can’t control it,” he says. “I think we must 
continue to try to intercept electronic messages. 
The enemy is always going to have the advantage.”

James Bamford, author of several books about 
the National Security Agency, says trying to make 
the nation’s pre-eminent electronic espionage 
agency into an Internet sleuth is a waste of money.

“I think the NSA does play an important role in 
helping to locate terrorists and monitor their 
communications,” Bamford says. “But they are 

only occasionally successful. For example, they 
never discovered the fi rst World Trade Center, the 
attack on the USS Cole, the attacks on the U.S. 
embassies in East Africa and 9/11. Given the NSA’s 
lack of success in preventing terrorist acts (as 
opposed to catching those responsible afterward), 
the best way to eliminate the risk is to change our 
disastrous foreign policy.”

NSA, meanwhile, has a more important role 
watching countries with nuclear capability, such 
as North Korea, or those developing nuclear 
weapons, in order to prevent a surprise attack. 

America’s strategy, most analysts agree, must 
include standard cloak-and-dagger tactics: putting 
people on the ground to gather names, personal 
address books, bank-account numbers, letters and 
personal computers – the sort of information that 
makes it easier to track terrorists on all fronts. 

“It’s so important to have clandestine human 
operations,” Scheuer says. Among other things, the 
most important terrorist communications, he says, 
“are delivered by personal courier.”

In the propaganda war, it’s not merely how the 
enemy is communicating, it’s what he is saying. 
Most often, Scheuer says, the message has little to 
do with al-Qaeda’s despise of democracy, women’s 
rights and Western culture. “Bin Laden’s genius is 
focusing terrorists on the foreign policy of the 
United States as a threat to their religion.”

Scheuer uses as an example the public display of 
the United States replenishing Israel’s stock of 
precision weapons during the war against Hezbol-
lah guerrillas in Lebanon last summer. “It rein-
forces arguments made by our enemy that we will 
do whatever we can to help Israelis kill Muslims,” 
he says. Better to provide such support quietly, not 
in a form that makes the evening newscast, 
followed by a rebroadcast on terrorists’ Web sites. 

It is one aspect of the war that – despite a 
concentrated effort after 9/11 – remains elusive as 
bin Laden himself. And it remains a critical tool in 
the war of words and images between terrorism 
and freedom, a tool that U.S. forces cannot seem to 
wrestle away from enemy hands. Their relative 
superiority in the cyberspace battleground is only 
now understood as a way in which America might 
have underestimated the will of its adversaries.

“Until we understand these people, have a 
respect for their capabilities and their abilities to 
adapt to whatever they have, we can’t defeat 
them,” Scheuer says. “We are fi ghting the enemy 
we want to fi ght, not the enemy that’s there.” x

Ken Olsen is a writer from Spokane, Wash. 
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When he took the helm of the French Republic 
in May, President Nicolas Sarkozy went 

out of his way to deliver a special message to his 
“American friends.” In a striking departure from 
the chilly attitude toward Washington that charac-
terized the words and actions of his predecessor, 
Sarkozy declared, “France will always be by 
their side when they need her,” adding that 
“friendship is also accepting the fact that friends 
can think differently.” 

In other words, Sarkozy won’t always fall in line 
behind this U.S. president or the next. But he 
promises an improvement over Jacques Chirac’s 
Franco-American tension. Where Chirac seemed to 
embody France’s postwar inferiority complex, 
Sarkozy exudes self-confi dence. Where Chirac 
offered knee-jerk anti-Americanism, Sarkozy offers 
admiration. Where Chirac dreamed of forging a 
counterweight to the United States, Sarkozy sees a 
confl uence of interests.

Sarkozy the Self-Confi dent. A self-described “man 
of action,” Sarkozy fi rst made news on this side of 
the Atlantic during the social unrest that roiled 
several Paris ghettos in 2005. Even as Chirac called 
for “dialogue,” Sarkozy – who was then interior 
minister – wielded emergency powers to restore 
law and order. “The people responsible will be 
arrested and punished,” he announced, drawing 
praise and criticism for calling the rioters “rabble.”

It was an early indication that Sarkozy would 
be different than other French politicians. Further 
proof came during his presidential bid, when he 
challenged French immigration policies, declaring 

that France could not be “home for all the world’s 
miseries”; condemned the 1968 student 

revolts in France; called for tax-slashing 
economic reforms; heaped scorn on 

France’s left-wing parties for 
siding with “thugs, 

troublemakers and 
fraudsters”; and 

France’s new president 
appears determined 

to thaw the ice with America.
BY ALAN W. DOWD

THE  TRANSATLANTICIST
40 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE   |   OCTOBER 2007

Getty Images

Page 40



At the Dawn of a New Era…

The Buffalo Roams Again!
The beloved American Buffalo design rises again 

on the new special-release $50 gold coin from the U.S. Mint

For the first time, New York Mint is releasing to the 
public the brand new 2007 $50 Gold American Buffalo
coin. This historic coin minted in 99.99% (.9999) fine
gold—the purest gold of any legal-tender coin—will not
be offered directly to the public from the U.S. Mint. 
Now for a limited time, these historic Gem Brilliant 
Uncirculated coins will be made available directly to the
public through this special offer from New York Mint.

A timeless design…
Nicknamed “Buffalo” for the rugged design of an 
American bison, this extremely popular design has stood
the test of time since it was first released in 1913 on the
“Buffalo” Nickel. Based upon this classic design and
renowned for its “Wild West” artistry including a stoic
American Indian chief on the obverse side, this hefty
legal-tender $50 Gold Buffalo coin captures America’s
spirit of adventure in one ounce of 24-karat pure gold.

…For a limited time
These are the only 24-karat pure gold coins whose 
purity and gold content are fully guaranteed by the U.S.
Government. Our supplies are limited for this special 
release. We are accepting orders on a strict first-come,
first-served basis. 5 coin limit per customer. Prices and
availability are subject to change. Your satisfaction is 
assured by our 30-day money-back guarantee.

New York Mint
Edina, Minnesota

©2007
Not affiliated with the U.S. Government

Call before the sun sets on this incredible offer! As low as $749
1 coin for $849 ea., 3 coins for $799 ea., or our SPECIAL price of 5 coins for only $749 ea.

1-800-585-9240
Extension 7620

Page 41



THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE   |   OCTOBER 2007

even requested a meeting and photo-op with 
President George W. Bush, whose approval rating is 
far lower in France than it is in America. 

Spurred by soaring poll numbers and a solid 
legislative majority, Sarkozy has moved quickly on 
several fronts as president, standing up for French 
fi rms by striking references to “free and undistort-
ed” competition in a new European Union treaty, 
blocking progress on Turkey’s future membership 
in the European Union, pushing for a more bal-
anced dollar-euro exchange rate and pressing the 
United States on global warming. But he is focusing 
most of his energies on challenges inside France, 
especially the country’s limping economy. Sarkozy 
takes over one of Europe’s weakest economies, 
with a growth rate of barely 2 percent and an 
unemployment rate of almost 9 percent. As an 
analysis conducted by The American Enterprise  
Institute detailed in 2005, government spending 
accounts for 54 percent of France’s GDP, just 
52 percent of the French population is working, and 
per-capita economic output in France is just 
73 percent of per-capita output in the United States. 

To remedy these ills, Sarkozy has proposed 
exempting overtime earnings from taxation, 
virtually eliminating the inheritance tax, cap-
ping individual taxes at 50 percent, granting 
employers more fl exibility in fi ring employees 
and reducing the number of public-sector employ-
ees through attrition. 

Perhaps motivated by the 2005 riots, Sarkozy 
also promises to craft a “controlled” immigration 
policy and an “ambitious” development policy. 
“The domestic agenda is moving nicely,” says 
Kenneth Weinstein, CEO of the Hudson Institute 
and an expert on French and European politics. 
He notes that Sarkozy was so eager to get things 
done that he was pushing major reforms “when 
everyone else in France was on vacation.”

In light of his ambitious plans, Sarkozy’s critics 
have mockingly called him “minister of every-
thing.” But one suspects the high-energy Sarkozy 
wears the label with pride. 

Sarkozy the American. Another intended put-
down Sarkozy wears with pride is “Sarkozy the 
American.” Indeed, a New York Times analysis of 
the new French leader called him “unabashedly 
pro-American.” 

Sarkozy himself has explained, “I have no 
intention of apologizing for feeling an affi nity for 
the greatest democracy in the world.” Invoking 
memories of the postwar partnership that forged 
NATO and rescued West Berlin, he calls himself an 
Atlanticist and promises “to rebuild the transatlan-
tic relationship.” This is a refreshing departure 
from Chirac, whose zero-sum foreign policy 
elevated the European Union at the expense of 
transatlantic ties. Sarkozy, like Britain’s former 
Prime Minister Tony Blair and Germany’s Angela 
Merkel, believes in a strong European Union and a 
positive partnership with Washington. 

“Chirac was obsessive about counterbalancing 
the U.S.,” Weinstein explains. “Sarkozy does not 
believe that the French national interest requires 
opposing the U.S. on a regular basis.” 

Sarkozy waxes romantic about America. 
He quotes George Washington and references 
Rochambeau and Yorktown. He speaks of Elvis, 
Sinatra, Madonna and Hemingway. Blue jeans, 
burgers and of course, the two 20th-century wars 
that left deep scars on his country and continent. 
“When a young American soldier dies anywhere 
else in the world,” he said in 2006, “I can’t help 
but think that he has the same face as one who 
came to die for us in 1917 or 1944.”

He has even conceded what most Americans 
have sensed for decades – that the French elites’ 
reaction to America “refl ects a certain envy, not to 
say jealousy, of your brilliant success.” 

Although he opposed the war in Iraq, Sarkozy 
has made it clear that he would not have acted like 
Chirac, who dispatched his foreign minister to 
organize international opposition against Wash-

Presidents Bush and Sarkozy are poised to build on their nations’  common 
interests rather than let past diff erences further erode relations between the 
two Western powers. AP/Evan Vucci
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ington. “You must have loathed us at that time,”  
he has observed, adding, “It’s not appropriate to 
try to embarrass one’s allies.”

Yet that’s exactly what Chirac did before the
U.S.-led invasion of Iraq. “It is unimaginable that 
Sarkozy would send his foreign minister around the 
globe to thwart U.S. foreign policy,” Weinstein says.

Even as Chirac undermined Washington’s 
diplomatic efforts at the United Nations and 
military plans in Iraq, Sarkozy was trying to 
maintain the transatlantic bridge. A Newsweek 
analysis concluded that “quiet but effective coop-
eration between Paris and Washington 
in counterterrorism reached new 
heights during Sarkozy’s two terms as 
interior minister.” 

Quite unlike his predecessor, 
Sarkozy recognizes the great 
confl uence of interests that unite 
France and the United States, 
especially in a post-911 world. Sarkozy 
outlined these in late 2006:  

• Fighting global terrorism and 
disrupting the proliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction.

• Responding to humanitarian 
disasters and rebuilding failed states. 

• Spreading democracy “throughout 
the world.” 

• Preventing Iran from becoming a 
nuclear state. 

He calls Iran “an outlaw nation,” 
citing its support for Hezbollah and its 
refusal to accept the historical reality of 
the Holocaust. “The prospect of such a 
regime armed with weapons as destruc-
tive as nuclear missiles is terrifying,” 
Sarkozy observes.

On the eve of the election, Sarkozy declared a 
nuclear Iran “unacceptable and dangerous.” Soon 
after his election victory, he called for tighter 
sanctions on Iran and closed ranks with the United 
States in a formal protest of Mohamed ElBaradei, 
the head of the U.N.’s nuclear watchdog agency. 
ElBaradei recently undercut the West’s anti-nuclear 
efforts in Iran by recommending that Tehran be 
allowed to enrich uranium. 

As for the likely target of Iran’s arsenal, 
Sarkozy openly defends “the right of Israel to 
protect itself against external aggression, 
particularly when it takes the form of blind and 
cowardly acts of terrorism.” Without a note of 
moral relativism, he blames Hezbollah for the 
2006 war in lower Lebanon. 

Contrast this with Sarkozy’s predecessor or with 
his opponent in the 2007 election, Segolene Royal. 
Chirac visited Yasser Arafat’s deathbed and called 
the lifelong terrorist “a man of courage and 
conviction.” Royal commiserated with a Hezbollah 
lawmaker and agreed with his view that Bush 
suffered from “unlimited dementia.” 

Moreover, as Weinstein observes, “Sarkozy 
deeply cares about human rights in Russia, in 
China and around the globe.” This, too, represents 
a departure from Chiracism and a welcome 
realignment with Washington. 

Where We Differ. Still, 
Sarkozy will not always 
march in lockstep with 
Washington. For example, he 
opposes Turkey’s entry into 
the European Union. “Turkey 
is not a European country,” 
he bluntly said earlier this 
year. Yet Washington has 
urged the European Union to 
accelerate Turkey’s applica-
tion into the economic club. 

He suggested in April 
that he would withdraw 
French forces from Afghani-
stan, although he reversed 
himself in June, promising 
“our Canadian and American 
friends that we will not 
break the allies’ solidarity 
in the battle that is under 
way against terrorism in 
Afghanistan.” 

On global climate change, 
Sarkozy has challenged the 

United States “to wake up and make this a battle 
for the protection of our planet.” He dismissed 
Bush’s recent proposal for industrialized nations to 
reduce greenhouse gases as “not suffi cient.” 

As Weinstein explains, “Sarkozy is not really 
a new Tony Blair. He will expect more from the 
U.S. than Tony Blair did.” 

The good news is that Washington can expect 
more from Sarkozy’s France than it did from 
Chirac’s. That alone is a step in the right direction 
not just for two nations with a long and storied 
past, but for the future of the entire world. x

Alan W. Dowd, a senior fellow at the Sagamore 
Institute, is a contributing editor to The American 
Legion Magazine.

Sarkozy’s  presidential profi le

1955 Born in Paris
1978 Earned a master’s degree in 
private law
1983 Elected mayor of Neuilly-sur-
Seine
1988 Elected deputy of the National 
Assembly
1993 Appointed minister of the 
Budget
1994 Appointed minister of 
Communication
2002 Appointed minister of the 
Interior, Internal Security and Local 
Freedoms
2004 Appointed minister of the 
Economy, Finance and Industry
2005 Appointed minister of the 
Interior and Town and Country 
Planning
2007 Elected president of the 
French Republic 

Source: Embassy of France
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The best war fi lms ever

Early this year, The American Legion Magazine 
asked veterans to name the best war movie 
ever. Hundreds of responses poured in, and 
when the counting was done, the winner was 
’s “Saving Private Ryan.” The results were 
announced at the GI Film Festival in Washington last 
Memorial Day weekend.

Seventy-one diff erent war fi lms were named by 
readers who submitted ballots. Dale Dye, a 
military adviser and actor in “Saving Private 
Ryan,” accepted a plaque from The American 
Legion, which he later delivered to director 
Steven Spielberg. The plaque’s inscription, 
signed by then-National Commander Paul A. 
Morin, read, “No one knows the cost of war better 
than those who have experienced it. That fi rsthand 
experience by America’s wartime veterans have made 
them the foremost experts in judging the accuracy 
and credibility of American war fi lms. It is with great 
pleasure that the men and women of The American 
Legion, as indicated by a recent survey, name ‘Saving 
Private Ryan’ as ‘The Best War Film Ever.’”

It may not yet have the acclaim and star appeal of 
Cannes, but the fi rst-ever GI Film Festival lured 

its own throng of celebrities last spring, including 
singer Pat Boone and former Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Chairman Richard B. Myers. The four-day event at 
the Ronald Reagan Center featured 22 fi lms that 
lived up to the billing of founders Brandon Millet 
and Laura Law-Millet. The husband-wife team – 
she a U.S. Army veteran and West Point graduate – 
wanted to showcase fi lms through history that 
have demonstrated American military heroism. 

“Simply put, it occurred to us as we followed 
closely the public debate over the current war in 
Iraq, that sometimes in the political tussle over 
this particular confl ict or that, the successes and 
sacrifi ces of our men and women in uniform get 
lost,” the Millets stated in a written message to 
festival attendees last May. “We wanted to remem-
ber, and we wanted others to remember with us. 
In doing a bit of research, we were surprised to 

Festival spotlights cinema’s most heroic soldiers.

BY JOHN RAUGHTER
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fi nd that among the hundreds of fi lm festivals held 
each year, not one of them specifi cally focused on 
the military. And the GI Film Festival was born.”

Director John Dahl, whose 2005 release “The 
Great Raid” accurately portrayed the rescue of 
more than 500 men imprisoned in a Japanese 
POW camp, hosted a screening of his fi lm. He said 
the original script called for a few Rambo-type 
characters to pull off the mission rather than the 
Army’s 6th Ranger Battalion that actually did it.

That original script might have been easier to 
produce, but it would not have matched reality. 
He went with reality. “The most diffi cult chal-
lenge in portraying real military stories in a 
Hollywood fi lm is the temptation to amp up the 
action, consolidate characters and oversimplify 
the strategy,” Dahl said.

The festival featured several unscripted panel 
discussions that often strayed out of the fi lm 
industry and into politics and media. Actor and 
Marine veteran R. Lee Ermey, best known as the 
tough-as-nails drill instructor in “Full Metal 
Jacket,” had strong opinions about both.

“When you hear Sen. Harry Reid say we lost the 

war, how do you suppose that makes the troops 
feel?” Ermey said. “You keep seeing the story of 
the young lady who threatened an Iraqi prisoner 
with a dog, but when an American soldier is killed 
and dragged through the streets naked it’s only a 
one-day story. The media will say we are losing 
the war, but we are not losing the war.”

Editor and author Andrew Carroll, whose books 
“Letters of a Nation” and “War Letters” were New 
York Times best-sellers, said that some in the 
media are afraid that by reporting the heroism of 
the troops they are somehow legitimizing the war. 
“Every time we see a story on Rosie O’Donnell, 
Paris Hilton or Anna Nicole, we are not reading 
about the heroes of Iraq and Afghanistan.”

Country music artist Michael Peterson per-
formed his song “It’s Who We Are” at the festival 
and used the event as a opportunity to interview 
celebrities who support The American Legion’s 
American Legacy Scholarship Fund. “I think it’s 
fantastic to take that slice of American life and 
highlight it at this time in America’s history,” 
Peterson said of the GI Film Festival.

“CSI:NY” star Gary Sinise accepted the festival’s 

‘Saving Private Ryan’

The 1998 fi lm was an Oscar nominee 
for Best Picture but was beaten out by 
“Shakespeare in Love.” Starring Tom 
Hanks and Matt Damon, the movie was 
not without its critics, among them 
some veterans who questioned the 
mission. The wisdom of risking the lives 
of many men to fi nd one just to spare a 
mother the loss of another son to the war 
was also doubted by one of the fi lm’s 
characters. “Don’t we all have mothers?” 
groused Pvt. Reiben.

Retired Marine Capt. Dale Dye, who 
served as the fi lm’s technical adviser, 
acknowledged some imperfections, such 
as the shining rank insignia worn by 
Hanks and the conversations that 
occurred while men walked on patrol.

“Reality can sometimes be boring, and 
you have to have dialogue to keep the 
fi lm moving,” Dye said. 

What makes this fi lm special, many of the 
voters said, is the heroism and horror 
depicted in the D-Day landing and the 
bond shared by those who fought 
alongside each other.

“My vote for ‘Best War Movie Ever’ is 

‘Saving Private Ryan,’” wrote John 
Gerfen of Ballwin, Mo. “Certainly there 
are a lot of very good movies that 
exemplify the spirit of U.S. fi ghting men 
and women. However, this one movie 
showed the brutality of war and the 
courage it took in the fi ght to liberate 
Europe from the Nazis.”

 ‘To Hell and Back’

This 1955 classic is unique because of its 
autobiographical nature. The star, Medal 
of Honor recipient Audie Murphy, played 

himself. The most decorated soldier of 
World War II, Murphy was nearly rejected 
for enlistment because of his small 
stature. He more than proved his worth 
while fi ghting in the European theater. 
“To Hell and Back” re-creates the actions 
that led to Murphy’s Medal of Honor.

“This fi lm, Audie Murphy’s story, left out 
all the usual clichés found in war movies 
and stayed away from the typical 
propaganda connected with this type of 
fi lm,” wrote V.R. Vincent of Conrad, Mont. 
“It told the simple story of one ordinary 
American soldier serving his country and 
being recognized for what he was: an 
outstanding hero and patriot.”

‘The Longest Day’

Another D-Day fi lm, this 1962 epic 
featured a cast that included John 
Wayne, Henry Fonda, Robert Mitchum, 
Sean Connery and Richard Burton. One 
notable person who lost out on a role, 
however, was former President 
Eisenhower. While Ike indicated a 
willingness to portray himself, make-up 
artists did not believe they could make 
the former two-term president resemble 
the younger version of himself. In one of 

The Legion’s Top 10
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Audie Murphy as himself. Corbis

Page 48



Now you too can beat

ERECTILE
DYSFUNCTION

Erectile Dysfunction (ED) affects about 30 million men in the USA. The causes are varied 
and range from psychological reasons to health conditions. But as serious as it is, some men 
still compound the problem by not taking steps to deal with it. The result – often a complete
breakdown in their most intimate relationship.

“My diagnosis of cancer came as a shock to myself
and my wife – little did we know that it would also end
our intimate experiences... that was until we found the
Vacurect™ vacuum therapy system. So simple and
easy to use... after several months of use I began to
regain my normal function.”                – Mobile, AL.

Vacurect™ was designed by a 47 year old professional
engineer who was experiencing ED himself. With the
assistance of urologists and sexologists, he decided to
tackle the problems of bulkiness and awkward method
of use inherent in traditional Vacuum Erection Device
(VED) design. The breakthrough result is an extremely
compact and easy to use solution... see for yourself!

“ For the last five years, my husband and I had been
using an earlier model vacuum system... it was 
awkward to include in our lovemaking and the rings
were uncomfortable for my husband. Now the
Vacurect™ has unbelievably enhanced our intimate
moments together”                            – Clifton, N.J.

Additional Advantages

Control: You determine when, how long and how often.

Consistency: Vacurect™ produces an enhanced erection
every time – no waiting!

Safety: No pills, no implants, no injections and no risky drugs!

Proven Performance: Over 96% effective for thousands
of satisfied users.

Medically Approved Vacurect™ is FDA registered and
approved by Medicare and most other Secondary
Insurance Companies. For your convenience, we will
obtain a prescription from your physician and file all
insurance claims for you.

Why wait another day?
Live your life fully – bring intimacy back into your life
TODAY! Call one of our trained clinical specialists right
now to learn more and to request a FREE Patient
Starter Kit or, if you prefer, complete and send in the
coupon below. Be sure to include your telephone number.

We are so confident that you will find our product 
beneficial, that we offer an unconditional, 30-day money
back guarantee!

YES, please tell me more about the revolutionary Vacurect™.

Name ________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________

City ___________________ State ___________  Zip ________________

Phone ________________________________________________________

E-mail ________________________________________________________

Please Fax: (706) 210-4740, or mail completed coupon to:
BONRO Medical Inc., PO Box 1880, Evans, GA. 30809

AL.10.07

Call today
TOLL-FREE!

877-266-7699
BONRO Medical Inc.

4490 Washington Rd.,
Bldg. 100, Suite 16
Evans, GA. 30809

Visit our website
www.bonro.com

Typical conventional VEDS Vacurect™

Bonro.4c.Am.Leg.09.06.ad  7/05/07  12:00 PM  Page 1

Page 49



the fi lm’s more memorable lines, 
Brig. Gen. Norman Cota spells out his 
expectations to the men: “I don”t have 
to tell you the story. You all know it. 
Only two kinds of people are gonna stay 
on this beach: those that are already 
dead and those that are gonna die. 
Now get off  your butts. You guys are 
the Fighting 29th.”

‘Band of Brothers’

This 2001 HBO 10-part miniseries reunited 
“Saving Private Ryan” alumni Steven 
Spielberg and Tom Hanks and the late 
historian and author Stephen Ambrose 
as producers. Dye once again provided 
his military expertise.

“‘Band of Brothers’ is a war movie 
about comradeship at its best,” wrote 
Joe Langenbach, of Allentown, Pa. 
“We watch these paratroopers of Easy 
Company from their training in Georgia 
overseas to England to D-Day to 
V-E Day ... We see the mental strain and, 
in a few cases, breakdown of some men. 
All one has to do is watch this HBO movie 
to know that this is the way it was, 
without the Hollywood hype.”

‘Battleground’

The winner of two Academy Awards, 
this 1949 fi lm portrays a 101st Airborne 
Division platoon at the Battle of the 
Bulge. It stars Van Johnson and Ricardo 
Montalban in a tale of survival against 
German spies wearing U.S. Army 
uniforms, relentless artillery, bitter 
winter weather, dwindling supplies and 
a fi erce enemy. Filmed just fi ve years 
after the real Battle of the Bulge, 
producers were able to fi nd plenty of 
veterans to supply details.

“I was an infantry PFC during this battle 
and think the movie was an excellent 
representation of the way things were – 
the only lack of authenticity was, of 
course, the lack of profanity,” wrote 
William G. Howe of Schenectady, N.Y.

‘A Walk in the Sun’

Set in Italy, this 1945 World War II fi lm 
does not rely on combat action but 
instead on the perspectives and 
observations of infantrymen who 
reveal their true characters while 
contemplating their mission, which is to 
capture an enemy-held farmhouse. Dana 
Andrews plays platoon squad leader Sgt. 
Tyne, who assumes command after his 
superiors are killed. Burgess Meredith 
supplies eff ective narration.

“It is an uncomplicated and low-tech 
story of a group of Americans doing a 
job,” wrote Roger Stryeski of Roselle, N.J. 
“The scene that I remember most 
was the Lloyd Bridges’ character 
commenting, as a farmer, on the poor 
quality of the Italian soil – what a 
metaphor.” 

‘We Were Soldiers’

The only non-World War II fi lm to fi nish 
in the top 10, this 2002 movie stars 
Mel Gibson as Lt. Col. Hal Moore, who 
leads the 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry 
into Ia Drang Valley, the fi rst major 
U.S. ground battle in the Vietnam War. 
The fi lm is based on the book “We Were 
Soldiers Once ... and Young” by Moore 
and Joseph L. Galloway. 

As Sgt. Maj. Basil Plumley, actor Sam 
Elliott delivers a memorable line when a 
soldier innocently comments on a 
“beautiful morning.” Plumley bluntly 
retorts, “What, are you a (expletive) 
weatherman now?”

“Most movies about Vietnam 
were garbage that made it look like 
U.S. soldiers were the bad guys,” 
wrote Samuel D. High of Lonoke, Ark. 
“This movie was based on real soldiers 
in a real battle, and it showed the honor 
and courage the vast majority of us had 
who served in Vietnam.”

‘Sands of Iwo Jima’

John Wayne stars as Marine Sgt. John 

Stryker in this 1949 fi lm, which earned 
the Duke his fi rst Academy Award 
nomination. Real-life Mount Suribachi 
fl ag-raisers Rene Gagnon, Ira Hayes and 
John Bradley also appear in the fi lm. 

‘Twelve O’Clock High’
Screenwriters Sy Barlett and Bernie 
Lay Jr. drew on their own World War II 
experiences with the 8th Air Force in this 
1949 fi lm starring Gregory Peck. “Twelve 
O’Clock High” includes actual combat 
footage, with other segments of the fi lm 
shot at Eglin Air Force Base.

Peck doesn’t win any friends at fi rst as 
hard-nosed Brig. Gen. Frank Savage, 
but the men eventually see the value 
in his approach. The fi lm is often 
screened at leadership seminars and 
at the U.S. service academies.

‘The Story of GI Joe’

World War II was still being fought when 
this fi lm was released in 1945. Sadly, war 
correspondent Ernie Pyle was killed in 
action on Okinawa without ever seeing it. 
Based on his experiences and newspaper 
dispatches from North Africa and Italy, 
the fi lm stars Burgess Meredith and 
Robert Mitchum and is a no-holds-barred 
portrayal of the infantry, complete with 
mud, blood and death. Guadalcanal and 
Tarawa veteran Charles Wysocki of Green 
Valley, Ariz., writes: “It is the most realistic 
war movie I have ever seen.”

“GI Spirit Award.” Sinise has entertained 
thousands of U.S. troops as bass guitarist for 
the Lt. Dan Band, a group named for his role 
as a Vietnam war double amputee in 1994’s 
“Forrest Gump.”

Sinise recalled a recent visit to Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center in Washington. “One of the 

soldiers said he was like Lt. Dan now. It was 
a bad joke, I know, but there is nothing funny 
about the outstanding job that these brave men 
and women are doing.”  x

John Raughter is communications director for 
The American Legion.
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Gregory Peck as Brig. Gen. Frank Savage. 
Corbis
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Martin “Marty” Conatser is a membership guy, 
plain and simple. 

He’ll tell you that. His friends and family will 
tell you that. Illinois Legionnaires – numbering 
nearly 129,000 thanks largely to Conatser’s efforts 
as the department’s fi rst membership director – 
will tell you that. He’s a salesman by trade, and as 
national commander of The American Legion, he 
sees the organization as a valuable product to sell, 
a great deal for veterans and their families.

“We have tremendous people who give of 
themselves so freely, of their time and of their 

energy and of their money,” says Conatser, who 
was elected at the 89th National Convention in 
August. “But we often don’t tell them that they’re 
part of a big program. Who’s fi ghting right now to 
get soldiers the equipment and medical gear they 
need, and to improve the GI Bill? How many 
Vietnam War veterans realize that the Legion fi led 
the suit on Agent Orange? Those are the types of 
things The American Legion does routinely, and 
we don’t tell anybody.

“Membership and membership recruiting is 
about helping veterans understand what the 

Sold on The American Legion
With decades of experience in military recruiting and sales, 
National Commander Marty Conatser is eager to grow 
the nation’s largest veterans organization.

BY MATT GRILLS
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Legion is about and how easy it is to be part of our 
organization, which does so much good.”

Having spent most of his life in the high-
pressure world of sales, Conatser knows how to 
make a pitch. For 21 years, as operations sergeant 
major for recruiting, he enlisted young men and 
women in the Illinois Army National Guard – 
“selling the military experience,” he calls it. After 
retiring in 1996, he went to work for The Ameri-
can Legion Department of Illinois, where Conatser 
created his dream job: membership director. In the 
position, he developed training programs and 

recruiting awards for all levels of leadership while 
pushing Illinois to 100 percent.

In 2002, Conatser began seriously considering a 
run for national commander. Recognizing he’d 
need a job with fl exible hours and extended time 
off for travel – his candidacy has taken him to all 
55 Legion departments and even to Iraq to visit 
with U.S. troops – Conatser joined Worden-Martin 
Auto Group in Champaign as a salesman. 

“We all knew what we had right away,” says 
Wayne Weber, dealership president. “We decided 
early on we would allow him all the time off he 
needs to serve as national commander, because 
he’s so industrious anyway. When he’s here, it’s 
like double time for anyone else. You never have to 
worry about what he’s thinking or doing, because 
he’s always moving the ball down the fi eld.”

 
Courtship and Courtside. Conatser and his wife, 
Sharon, own a house just minutes from the Univer-
sity of Illinois campus, where she works as an 
administrative assistant in the College of Agricul-
tural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences. They 
decided together that Marty should pursue the 
Legion’s highest offi ce, and his campaign was a 
family affair. Sharon’s father, Clayborn Lofton, 
chaired the campaign committee, and her mother, 
Irene, served as co-treasurer. Clayborn is an 
Illinois past department commander, and Irene is a 
past president of the Illinois Auxiliary. 

“They think I’m the best thing that ever hap-
pened to Sharon,” Conatser jokes. The couple met 
through her parents in 1989, on a bus trip to the 
71st National Convention in Baltimore. Both 
Sharon and Marty were divorced at the time, and 
both were already heavily involved in American 
Legion activities. They fell in love and married the 
next year. Between them, they have three sons, 
Richard, Rick and Bryan, and three grandchildren.

The American Legion is every bit as important 
to Sharon as it is her husband; she grew up 
attending meetings and conventions, and, like her 
mother, she served as Auxiliary department 
president. “Sometimes people think only one of 
you can be active in an organization, which 
frustrates the heck out of us,” Sharon says. “We 
both believe in The American Legion, as a family, 
and we wouldn’t be as active as we are if we 
didn’t believe the other one had a place to serve.”

National Commander Marty Conatser has belonged to American 
Legion Lincoln Post 102 in Deland, Ill., for nearly 30 years.  The 
American Legion remains the most active organization in the town 
of 450 people, many of them veterans. Tom Strattman
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The only activity rivaling the Legion for the 
Conatsers’ affections is University of Illinois 
sports. A magnet on their refrigerator identifi es the 
Fighting Illini season-ticket holders as diehard 
fans; down the hall an entire room is stuffed with 
memorabilia celebrating their favorite football and 
basketball teams, including Chief Illiniwek statues 
and plates, panoramic photos from memorable 
games, orange-and blue pillow shams and Christ-
mas ornaments. A light bulb hanging from the 
ceiling shines inside an orange football helmet. 
Outside, orange fl owers form an “I.”

 During basketball season, Conatser tunes 
in even when the Illini aren’t playing. “I don’t 
even have to know the teams,” he says. “I just 
enjoy watching.”

Hometown Boy. Driving through his hometown 
of Deland, about 20 miles west of Champaign, 
Conatser describes an upbringing that’s as 
American as apple pie. With a population of 
about 450, the town has never really grown and 
never really shrunk, because it’s a good place to 
live, he says. “It’s what everybody wants, a place 
they can remember that hasn’t changed a lot, 
that’s still friendly.” 

Conatser’s father worked as a farmer and car-
penter, and his mother raised their fi ve children 
while balancing occasional jobs. As a boy, he 
loved baseball, and in high school he played 
football for two years before taking a job mak-
ing resistor coils.

After graduation, Conatser worked on a local 
family’s farm while taking college classes. When 
the family sold their land, he decided to sign up for 

His 26-year military career wasn’t planned; he just 
enjoyed recruiting for the Illinois Army National 
Guard. Then one day he woke up and realized he’d 
put in 12 years. “At that point I fi gured I could do the 
next eight standing on my head,” he says.

His wife, Sharon, feared he’d get them killed at a 
1998 college basketball game – specifi cally, Indiana 
University vs. University of Illinois at Assembly Hall 
in Bloomington, Ind. Moments before IU Coach Bob 
Knight was ejected for berating referee Ted Valentine, 
Conatser – wearing blue and orange, and sitting as a 
guest in the heavy-donor section – stood up and 
yelled, “Throw the jerk out!”

He’s not a coff ee drinker. His preferred morning 
beverage is Diet Pepsi. 

Every year, he and a close friend – Illinois Department 
Commander Myron Kirby – take the longest and 
most circuitous route they can fi nd to the Legion’s 
national convention. Along the way, they drop in 
on local posts.

He’s a Chicago White Sox fan, because the team off ers 
free admission to members of the U.S. military. 

His favorite food is Italian. His least favorite? Chinese.

Twice a year, he travels north to Wisconsin to go 
snowmobiling. In 1977, a friend invited him, and he 
got hooked. “I don’t give it up for anybody,” he says.

He’s a cancer survivor. Years ago, driving back from 
visiting his cancer-stricken brother in New Orleans, 
Conatser got a call confi rming he too had it. He’s now 
cancer-free, and  he considers it the most diffi  cult 
challenge he’s ever faced.

He and Sharon are tailgating fanatics, and their 
University of Illinois football parties are legendary. 
For 11 o’clock games, they fi x breakfast before and 
eat lunch afterward. For 1 o’clock games, it’s lunch 
before and a snack later. Anywhere from six to 
60 people show up. 

He and his younger brother, Wayne, used to drag 
race. As the “C&C Boys,” they drove several cars, 
including a ’67 red and white Camaro, while 
competing on the Midwest circuit. They even got 
a mention in Hot Rod magazine.
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Marty Conatser and his wife, Sharon, share a love for The 
American Legion family. She has served as the Auxiliary's national 
membership chairman and Illinois state president. Tom Strattman

Top Ten Things You Don’t Know 
About Marty Conatser
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FREE SUPPLY! 

Psoriasis? Dermatitis?
Dry Itchy Skin?

Now there’s  Soravil™, the scientifically advanced skin therapy 
system, clinically proven to provide immediate relief from psoriasis, 

dermatitis, dandruff, and other bothersome skin disorders.

Call now and get 
your risk-free trial!  

1-800-503-0897

BEFORE AFTERBEFORE AFTER

Now you can relieve the itching and 
restore your skin to its clear healthy state!

Active Ingredient FDA Approved • Easy Application-No Mess • Steroid-Free Formula 
Provides Immediate Relief • Works On All Skin Types • Results Guaranteed

Mention offer # 924 and ask how you can get a FREE SUPPLY! 

Success Stories:

Psoriasis? Dermatitis?
Dry Itchy Skin?

“Right away it cleared my arms up.  
I think your product is wonderful. 

Thanks so much!”  
-Judy K.

“I am amazed at the improvement that
Soravil has made to my scalp!  To say 

I’m delighted would be putting it lightly.”
-David L.

If you suffer from an irritating skin disorder…you must try Soravil™. Soravil™ is
proven to relieve the redness and irritation associated with chronic skin disorders.
This clinically tested formula moisturizes and heals dry damaged skin, leaving it
feeling smooth, supple, and healthy again. So if you’re ready to rejuvenate your
damaged skin back to its clear healthy state…it’s time for you to try Soravil™!

Unlike anything you may have tried in the past, this highly effective formula is 
guaranteed to work for you!  Don’t suffer any longer… Call now for your risk-free
trial, 1-800-503-0897, Offer # 924.  
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the active-duty Army National Guard 
program, and in 1971 he attended basic 
and advanced infantry training at Fort 
Polk, La. He ended up loving the 
military, particularly the challenge of 
recruiting, and fi gured since he was 
happy with it he might as well make the 
Guard his career.

About the same time, Conatser began 
to get involved at American Legion 
Lincoln Post 102 in Deland. He’d been 
a member for years, but when he attend-
ed a post meeting to seek support for 
the local Little League, he got a whole 
lot more than new uniforms. “When 
I left that night, I was the post com-
mander,” he says.

Again, Conatser had stumbled upon an 
unintentional career course, this one in 
The American Legion. Since 1982, he’s leapfrogged 
from one Legion leadership position to another, 
including district, division and department com-
mander. Nationally, he has served on the Veterans 
Planning and Coordinating Committee, and as 
chairman of the Membership & Post Activities 
Committee, as well as the Legislative Commission.

Along the way, Conatser has taken time to 
mentor and encourage younger Legionnaires. 
One of them is Chuck Zelinsky, a member of the 
National Public Relations Commission and past 
department historian for Illinois. 

“When Marty was elected state commander, 
I was on the stage to hear his speech, and right 
then I knew I had more to give to the Legion, and 
I wanted to,” he says. “Since then, I’ve become 
active in the organization. He’s been my installing 
offi cer twice, when I was post commander and 
when I was county commander. He inspires me, 
so I look forward to his leadership this year as 
national commander.”

 
Good Old Days. Ever the optimist, Conatser isn’t 
one to lament for yesterday’s American Legion. 
He’d rather talk about the bright future he sees 
ahead. “We’ll always like to reminisce about 
what was,” he says. “Well, I’m making my good 
old days today.”

As for young Legionnaires and increasing their 
involvement, Conatser can only remember what it 
was like for himself, for many years a member but 
not all that active until later years. 

“Many of us have forgotten that at 25 or 30 we 
didn’t have much extra money or time,” he says. 
“We were trying to raise our families. When we 

get that young veteran, we need to realize that he’s 
not going to be down at the post one night a week 
doing the work of The American Legion right now. 
We need to try to get him or her to come help us 
on one program a year and keep his membership 
up. There will come a time when he can be more 
active in the organization.” 

Some posts are already trying a more family-
oriented outreach, with youth soccer, child care 
and Scout sponsorship acting as magnets. 

“Instead of talking about what your membership 
does for you and for your fellow veteran, we’re 
saying, ‘Oh no, it costs $4.50 more,’” he says, shak-
ing his head. “That’s not a six-pack of pop. It just 
doesn’t mean anything. All the time I talk to 
people who say they don’t know if they get any-
thing out of it. And I ask them, ‘Would you 
give $25 a year to an organization dedicated to 
helping children and veterans?’ Most of them say 
yeah, they’d donate $25. That’s your dues, folks. 
If you never step foot in an American Legion post, 
that’s your dues.

“We’re spending too much time on the cost of 
membership when we should be talking about the 
value of membership. We should be selling the fact 
that what we do is the right thing for America. 
We’re selling the good things we do for other 
veterans and their families. People stood up and 
protected our benefi ts without us even knowing it, 
and now we’re doing the same for the next genera-
tion of veterans. We have to let them know that’s 
what we’re doing. That’s when we’ll succeed.” x

Matt Grills is an associate editor at The American 
Legion Magazine.

Marty Conatser is a salesman for Worden-Martin Auto Group of Champaign, Ill. 
He says the dealership is a proud contributor to the Legion's American Legacy 
Scholarship Fund. Tom Strattman
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“In this case, we thought it was a good idea 
to teach him what true service is like.”

Assistant U.S. Attorney Ron Friedman,
on the court sentencing of counterfeit Vietnam War 

veteran Reggie Buddle, who received two years’ 

probation and 500 hours of labor tending to graves 

at Tahoma National Cemetery in Washington. 

Buddle posed as a U.S. Marine captain and 

military chaplain in 2005 and 2006. 

“It’s not something macho police offi  cers
want covering their biceps.”

Bangkok Police Col. Pongpat Chayaphan,
announcing that Thai offi  cers must wear 

hot-pink armbands featuring “Hello Kitty” as 

a badge of shame if they violate department rules

“As the election campaign in America is 
heating up, we would not like American 
candidates to fi ght their elections and 

contest elections at our expense.”
Pakistani Foreign Minister Khusheed Kasuri,

on Sen. Barack Obama’s comment that, if elected 

U.S. president, he might order strikes against 

terrorists hiding in the Islamic country

“Look, this isn’t the 15th century.
You can’t go around the world and just plant 
fl ags and say, ‘We’re claiming this territory.’”

Canadian Foreign Minister Peter MacKay,
waving away the suggestion of a threat to Canadian 

sovereignty in the Arctic after Russia planted a 

fl ag on the seabed beneath the North Pole

“Boom, boom, boom, and we were just 
dropping, dropping, dropping, dropping.”

Jamie Winegar of Houston, whose car was 

crossing the Interstate 35 West bridge in 

Minneapolis when it collapsed Aug. 1, sending 

dozens of vehicles into the Mississippi River

“I would do anything in the world to quit 
smoking. I’m just so sick of it.”

Jodi Perkins of Iowa, who called the 

Polk County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce in July to ask if she could 

be jailed for a few days to help her kick the habit

“They really have no idea where they are.” 
Rachel Stohl of the Center for Defense Information, 

on a government report revealing that the Pentagon 

lost track of 190,000 AK-47 assault rifl es and pistols 

given to Iraqi security forces in 2004 and 2005

“I won’t meddle any more than 
Arthur Sulzberger does.”

Rupert Murdoch, new owner of The Wall Street Journal, 

referring to the liberal New York Times’ publisher

“I don’t want to get in the way.
 I want to do what I am asked to do 

and what I am needed to do.” 
Former President Bill Clinton, describing his possible 

role as fi rst husband in an interview with ABC’s “Nightline”

THE SBA’S PATRIOT EXPRESS PILOT LOANS PROGRAM grants banks new autonomy to approve business loans 
of up to $, for veterans, reservists, Guardsmen, spouses or widows.  www.sba.gov/patriotexpress/

[VERBATIM]
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Dave Winfi eld represents American 
Legion Baseball at its best. In an era when 
the sport’s literature consists of tabloid 
tomes like Jose Canseco’s “Juiced” and 
David Wells’ “Perfect I’m Not,” the Major 
League Baseball Hall of Famer’s book, 
“Dropping the Ball,” stands apart.

Even though Winfi eld had legendary 
battles with Yankees owner George 
Steinbrenner and once played for Billy 
Martin, you will fi nd no dirt in this literary 
work. The former American Legion Baseball 
star uses the book to tout his proposal, 
“The  Baseball United Plan,” because, 
Winfi eld says, “The game I love is hurting.” 
Now a vice president of the San Diego 
Padres, he recently spoke with 
The American Legion Magazine.

Q: What do you mean by “Baseball United”?
A: I call it a check-up and a prescription for our national pastime. 
There is a disconnect in the game. Under that disconnect, there are 
“three Cs.” One is competition. One is cost. And one is continuity. 
This is why I titled the book “Dropping the Ball.” Baseball, for a 
long time, was passed from father to son, generation to generation, 
seamlessly. It didn’t cost anything. Now Parks and Recs don’t have 

budgets to support baseball, and 
other sports have come into that 
vacuum. When I grew up, base-
ball was huge – the primary sport 
in America. Now this isn’t the 
case. People didn’t think the 
Super Bowl would succeed. 
People didn’t aspire to be an 
NBA player. College sports were 

nowhere near as large as today. There were no such things as 
video games, and kids in America could go outside and play for 
hours at a time unsupervised. Society has changed. 

A lot of places today don’t even have baseball teams that are of 
primary importance or competitive, especially at public schools. 
So America is looking at two separate but unequal paths to playing 
baseball. If you grew up in an urban area with an under-funded 
Parks and Recreation department, you have little chance of 
playing good baseball. I offer suggestions, and that’s what the 
book is about. 

“Dropping the 
Ball: Baseball’s 
Troubles and How 
We Can and Must 
Solve Them”
Dave Winfi eld
with Michael Levin
(Scribner) 211 pages

[INTERVIEW]

DROPPING THE BALL
Hall of Famer Dave Winfi eld off ers remedies
for a game he says is ‘hurting.’ 

SEE WINFIELD, PAGE 

Tom Strattman
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WASHINGTON, D.C. —
For nearly 100 years, the
Lincoln Cent has been a
familiar everyday coin. But
that may become history if
recent legislation such as The
Legal Tender Modernization Act 
(HR2528) is enacted, eliminating 
the one-cent coin forever. 

Wheat Cents by the Pound
The First Federal Coin Corp. is announcing
the limited release to the public of bags of 
old vintage “Wheat Back” Lincoln Cents
(1909-1958). These solid bronze coins
have not been minted for over 45 years.
Most have long disappeared, but now 
you can acquire them not by the rarity of
individual coins but by troy weight — just
$19.95 for a full half-pound bag of original
vintage “Wheaties.”

Five Decades of Historic
“Wheaties” — Guaranteed!

Affectionately called “Wheat” cents for
the distinctive wheat ears flanking the

denomination on the
back, every bag will have
coins spanning all these
decades:

• 1910-1919
• 1920-1929
• 1930-1939
• 1940-1949
• 1950-1958
• P, D & S Mint Marks

Limited Supply — Order Today 
There is no telling how many different
dates and mintmark coins will be 
discovered in each bag. Every coin 
will have fully readable dates and 
mintmarks GUARANTEED. Supplies 
are limited. They’re sure to make a 
treasured gift or legacy for your children,
family and friends.

NOTICE: Due to market trends in the
price of vintage U.S. coins this advertised
price cannot be guaranteed and is subject
to change without notice. Call the toll-free
number today to avoid disappointment.

Full Money-Back
Guarantee

You must be 100% 
satisfied or return it 

via insured mail within
30 days of receipt for a

prompt refund of the purchase price.

Half Troy Pound Bag U.S. Coins 
$19.95 + S&H

Order More & SAVE! 
Giant 3-Troy Pound “Collector” Bag  
$99.00 + S&H
SAVE $20.70!
(Plus FREE 19th Century Indian Head Penny!)

TOLL-FREE 24 HOURS A DAY

1-800-859-1538
Promotional Code BWC162

Please mention Promotional Code when you call.

We can also accept your check by phone. 
To order by mail call for details.

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. BWC162 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

Note: The First Federal Coin Corp. is a private distributor of 
government and private coin and medallic issues and is not affiliated
with the United States Government.

Bags of Old ”Wheat Back” Cents
Released to the Public

FREE Indian
Head Cent

FREE 1800s Indian Head
Cent with 3-Pound Bag!

CALL NOW! 

100%
“Wheat Back” Cents 
GUARANTEED!

U.S. Government to Abolish 
the Lincoln Cent… FOREVER?

FirstFederalCoinCorp.com 1-800-859-1538

Member Better Business Bureau
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Q: What would it take for baseball to 
regain its former prominence?
A: It may be the strength of an 
American Legion program or a Parks 
and Recs department. It may be the 
strength of a small businessman or a 
large corporation saying we are going 
to establish an area where we have 
fi elds designated for youth baseball, 
at each level, with consistency of 
coaching, moving to the next level. 
There are so many Latin American 
players. People don’t know that 
academies have started 30 years ago 
in other countries, and they have 
really taken root. It’s less expensive 
for Major League Baseball to develop 
talent there. In our minor league 
system, over 40 percent are foreign 
players. I am not saying it’s bad or 
good. It’s just what is happening. 

I wrote a chapter on the last black Major Leaguer. In 10 years, 
if the trend lines stay the same, there will be one person left. 
How come African-American players aren’t playing? Some say 
that maybe they just don’t like the game anymore, but I was also 
looking at it from a business standpoint. African-Americans have 
the second most spending power in America, over $700 billion.

Q: You’ve always been anti-drug. What effect has Barry Bonds – his 
home-run record and allegations of steroid abuse – had on the game?
A: The public is confl icted about the top players. People are 
confl icted about, “Should I support them? Should I like them? 
Do I want my kids to be like them?” That’s the image people have 
of baseball and our top players. When we look back 10 years from 
now, we will look at 1996 to 2006 as an era that’s suspect. Some 
argue that the drugs weren’t illegal in the sport at the time. I say,  
“Hey, the drugs were illegal in America. If you were transporting, 
selling or using them, you can go to jail. So they were illegal. 
That’s not a defense.”

Q: How did American Legion Baseball contribute to your develop-
ment as a young man and as a player?
A: It was a very positive experience for me. It was a proud time for 
our community, too, because we had some pretty good teams and 
gained some recognition. It was just part of the youth baseball 
experience that brought our community close together – the 
families, the kids, the experiences of growing up. It was valuable. 
I had good coaching and we had good teams. The American Legion 
tournaments contributed to me getting the college scholarships and 
being drafted by Major League Baseball.

Interview: John Raughter

The Dave Winfi eld File

Born: 1951, St. Paul, Minn.
Drafted: First round, San Diego 
Padres, 1973
Height: 6-foot-6
Weight: 220
Seasons played: 22
Positions: Outfi eld, fi rst base, 
third base, designated hitter
Teams: Padres, Yankees, Angels, 
Blue Jays, Twins, Indians
Career batting average: .283
Home runs: 465
Hall of Fame: Inducted 2001

WINFIELD, FROM PAGE 58
“All Americans should be united 
in our gratitude and appreciation to our 
military men and women for the risks 
and sacrifi ces they endure in the protection 
of our liberty and unalienable rights. 
(T)he war in Iraq is a necessary and just 
eff ort to bring stability to the Middle East 
and protect America from further attack ... 
victory can and will be achieved by U.S. 
and Iraqi forces fi ghting together for liberty 
and democracy in Iraq ... We stand proudly 
in support of our men and women who 
are fi ghting to defend our nation.”

From a petition campaign launched by 
Families United for Our Troops and Their Mission, 

a coalition of Gold Star and Blue Star families, 

striving to reassure U.S. servicemembers fi ghting in 

the war on terror that America stands behind them

 www.familiesunitedmission.com

[STATEMENT]

Who’s in
Other than the United States and Iraq, 
25 countries now have military forces in 
the Iraq theater: 

Albania
Armenia
Australia
Azerbaijan
Bosnia-Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Czech Republic
Denmark
El Salvador
Estonia
Georgia
Japan
Kazakhstan
Latvia
Lithuania
Macedonia
Moldova
Mongolia
Poland
Romania
Singapore
Slovakia
South Korea
Ukraine
United Kingdom

[OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM]

AP

DoD
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www.healthy-america.com

These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and 
Drug Administration. These products are not intended to 

diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent any disease.
*Based on major retailers’ pricing at time of printing.
See www.healthy-america.com for full information

regarding our warranty policy. Complete details
available free upon written request. 

Call now for a FREE catalog with 
your order or visit

www.healthy-america.com.

Satisfaction
Guaranteed!

Save on Over 1,000 Quality Products at Incredible Prices.

Limited-time offer. Don’t miss out!

Call Now 1-800-491-0332
24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

Qty. Total Price
Triple-Strength Glucosamine
Chondroitin (000822C) $12.99

Coenzyme Q10 (001465C) $12.99

Triple Omega 3-6-9 (001332C) $12.99

Subtotal  

CA Residents Add 7.25% Sales Tax

Shipping & Handling

Total
FREE

Our
Price

Buy Direct From the Manufacturer and Save!

Retail Value: $40*

Triple-Strength
Glucosamine Chondroitin

Clinically tested dosages  
Promotes joint comfort 
Encourages mobility

Retail Value: $50*

Coenzyme Q10
  Critical nutrient for energy production 
  Supports heart, brain, and lung health 
  A top antioxidant every cell needs
  Helps combat the CoQ10-depleting effects 

of cholesterol-lowering statin drugs

Retail Value: $25*

Triple Omega 3-6-9
Fish, flaxseed, and borage oils 
Ideal ratio of the “good fats” 

  Helps support heart, brain, 
and cellular health

Try any of our 
top-selling products 

for just
$1299

each +FREE
  Shipping

Healthy America believes healthy choices 
should be affordable. With our wholesale 
prices, you’ll save up to 55% on the best 
supplements money can buy. Experience 
Healthy America’s quality for yourself 
through this special offer. Why pay more 
for the same products?

Not available in Iowa.
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States seek ways to keep 
Old Glory made in America

Minnesota has passed a measure 
to ensure that all American fl ags sold 
in the state are made in America. 
Penalties for selling foreign-made 
fl ags include 
90 days in  
jail and up   
to $1,000 
in fi nes.

“The 
biggest 
honor that 
you can give 
the fl ag is 
that it be 
made by 
American 
workers in the United States of 
America,” Democratic State 
Rep. Tom Rukavina said.

Minnesota is not alone. The 
state of Arizona is making sure 
that schools and colleges are 
outfi tted with American fl ags 
made in the United States. 
Tennessee has a law on the books 
requiring that any American fl ag 
purchased with state funds be made 
in America. Plus, similar bills are 
reportedly under consideration in 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania.

According to the Flag 
Manufacturers Association of 
America, $5.3 million worth of 
American fl ags were imported in 
2006. China accounted for 
$5 million of that business. That’s 
dramatically down from the 
$51.7 million worth of American 
fl ags that fl owed into the country 
in 2001, $29.7 million from China. 

[THE FLAG]

After a three-day visit to Iraq, Martin “Marty” Conatser of Cham-
paign, Ill., had a blunt message for Congress: “The troops are doing 
their jobs. Now do your jobs and support them. I met with Gen. 
(David) Petraeus. All the troops I talked to respect and believe in 
him. The Senate confi rmed Gen. Petraeus, and now Congress must 
allow him to complete his mission to build a safer, stable Iraq that 
will not threaten its neighbors or the United States.

“The media dwell on the negative and report very little on the 
considerable successes. Everything I saw points to the fact that the 
surge is working.”

At the time of the visit, Conatser was the leading candidate to 
become national commander of The American Legion. He said the 
experience gave him unforgettable insight, especially regarding the 
easing of tension between religious groups. “I met an impressive Iraqi 
general who was Shia and commanding many Sunnis,” Conatser said. 
“It didn’t seem to be much of an issue to them, but it just demonstrates 
how the terrorists are able to stir things up among the masses.”

Conatser, a retired sergeant major in the Illinois National Guard, 
said morale was high. “Naturally most would rather be home, and tour 
extensions can be demoralizing,” he said. “But I didn’t meet anyone 
who said the United States should abandon the mission there.”

[OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM]

Conatser: ‘Surge is working’

Aided by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Afghanistan and Tajikistan are 
linked for the fi rst time in history by a bridge spanning the Oxus River. Construc-
tion of the 2,200-foot structure began in 2003. U.S. offi cials believe the $43 million 
project will open new trade opportunities for Tajiks, Afghans and Pakistanis. 
“This is going to be a booming place,” Col. Christopher Toomey told Stars and 
Stripes. Toomey leads the Corps of Engineers’ Afghanistan Engineer District. 
“This is going to be like an interstate intersection in the United States.”

The bridge includes one traffi c lane for each direction and an additional path for 
bicycle and foot traffi c. The Corps expects 1,000 cars to cross the border a day. 

[FOREIGN AFFAIRS]

Bridge over the river Oxus
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Made outside America

 VALUE OF
 IMPORTED
YEAR U.S. FLAGS
 $. million 
 $. million 
 $. million
 $ million 
 $. million 
 $. million 

www.fmaa-usa.com/

resources_links/usfl ag_statistics.php

Marty Conatser, left, at the time the leading candidate for national commander of The American Legion, 
joined representatives of other veterans organizations and DoD escorts in an August tour of Baghdad and the 
Iraq war theater, where they saw signs of progress. 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
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Turn tough fall cleanup into a “ride in the park” with the new 9 Horsepower Cyclone Rake XL.  
It’s the most powerful machine we’ve ever sold.  It lifts and pulverizes tons of leaves as you 
drive.  Works with virtually any riding mower, even Zero-Turns.  Huge 8-inch diameter 
JetPath™ Vacuum System gives the most clog-free performance in the toughest conditions.  

And it’s easy to store — folds up flat and hangs right on the wall!

Woodland Power Products, Inc., Dept. AL1007, 72 Acton St., West Haven, CT 06516

1-866-243-5328TOLL-
FREE

6-Month Risk-Free Trial 
Full 3-Year Warranty

Call NOW or visit www.CycloneRake.com for a FREE Information Kit

The 9 HP King of Lawn Vacuums!

Folds Up Flat for Storage!

NEW

Live your life,
Love your bath tub

Walk-In 

Bath Tubs 

from Premier

1-800-578-2899

  Ed
McMahon

Send to: Premier Bathrooms Inc, 2330 South Nova 
Rd, South Daytona, Florida 32119

Please send me a FREE Premier 
Brochure today!

Put the smile back into bathing with 
a Premier Walk-In Tub. If you struggle taking 
your bath, talk to us at Premier about our 
extensive range of walk-in tubs.

the fear of slipping or falling.
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American Legion 
Junior Air Rifl e 
National 
Championship 
results
Colorado Springs, 
Aug. 9-11

Precision
1 Dempster 
Christenson, 
Sioux Falls, S.D., 2,462.2
2 Kyle Smith, 
DuBois, Pa., 2,459.9
3 Abigail Stanic, 
Wadsworth, Ohio, 
2,452.8
4 Joseph Walkowicz, 
Nashville, Tenn., 2,457.0
5 Matthew Pueppke, 
Amenia, N.D., 2,448.0

Sporter
1 Noel Maxwell, 
Bowling Green, Ky., 
2,309.7
2 Marco Aguayo, 
McAllen, Texas, 2,308.3
3 Kaitlyn Martin, 
Peralta, N.M., 2,288.5
4 Joe Montanez, 
Pharr-San Juan-Alamo 
High School, Texas, 
2,272.7
5 Kurt Hakola, 
Port Crane, N.Y, 2,263.4
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Kentucky teen youngest to take national title
[SHOOTING SPORTS] 

A 13-year-old girl from Bowling 
Green, Ky., was cool under 
pressure, narrowly winning the 
fi nal shoot-off to become the 
youngest-ever fi rst-place winner 
at the 17th Annual American 
Legion Junior Air Rifl e National 
Championship at the U.S. Olym-
pic Training Center in Colorado 
Springs, Colo. Noel Maxwell’s 
performance Aug. 9-11 – scoring 
2,309.7 out of a possible 2,509 – 
brought home the crown by less 
than one point in the Sporter competi-
tion. She is a member of the Corvette 
City Shooting Team, sponsored by 
Post 23. 

Seventeen-year-old Dempster Chris-
tenson of Sioux Falls, S.D., won the 
overall Precision championship with a 
score of 2,462.2 out of a possible 2,509. 
Christenson is a member of the 
Humboldt Sharpshooters, sponsored 
by William H. Crippen Post 62.

One national record fell during this 
year’s competition. Kurt Hakola set the 
new Sporter fi nal shoot-off record of 
96.4 out of a possible 109, eclipsing the 
2004 mark of 93.7. Hakola also fi n-
ished fi fth overall in the Sporter 

category. The Port Crane, N.Y., native 
competes for the Binghamton Rifl e 
Club, sponsored by Post 1845.

Tournament staff selected New 
Mexico shooter Kaitlyn Martin to 
receive the annual Francis M. Reding-
ton Sportsmanship award, established 
in May 2005 in memory of a longtime 
tournament staff member who passed 
away in 2003.

Observing at nationals this year was 
Launi Meili, 1992 Olympic Gold 
medalist in rifl e. Meili got her start in 
a junior shooting program sponsored 
by an American Legion post in 
Cheney, Wash. She is now the rifl e 
coach for the U.S. Air Force Academy.

[LEGISLATIVE] 

Legion seeks veteran parks discounts
Citing a long and storied 

association between the military and 
the National Parks Service, The 
American Legion recently testifi ed in 
support of a Senate bill to reduce the 
price of passes to access federal 
recreation lands. “America’s national 
parks are one of the nation’s most 
precious treasures,” American Legion 
Legislative Commission Assistant 
Director Dean Stoline told a Senate 
subcommittee. “They represent the 
vastness, biodiversity, beauty and 
strength of this great land.

“America asks her young people 
to serve in the armed forces to guard 
and defend freedom and its way of 
life. Their selfl ess service provides 
millions of their fellow citizens the 

opportunity to pursue their 
recreational endeavors in peace and 
safety in our nation’s parks. 

“The American Legion fully 
supports a reduced fee as a fi tting 
honor for these veterans who 
selfl essly risked life and limb, not 
only in defense of the Constitution, 
but for the very land in which we 
live,” Stoline said.

In addition to a reduced annual 
fee of $10, the Legion recommended 
that the proposed Veterans Eagle 
Parks Pass include a 50-percent 
discount on federal use fees charged 
for facilities and services such as 
camping, swimming, parking, boat 
launching and specialized 
interpretive services.

A steady performance in the fi nal shoot-off  made Noel 
Maxwell, 13, the youngest-ever Sporter champ. Sean Crosier

Photographer’s Choice
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For people like me, who want a cell phone that’s easy to use. Over the 
years, cell phones have become smaller and smaller with so many complicated
features. They are harder to program and harder to use. But the Jitterbug cell
phone has simplified everything, so it’s not only easy to use, it’s easy to try. 
No crowded malls, no waiting in line, no confusing sales people, or 
complicated plans. Affordable and convenient cell phone service is only a 
toll-free phone call away.
The new Jitterbug™ cell phone makes calling simple!
• Available in OneTouch or Full Dial model
• Comes pre-programmed and ready to use right out of the box
• Large, bright, easy to see display and buttons 
• Push “Yes” to call directly from your personal phone list 
• An operator is always available to help you, and will call you by name
• Soft ear cushion and louder volume for better sound quality 
• Separate Volume Up/Down button and Speaker phone button on cover of phone
• Hearing aid compatible 
• Familiar dial tone confirms service (no other cell phone has this) 
• Service as low as $10 a month* 
• Access help wherever you go

Service as low as $10 a month and a friendly 30-day return policy**.
If you’ve ever wanted the security and convenience of a cell phone, but never 
wanted the fancy features and minutes you don’t need… Jitterbug is for you. 
Like me, you’ll soon be telling your friends about Jitterbug. Call now.

Introducing the world’s simplest, cell phone experience – with service as low as $10 a month*

“Finally… someone’s invented a cell phone that is 
easy to hear, easy to see, and simple to use.”

The Jitterbug™ developed with Samsung®.
It’s the cell phone that’s changing all the rules.

NEW

brought to you by

Available in a simple 12-button Dial phone
and an even simpler 3-button OneTouch
phone for easy access to the operator, the
number of your choice, and 911.

See
hundreds of 
other innovative 
products for Boomers and

Beyond™ at www.firstSTREETonline.com 
Call 1-800-704-1211 for a Free Catalog.

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agreement, select
calling plans, and credit approval. Other charges and restrictions may apply. Screen images
simulated. Coverage and service not available everywhere. Copyright © GreatCall, Inc.
Jitterbug and GreatCall are trademarks of GreatCall, Inc. Samsung is a registered trademark
of Samsung Electronics America, Inc and its related entities. *Not including government
taxes, assessment surcharges, and set-up fee. **Applies to phone and monthly service charges
only, provided call time usage is less than 30 minutes and phone is in like-new condition.
Usage charges may apply. ✝All plans require the purchase of a Jitterbug phone and a one-time
set-up fee ($35). ✝✝Jitterbug will work almost everywhere in the U.S. where cellular service
is available from most of the major carriers.

Jitterbug™ Cell Phone Item# BU-4722

Call now for our lowest price.
Please mention promotional code 33960.

1-866-540-0297
www.jitterbugdirect.com

Page 65



THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE   |   OCTOBER 2007

“I want to talk about the value of membership, not just the cost of membership – the good things being a member of 
The American Legion does for you. We all like to belong to organizations that are winners, and that’s what The American Legion is. 

This year shows it. We’re going to show growth again this year for the fi rst time in a couple years, and we have a lot to be proud of in our 
programs and ideals. But it’s our job, as leaders, to tell the positives, to tell the success stories. And it’s our job and our attitude that will 

make a diff erence in The American Legion. We need to make sure that we understand the good things The American Legion is doing.
Many of our members don’t know ... about the good things happening around The American Legion throughout diff erent departments 

and in diff erent programs. Listen to the good ideas. Tell each other what’s going well in your department. 
When you hear a problem, talk about what you’re doing to solve that problem.”

Marty Conatser, addressing Legionnaires gathered for a national membership workshop in Indianapolis in August. 

Conatser, at the time the leading candidate for national commander of The American Legion, spoke to the group via remote video from Baghdad.

Michael Taylor, David Keller-
man and Chris Harding – all in 
their 30s – are fueling member-
ship growth and energizing 
programs by reaching out to 
veterans of all age groups in The 
American Legion Department of 
Oklahoma. All three attribute 
their age and war era as a benefi t 
to a year when the department 
grew by 1,000 members overall, 
including 750 new Legionnaires 
from the National Guard ranks. 
“Our ages are right in the 
middle,” says Harding, depart-
ment service offi cer. “I can 
communicate and identify with 
Vietnam, Korea and World 
War II veterans, and with new 
veterans returning right now.”

“Oklahoma is one of the most 
deployed Guard states in the 
war,” says Department Adjutant 
David Kellerman, a Somalia 
combat veteran. “The National 
Guard units in the state invite us 
to all their welcome-home 
ceremonies, and we go. We give 
briefi ngs at Guard units on our 
programs. Posts around the state 
have active Reconnect programs. 
Several posts meet in National 
Guard armories. The Guard unit 
in Granite runs the Shooting 
Sports program there. These 
people are looking for Legion 
programs and activities that 
involve their whole families.”

The department also attends 

welcome-home activities at Fort 
Sill and Tinker, Altus and Vance 
Air Force bases. Active-duty 
personnel get dues discounts.

The three are pleased with 
growth in the state Oratorical 
competition, Boys State and an 
American Legion Baseball 
program whose team count grew 
from 28 to 65 last year. “We are 
defi nitely reaching this new 
generation, this new era,” 
Harding says. “We have to keep 

showing them what The Ameri-
can Legion can do for them and 
for their families.” 

“It comes one veteran at a 
time,” Taylor says. “When I am 
driving a vehicle with The Amer-
ican Legion emblem on it, a lot 
of times people pull up to me 
and ask why they should belong. 
I hand them the ‘Why I Should 
Belong’ brochure, which I carry 
with me all the time. That’s 
where it all starts.”

[MEMBERSHIP] 

Gulf War, Somalia veterans guide growth in Oklahoma

Michael Taylor
Age: 38
Offi  ce: Department 
commander
Military: U.S. Air Force, 
weather specialist, 
Desert Storm, 1991-93
 

Chris Harding
Age: 36 
Offi  ce: Department 
service offi  cer
Military: U.S. Marine 
Corps, reconnaissance, 
Desert Storm-Somalia, 
1989-93

David Kellerman
Age: 36
Offi  ce: Department 
adjutant
Military: U.S. Marine 
Corps, infantry, Desert 
Storm-Somalia, 1990-94
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A new advanced quartz
infrared portable heater, the
EdenPURE®, can cut your
heating bills by up to 50%.

You have probably
heard about the remark-
able EdenPURE® as heard
on Paul Harvey News and
on television features
across the nation.

The EdenPURE® can
pay for itself in a matter of
weeks and then start
putting a great deal of ex-
tra money in your pocket
after that.

A major cause of resi-
dential fires in the United
States is portable heaters.
But the EdenPURE® can-
not cause a fire. That is be-
cause the quartz infrared
heating element never gets
to a temperature that can
ignite anything. 

The outside of the
EdenPURE® only gets
warm to the touch so that it
will not burn children or
pets. Pets can sleep on it
when it is operating with-
out harm.

The advanced space-
age EdenPURE® Quartz
Infrared Portable Heater
also heats the room even-
ly, wall-to-wall and floor-
to-ceiling. And, as you
know, portable heaters on-
ly heat an area a few feet
around the heater. 

Unlike other heating
sources, the EdenPURE®

cannot put poisonous car-
bon monoxide into a room
or any type of fumes or any
type of harmful radiation.

Q.  What is the origin
of this amazing heating
element in the Eden-
PURE®?

A.  This advanced heat-
ing element was discovered
accidentally by a man
named John Jones. 

Q. What advantages
does infrared quartz
tube heating source have
over other heating source
products?

A.  John Jones designed
his heating source around
the three most important
consumer benefits: econo-
my, comfort, and safety. 

In the EdenPURE® sys-
tem, electricity is used to
generate infrared light
which, in turn, creates a

very safe heat. 
After a great deal of re-

search and development,
very efficient infrared heat
chambers were developed
that utilize three unique
patented solid copper heat
exchangers in one Eden-
PURE® heater. 

Q.  How can a person
cut their heating bill by
up to 50% with the
EdenPURE®?

A. The EdenPURE®

will heat a room in min-
utes. Therefore, you can
turn the heat down in your
house to as low as 50 de-
grees, but the room you
are occupying, which has
the EdenPURE®, will be
warm and comfortable.
The EdenPURE® is
portable. When you move
to another room, it will
quickly heat that room al-
so. This can drastically cut
heating bills, in some in-
stances, by up to 50%.

The EdenPURE® comes

in 2 models. Model 500
heats a room up to 300
square feet and Model
1000 heats a room up to
1,000 square feet.

End of interview.
The EdenPURE® will

pay for itself in weeks. It
will put a great deal of ex-
tra money in a users pock-
et. Because of today’s spi-
raling gas, oil, propane,
and other energy costs, the
EdenPURE® will provide
even greater savings as the
time goes by.

Readers who wish can
obtain the EdenPURE®

Quartz Infrared Portable
Heater at a $75 discount if
they order in the next 10
days. Please see the Spe-
cial Readers Discount
Coupon on this page. For
those readers ordering after
10 days from the date of
this publication, we reserve
the right to either accept or
reject order requests at the
discounted price.

©2007 Media Services S-7208 OF18221R-1 ADVERTISEMENT

Never be cold again

Cannot start a fire; a child or animal
can touch or sit on it without harm

How it works:

1. Electricity ignites powerful quartz
infrared lamp.

2. The quartz infrared lamp without
combustion gently warms the
patented cured copper tubes.

3. The heat from the copper tubing
rides the humidity in the room and
provides moist, soft heat ceiling to
floor, wall to wall without reducing
oxygen or humidity.

CUTAWAY VIEW
Heats floor to the
same temperature
as ceiling.

SPECIAL READER’S DISCOUNT COUPON
The price of the EdenPURE® Model 500 is $372 plus $17 shipping for a total of $389 
delivered. The Model 1000 is $472 plus $27 shipping and handling for a total of $499 
delivered. People reading this publication get a $75 discount with this coupon and pay
only $297 delivered for the Model 500 and $397 delivered for the Model 1000 if you 
order within 10 days. The EdenPURE® comes in the decorator color of black with
burled wood accent which goes with any decor. There is a strict limit of 3 units at the
discount price - no exceptions please.
Check below which model and number you want:

■■ Model 500, number _____    ■■ Model 1000, number _____
• To order by phone, call TOLL FREE 1-800-591-1086 Ext. EPH4674. Place your 

order by using your credit card. Operators are on duty 24 hours, 7 days.
• To order online, log on to www.edenpure.com
• To order by mail, by check or credit card, fill out and mail in this coupon.
This product carries a 60-day satisfaction guarantee. If you are not totally satisfied, your
purchase price will be refunded. No questions asked. There is also a one year warranty.

__________________________________________________________________________
NAME

__________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

__________________________________________________________________________
CITY                                                             STATE                    ZIP CODE

Check below to get discount:
■■ I am ordering within 10 days of the date of this publication, therefore I get a $75 dis-

count and my price is only $297 for Model 500 and $397 for Model 1000 delivered.
■■ I am ordering past 10 days of the date of this publication, therefore I pay shipping

and handling and full price totaling $389 for Model 500 and $499 for Model 1000.
Enclosed is $______ in:  ■■ Cash    ■■ Check    ■■ Money Order 
(Make check payable to BioTech Research) or charge my: 
■■ VISA   ■■ MasterCard   ■■ Am. Exp./Optima  ■■ Discover/Novus
Account No. _____________________________________ Exp. Date ___/___
Signature _______________________________________________________

MAIL TO: BioTech Research Dept. EPH4674
7800 Whipple Ave. N.W.
Canton, OH 44767

AS HEARD ON PAUL HARVEY NEWS
New advanced portable heater can
cut your heating bill up to 50%
Heats a large room in minutes with even
heat wall to wall and floor to ceiling
Does not get hot, cannot start a fire and
will not reduce humidity or oxygen
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The Merchant Marine seamen onboard the USS Southwest Victory were not sure 
what to make of him. In his mid-50s, the massive Native American man with a bad 
heart kept to himself as the freighter sailed through submarine-infested waters to 
off-load munitions in India. At night, when they tied up, high-ranking brass would 
come, take the man away and return with him around dawn the next day.

The others did not realize they were in the company of Jim Thorpe, 
regarded as one of the greatest athletes who ever lived. Thorpe was 
among 215,000 Merchant Marines who faced deadly challenges deliver-
ing badly needed cargo during World War II.

The Oklahoma-born son of a rural farm family was a natural 
athlete. He blew away the competition in the 1912 Olympic decath-
lon and pentathalon, but his medals were later forfeited due to two 
seasons of semi-professional baseball he had played earlier. Af-
ter the Olympics, he became recognized as the world’s greatest 
athlete. He played professional baseball and helped create a pro 
football association that later evolved into today’s National Foot-
ball League. In a 1912 game, the Carlisle phenomenon broke off 
a 90-yard touchdown run against Army that was called back due 
to a penalty. On the next play, he went 95 yards to the end zone, 
and among those who tried to stop him was Dwight Eisenhower, 
future president, general and supreme allied commander in 
Europe. Ike injured a knee on Thorpe’s run and was soon done 
with football. Thorpe continued playing until he was 45 years old.

Life after sports proved diffi cult for Thorpe, who during the 
Depression found himself laboring for 30 cents an hour and support-
ing children from two failed marriages. He sold the rights to his life 
story to Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer for $1,500 while painting gas stations 
and trucks in the Los Angeles area. Universal Studios, MGM and 
Warner gave him bit parts in sports and Western fi lms. Between 
movie deals, he worked as a guard at a Ford plant and later as super-
visor of recreation for Chicago parks.

He suffered his fi rst heart attack in 1943. Having been turned 
down in earlier efforts to the join the U.S. Armed Forces, he was determined to get 
into World War II. The Merchant Marine was his avenue to serve.

After World War II, Thorpe was living in a small trailer court in Lomita, Calif., 
when a massive heart attack took his life. 

“On the football fi eld, there was no one like him in the world,” said Eisenhower, 
who lobbied for a state-funded $25,000 memorial to Thorpe in Shawnee, Okla., a 
measure that was later vetoed. The town of Mauch Chunk, Pa., later renamed itself 
Jim Thorpe, Pa., where the great athlete and World War II Merchant Marine was 
eventually laid to rest.

– Mike Coppock

THE GREAT JIM THORPE
[HISTORY]

One of history’s most celebrated athletes occupies a little-known place in war history.
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What would 
Thorpe have 
made?
Sports Illustrated 
recently released 
rankings of the top 
money-making 
athletes in the 
United States, “The 
Fortunate 50.” Golf 
superstar Tiger 
Woods earned 
more in endorse-
ments, salary and 
winnings than the 

next two athletes 
combined. 

1. PGA star 
Tiger 
Woods 

$111.9 
million

2. Boxer Oscar 
De La Hoya 

$55 million
3. PGA star Phil 
Mickelson 
$51.2 million
4. NBA star 
Shaquille O’Neal 
$35 million
5. NBA star Kobe 
Bryant 
$33.7 million
6. NBA star LeBron 
James 
$30.8 million
7. NBA star Kevin 
Garnett 
$29 million
8. MLB star Derek 
Jeter 
$29 million
9. MLB star Alex 
Rodriguez 
$28 million
10. NASCAR driver 
Dale Earnhart Jr.  
$27.1 million

Once again, up-and-coming leaders in the world’s largest veterans service organization will travel to 
Indianapolis in early November for a week of training, program education and camaraderie. Those 

attending must be Legion members with at least two years of membership whose war-era eligibility 
period is either Panama, Grenada, Gulf War or after (earlier eras are considered on a space-available 

basis). Information about Legion College 2008 will soon be available at department headquarters. 

[INTERNAL AFFAIRS]

NOV. 4-9  |  NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS – INDIANAPOLIS  |  INFORMATION: delmore@legion.org, () -

AP
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VideoEye! 

The convenient VideoEye SideKick 
magnifies your vision so you can 
enjoy reading, TV and everyday 
tasks.    
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More than a quarter of Americans who die 
each year are veterans. So it’s fi tting that VA, 

with its reputation for top-notch medical care, is 
recognized as a leader in end-of-life care.

When VA established its fi rst hospice units in the 
1970s, these facilities were at the forefront of a 
nationwide movement aimed at transforming care 
for dying people. The 25-bed unit at the Palo Alto 
VA Medical Center has continued to play an 
especially strong role in defi ning state-of-the-art 
hospice care. It was cited in 2001 for excellence by 
the American Hospital Association and today 
serves as the hub of VA’s network of hospice and 
palliative care fellowship training programs. 

The model of care in Palo Alto is similar to 
that of other VA hospice units. The staff includes 
physicians, nurses, a social worker, a chaplain 
and even a massage therapist. This professional 
team is complemented by more than two dozen 
compassionate volunteers, some of whom are 
called in to stay with dying patients who have no 
family or friends nearby. 

The focus in hospice care is ensuring the high-
est possible quality of life – and the highest level 
of comfort and dignity – in patients’ fi nal weeks. 
This includes relief from pain and attention to the 
spiritual, emotional and psychological needs of 
patients and their families. At the Bay Pines 
VA Medical Center in Florida, for example, fami-
lies – including young children and pets – are 
welcome anytime. Nurses there also incorporate 
holistic therapies such as whirlpool, healing touch 
and aromatherapy in patients’ care. 

Hospice care is provided to patients with life 
expectancy of less than six months who have 
chosen to forgo more aggressive treatments. 
Palliative care, a more general term, refers to any 
care in which the goal is comfort rather than cure. 

Every veteran enrolled in VA’s health-care sys-
tem is entitled to palliative or hospice care, should 
the need arise. Not every VA hospital has a hos-
pice unit, so in many cases VA contracts with 
certifi ed, licensed services that provide that care. 
VA works closely with these services to ensure 
quality care is delivered. 

Every VA site has a palliative care team consist-
ing of, at minimum, a physician, nurse, social 
worker, chaplain and administrator with special 
training in end-of-life care. The teams consult with 
primary-care doctors on pain management and 
other issues, and work to promote awareness and 
knowledge of palliative-care concepts. 

Researchers at VA’s Durham, N.C.-based Center 
for Palliative Care have developed better ways for 
clinicians to evaluate quality of life for patients 
with serious illness and designed workshops for 
oncologists to help them communicate more 
effectively about end-stage treatment options. 
Along similar lines, researchers at VA’s Center for 
Health Equity Research and Promotion in Philadel-
phia have produced guidelines for physicians to 
talk about hospice care with patients and families. 

Other VA research has focused on ensuring that 
veterans are well-educated about advance direc-
tives and other important aspects of planning for 
end-of-life care. Still other studies are exploring 
how the needs and preferences of veterans may 
differ from those of non-veterans at the end of life.  

Joel Kupersmith, M.D., is chief research and develop-
ment offi cer for the Veterans Health Administration.

This article is designed to provide general informa-
tion. It is not intended to be, nor is it, medical 
advice. Readers should consult their physicians 
when they have health problems.

[LIVING WELL]

Comfort,
dignity,
respect
VA has a well-rounded program 
for veterans nearing life’s end.

BY DR. JOEL KUPERSMITH
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only

$995

only

$995

• Deep Warm Pockets
• Full Satin Like Lining 
• Strong Leather Belt
• Soft Genuine Patch Leather
• Inside Breast Pocket
• Chest Protecting 

Storm Flap
• Double Breasted

$2995

LEATHERLEATHERSaleSale10% Off every order!10% Off every order!

Sizes S, M, L, XL,
XXL

Sizes S,
M, L, 

XL, XXL

Item #
BJL

Item
#GVE

Item # SB

For women, order one
size smaller than regular 

ordering size.

Item # TC

GENUINE LEATHER
FULL LENGTH 

TRENCH
COATS

Mail Direct Source, Dept. BUS-129
To: P.O. Box 161, Orangeburg, NY 10962

Name                                                                                                                    
Address                                                                                                                 
City                                                         State                Zip                                 
Home Phone                                            E-Mail                                                      
Enclosed is check/M.O. for $                                    PA & NY res add sales tax.
Charge my: �Visa � MasterCard � Discover � AmEx
Account #                                                                   Exp Date             /             

Signature                                                                                                                

Item        Qty   COLOR/DESCRIPTION        Size    Price Each     Total Price
TC                                                              $29.95
SB                                       $9.95
BJL                                                            $19.95
GVE                                       $9.95
LV                                                            $9.95

Subtotal
TAKE 10% OFF

TOTAL
Add S&H (see chart left)

NY & PA res add sales Tax   
Total Enclosed

Orders up to $15.00........$3.98
$15.01 to $25.00............$4.98
$25.01 to $35.00............$5.98
Orders over $35.00..........$6.98

Satisfaction Guaranteed
or Your Money Back!

Visit Us At: www.directsourceinc.com

GENUINE LEATHER

SHOULDER
BAG

Large & roomy 
perfect for travel

AVAILABLE
IN CLASSIC
BLACK AND
SPORTY
BROWN,
IN SUBTLE
SHADES OF
RUST.

•Large Front
Zippered Pocket 

•Generous
Inside Zippered

Pocket 

•Tall Side Pocket

•Big Pocket 
In Back With
Self-Fastener

Closure

LIGHTWEIGHT GENUINE
LEATHER JACKETS

LIGHTWEIGHT GENUINE
LEATHER JACKETS

NEW LIGHTER
WEIGHT
3-Season
Comfort 

Cut!

• NEW Full Lightweight Lining 
• NEW Less Bulky Style 
• NEW Buttery Soft Patch Leather

$I995

ONLY

BUTTERY SOFT SUPPLE LEATHER! Double-Stitched
For Strength & Lasting Good Looks! 

Our Finest Premium Quality    
LADIES’ & MEN’S GENUINE LEATHER 

GLOVESGLOVES

LADIES’

MEN’S

FULL
COMFORT
LINING!

GENUINE LEATHER

VESTS
FOR MEN AND WOMEN-

PERFECT FOR ALL SEASONS
only

$995

Black

Brown

Smooth Satin-Like Lining
Throughout

Traditional Metal Snaps 

Item
# LV

Sizes M, L, XL, XXL

Ladies' Sizes S/M, L/XL
Men's Sizes S/M, L/XL

ONE SIZE
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POST 74, CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA. Commander A.B. Brown was searching 
for a meaningful way to support Virginia National Guardsmen soon to be 
deployed to Iraq. When he visited the local armory and described what he 
considered a “far-reaching” idea, one that could help save lives, a simple 
strap was placed on the desk in front of him. It was a single-point sling 
developed by Thunderbear Tactical, a local military gear company. Typical 
rifl e slings have three points of contact that can make maneuvering the 
rifl e in the heat of combat cumbersome and dangerous. Once 
Thunderbear Tactical demonstrated the ease of the sling to the members 
of Post 74, the post voted unanimously to donate one each to area 
Guardsmen. Nearly 200 slings were delivered personally with the message, 
“The American Legion supports you.” 

“It could not have happened without a good product and a good 
company to partner with, but it’s important for posts to be aware of the 
needs in their area and be willing to meet those needs,” Brown says.

[LEGIONNAIRES IN ACTION]

‘VERY PROUD, VERY HONORED’
Army’s Freedom Team Salute program honors millionth veteran, a Legionnaire.

When Bill Beck returned after 14 months in Vietnam in 1966, the 1st 
Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment M60 machine gunner who fought in the 
bloody Ia Drang Valley felt isolated. On July 4, 2007, he felt connected and 

honored. That’s when he 
became the millionth veteran 
offi  cially recognized by the U.S. 
Army’s Freedom Team Salute, 
an American Legion partner 
program that extends the 
military’s gratitude to those 
who support soldiers and 
veterans. 

A member of American 
Legion Post 109 in 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., Beck was 
honored in a ceremony at 

Bustleton Memorial Post 810 in Philadelphia. Each recipient of the award 
receives an offi  cial Army lapel pin mounted on a card, an offi  cial Army 
decal, and a letter of thanks and certifi cate of appreciation signed by both 
the Army secretary and chief of staff .

Since he returned from Vietnam, Beck has grown increasingly aware of 
his fellow veterans and the importance of those relationships. “I didn’t 
share a lot with my family and friends when I came back,” he says. “I just 
didn’t feel comfortable sharing either the good times or the bad times. As 
veterans began to fi lter back from the war, I found people I could share my 
feelings with. It takes awhile to be able to do that.”

Beck describes the Freedom Team Salute recognition as “a great honor, 
and I’m very proud. I have my (certifi cate of appreciation) hanging in my 
offi  ce. It’s just a good feeling.” Following the presentation – which was co-
hosted by Philadelphia’s Walter L. Mason Federal Post 152 – Beck off ered 
similar Freedom Team Salute honors to veterans from World War II, the 
Korean War, Operation Desert Shield and Operation Iraqi Freedom. Nearly 
41,000 Pennsylvania veterans have been honored through the program. 
Nomination information is available online.
www.freedomteamsalute.com 

[VETERANS AFFAIRS] 

A NEW PROSTHETIC ANKLE-FOOT 
is now available to veterans who 

have had lower-leg amputations, 
one that matches their natural ease 

of motion. Through VA-funded 
research, the Center for Restorative 

and Regenerative Medicine – a 
partnership between the Providence 

VA Medical Center in Rhode Island, 
Brown University and Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology – developed 

the new prosthesis. The new 
prosthetic is the fi rst in a new family 

of artifi cial limbs that will replicate 
natural motion by propelling people 

forward using tendon-like springs 
powered by an electric motor.

VA AND FORT BRAGG have opened 
a newly expanded facility at the 
post’s Soldier Support Center to 

provide easier access to VA benefi ts 
for soldiers stationed at Fort Bragg, 

particularly programs for 
transitioning servicemembers. 

A FISHER HOUSE has opened in 
Tampa, Fla. Families of injured U.S. 

military men and women 
recuperating at the James A. Haley 

Veterans Hospital in Tampa now have 
the benefi t of free lodging as they 

participate in the care and recovery 
of loved ones. At 16,000 square feet, 

the Tampa Fisher House is among the 
largest in the nation. 

A NEW PARTNERSHIP connects the 
VA health-care system with four of 

the nation’s fi nest nursing schools. VA 
selected nursing schools in Florida, 

California, Utah and Connecticut for 
special partnerships with local VA 

health-care facilities to be part of a 
new VA Nursing Academy. The fi rst 

four nursing schools selected to take 
part in the new program are the 

University of Florida in Gainesville, 
San Diego State University, the 

University of Utah in Salt Lake City, 
and Fairfi eld University in 

Connecticut. They were selected 
from among 42 applicants. 

PLANS FOR A NEW VA CLINIC ON 
GUAM were recently announced. 

The 6,000-square-foot, $5.4 million 
facility will be built alongside the 

island’s naval hospital. The new clinic 
is scheduled to open in summer 2009. 

About 9,000 veterans live on Guam.

THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE   |   OCTOBER 2007

Legionnaire Bill Beck is the millionth patriot 
recognized by Freedom Team Salute. James V. Carroll
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Over one million new and recurring cases of shingles are 

reported annually in the U.S. alone. The chance of getting 

shingles increases dramatically with age and effects people 

mostly over the age of 40. 

Introducing Zostamine™, the fi rst ingestible, 

over-the-counter medication that relieves the 

intense burning and pain of shingles from 

the inside out.

Before Zostamine™ the painful skin 

eruptions, skin sensitivity, itching, 

burning & swelling of shingles 

could take up to six weeks to 

heal. Zostamine’s™ patent-

pending formula offers fast and effective relief from the burning, 

itching and swelling associated with shingles.

Stop Shingles Pain Today! Put The Fire Out With Zostamine™
The fi rst ingestible, over-the-counter medication that relieves the intense 
burning and pain of shingles - from the inside out.

The makers of Zostamine™ also have many other effective 
pain relief treatments at www.AmericanBioceuticals.com.
Try Orul™ for safe and effective canker sore 
relief, Lipreve™  for fast and 
effective cold sore relief and 
Crampamine™ for fast and 
effective muscle cramp relief.

Call and order Zostamine™
and start healing today!

Call Now To Find Out How 
To Get Your FREE Supply!

1.800.975.1089
www.ZostamineRelief.com

™

[GALLERY]

RIDE OF PRIDE

Transportation giant Schneider National, Inc., sends a message of support for veterans, MIAs and 
POWs across the highways of America, having added the Ride of Pride VI truck to its nationwide 
fl eet. Lowell Wilderman, a retired Navy veteran who has driven for Schneider for 17 years, 
captains the special vehicle, which features images of a bald eagle, an American fl ag, a POW-
MIA logo and military campaign ribbons from World War I to today’s global war on terrorism. 
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Above and beyond the GI Bill
USA Today recently reported on state eff orts to augment the 
GI Bill. Since its 1944 American Legion-born enactment, the 
GI Bill has been sweetened by nearly every state. Here are 
just a few samples:

Alabama Tuition waived for spouses and children of 
National Guard members called to active duty in Iraq

Colorado Colorado-stationed members of the armed 
forces, with dependents, eligible for in-state tuition 

Connecticut Tuition for veterans waived since 1974

Georgia Scholarship available for Guardsmen and reservists 
who, as of May 3, 2003, served in combat

Illinois Free state-school tuition for veterans 

Kansas Scholarships for Kansans who served in Iraq or 
Afghanistan at least 90 days after 9/11 

Kentucky Tuition waivers for eligible children and spouses 
of disabled and deceased servicemembers 

Maryland Scholarships for veterans who served in Iraq or 
Afghanistan since 9/11 

Michigan Grants for children of veterans who are killed, 
missing in action or permanently 
disabled

Nebraska Tuition waivers for KIA 
dependents 

Nevada Free tuition at state universities 
and colleges for Nevada Guard

New Jersey Tuition-free credits for   
Guard and dependents  

North Dakota Tuition waived for 
dependents of deceased veterans  

Washington Tuition and fees waived for 
dependents of combat veterans who are 
totally disabled, reported missing or killed 
in combat 

Wisconsin Tuition waived for veterans

[EDUCATION]
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American Legion Past National Commander John M. “Jack” 
Carey passed away Aug. 4 at the age of 82. His was a life  
richly lived, illustrative of the 
“greatest generation” of 
Americans who came home from 
World War II  to stand tall for their 
country in their communities.

HIS LEGION LEGACY: As 
national commander, 1978-1979, 
Carey fought for veterans-
preference hiring laws, including 
a major Supreme Court victory 
upholding their constitutionality. 
He also lobbied to provide 
pensions for World War I 
veterans; served 27 years as 
adjutant of Post 413 in Grand Blanc, Mich., and as 
Department of Michigan commander, 1958-1959; and fi lled 
numerous national committee and commission seats, 
1962-1984, including chairmanships of the National 
Overseas Graves Decoration Trust and the National 
Internal Aff airs Commission.

HIS MILITARY COMMITMENT: Carey passed up a college 
deferment and asked to have his draft number moved up 
so he could fi ght in World War II. Sworn into the Army on 
March 23, 1943, he fought in the Pacifi c theater as a member 
of Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s engineering group and was 
among the fi rst U.S. soldiers to enter Tokyo.

AFTER THE WAR: Carey went back to Central Michigan 
University, where he met and married his wife, Millie. 
He graduated in 1950, went to work and started a family. 
He taught high-school accounting and coached football, 
basketball and baseball. He later worked for General Motors.

PUBLIC SERVICE: Elected mayor of Grand Blanc in 1969, 
Carey served four terms before taking a temporary leave of 
absence to become national commander of The American 
Legion. He returned to the mayor’s offi  ce, from 1981 to 1984. 

LATER IN LIFE: Carey and his wife, Millie, retired and 
moved to Florida, where, says fellow PNC John “Jake” Comer, 
“Jack made sure all of the houses always had U.S. Flags in 
front of them. If someone didn’t have a fl ag, Jack would 
order it for him.”

HOW HE IS REMEMBERED BY 2004-2005 PNC THOMAS 
CADMUS, ALSO OF MICHIGAN: “When I was campaigning 
for national commander, he and Millie went out of their 
way to help me campaign. He came up from Florida, 
where he was living at the time, just to help me. He did 
that throughout my campaign. He was a great guy and 
always willing to listen. He was truly a gentleman’s 
gentleman. I miss him already.”

CONDOLENCES: The Carey Family, 182 Old Mill Drive, 
Plant City, FL 33565-8794

[MEMORIAM]

A commanding presence: 
PNC John M. Carey passes

Measure would even GI Bill playing fi eld
The American Legion supports legislation to allow members of the 
Guard and reserve to earn college credits while mobilized, just as 
active-duty troops do, and use them after they leave the military, 
Economics Division Assistant Director Ronald Chamrin recently 
told the Senate Committee on Veterans Aff airs. About 40 percent 
of troops in Iraq are Guardsmen or reservists. Active-duty 
personnel have 10 years after separation to use GI Bill education 
benefi ts. Guardsmen and reservists called to active duty forfeit 
those benefi ts once they leave the service. The American Legion 
supports S. 644, “Total Force Educational Assistance Enhancement 
Act and Integration Act of 2007,” which aims to reduce inequities 
between reserve and their active-duty components. 

[ECONOMICS]

Brand X Pictures
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Weitz & Luxenberg, P.C.
L A W O F F I C E S

180 Maiden Lane • New York, NY 10038

1-888-411-LAWS
www.weitzlux.com

If you have contracted MESOTHELIOMA
or LUNG CANCER due to exposure to

Protect your rights by calling the law firm that has achieved over
$1 BILLION in verdicts and settlements for clients all across the USA.

Future verdicts or settlements can't be predicted from prior results

AsbestosAsbestos

Call now for a
free consultation

Free booklet on
Asbestos litigation

OCTOBER JOB FAIR CALENDAR
American Legion partners 
RecruitMilitary, LLC, and Military.
com are coordinating eight veteran 
career fairs this month.  

MILITARY.COM
Register for a Military.com 
event online. 
www.military.com 
Click on “Career Fairs.”

OCT. 18 San Antonio

OCT. 29 Las Vegas

OCT. 30 Austin-Fort Worth

RECRUITMILITARY
Register for a RecruitMilitary, LLC, 
career fair online.
www.recruitmilitary.com
Click on “Job Seekers” and then 
“Career Fairs.”

OCT. 4 Phoenix

OCT. 11 Philadelphia

OCT. 16 Seattle

OCT. 18 Indianapolis

OCT. 25 San Francisco

[CAREERS]

Phone cards bound for Landstuhl
An American Legion initiative to provide 

comfort items for U.S. military personnel 
recovering at the military medical center in 
Landstuhl, Germany, led to the 
purchase of $25,000 worth 
of telephone 
calling cards late 
last summer. 
Immediate Past 
National Commander 
Paul A. Morin 
authorized the purchase after “Operation 
Landstuhl” reached the halfway point of 
its $50,000 goal. Morin, along with top 
leaders of the American Legion Auxiliary 
and Sons of The American Legion, toured 
the facility last summer and decided to 
augment the world-class care delivered 
there with money to buy items to make 
the patients more comfortable.

Visit www.legion.org to make a credit-
card donation or mail a contribution to 
Operation Landstuhl, c/o The American 
Legion, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206-1055.

[TROOP SUPPORT]

C M Y KAT&T PHONE CARD

120
Minutes of U.S. state-state calling.

International rates are higher.  In-state rates may be higher.

www.legion.org

For Men: 4a Bell Prostate Ezee Flow Tea
Within 3-5 days stops dribbling,
burning and rushing to the bath-
room. 99% success rate. Tens of
thousands are delighted users.
The only prostate and urinary
tract remedy that comes with a
Money-Back Guarantee.
Dozens of testimonials 
on our website
• Had to get up every
hour at night. Now I get up

once a night.  What a relief. Joseph Whittaker, Sewell,
NJ •Doctor said keep on taking the tea Prostate
drugs did not help. Leonard Pearcey, Wassis, NB •I
cancelled my prostate surgery! Get up just
once a night now. Prostate Tea really works. I’m so
happy not to face the torment of prostate surgery.
Albert E. Blain, 74, Schumacher, ON • Even after
TURP prostate surgery and microwave therapy had
to get up many times a night. Down to 1-2 times.  Tea
is 100% better. Robert G. Stocker, Eustis, FL • After
1st year drinking the tea my PSA went down to
4.5; after 2nd year to 2.9; after 3rd year to 2.3. I highly
recommend the tea.  A real life saver. Thomas M.
Thurston, Forsyth, GA. •I’m Truly amazed and
relieved. I no longer get up during the night. Can sleep
10 hours. I’m also surprised that my sex life improved.
Suffered for 10 years. This tea is incredible.  I enjoy
drinking it.  Men with a “pride issue” should try it. It’s
difficult to express how delighted I am. Clarence A.
Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA •Biggest change in my
life a full night’s sleep! Had relief in 4 days. Wake up
refreshed. Before had to get up many times. Had no sex
for 2 years. Now I’m back to my own self again and my
wife loves it. Thank you for a great product. The tea is bet-
ter than the many things I tried including drugs. Edward
Powers, Port Orange, FL
Large box 120g $19.95 each

For Women: 
4b Bell Bladder 
Control Tea 
for Women
Helps quickly without side
effects. Hamilton University
says 65% of all women past
child-bearing age suffer with

incontinence. Many can avoid surgery. True
Testimonials: •15 years of bladder & kidney
infections gone in 1 week. Symptoms lessened 1st
day. Strongest antibiotics didn’t do anything. Arlene
Baswell, Palmetto, FL•I was so thrilled to be able to
avoid being embarrassed day and night. I’m able now to
exercise and work feeling care free. Edith Netsky, 75,
Melrose Park, PA. • A friend recommended the tea
after she had surgery to shore up the bladder and was still
having urgency and leakage. It also worked for me! Anne
Watham, 72, Whitby ON.• Went from doctor to spe-
cialist Had surgery. After I started the Bladder Control tea
had no more UT infections.  I love it. Cheri Broadway, 45,
Lake Hamilton, FL • Bladder Tea brought great
improvement in 3rd month.  Was considering surgery.
Thanks for your help. Estelle Scoggins, 65, Broomfield,
CO • Stop needless suffering and embarrass-
ments. Large box 120g $19.95 each
Give this ad to a friend. Nothing can be more noble
than helping others.

Available in thousands of health food
stores and pharmacies. Look up your local store on our
web site www.BellLifestyleProducts.com “Where
to buy” or call us at 1-800-333-7995. If there is no
local store listed, place your order by telephone or order
on our web site with VISA or Mastercard. Or send us
your check for minimum 2 boxes $19.95 each plus
S&H $9.95 per order , total $49.85, to Bell Lifestyle
Products Inc., 07090 68th St, South Haven, MI 49090.

50 NATURAL PRODUCTS 
THAT REALLY WORK

FREQUENT
BATHROOM TRIPS?
FREQUENT
BATHROOM TRIPS?

Advertisement
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AIR FORCE/ARMY AIR FORCES
Enlisted Pilots Classes 42C-43C (Wright-
Patterson AFB), Dayton, OH, 10/25-28, Ed 
Wenglar, (361) 872-2189, edwenglar@laward.net

ARMY
3rd Admin Co 3rd Inf Div (Wurzburg, 
Germany, 1966-1969), Nashville, TN, 10/12-14, 
Gerald Campos, (410) 519-4369, gsdcampos@
comcast.net; 517th Parachute Rgt Cbt Team 
(PRCT), Kissimmee, FL, 1/21-24, Donna Hillard, 
(407) 808-1110; 585th Eng Co (Vietnam), 
Kissimmmee, FL, 2/22-24, Tom Garney, (480) 
982-7114, dino585@msn.com; USAREUR 
G-2, Heidelberg, Germany, 5/15, Lee McCaslin, 
(205) 655-9446, lmccaslin1@charter.net

JOINT
China/Burma/India Vets Assn, Kissimmee, FL, 
10/17-21, Jack Frost, (941) 753-2729; Supreme HQ 
Allied Expeditionary Force (SHAEF) (WWII), 
New Orleans, 10/12-14, Jackie Voelkl, (949) 552-
5246, sarge1stcls@aol.com

NAVY
57th Seabees, Greenville, SC, 10/24-26, Robert 
Martin, (970) 356-1054, hicountryinsuran@
qwest.net; All Seabees, Hampton, VA, 
2/22-24, Bruce MacDougall, (804) 608-1356, 
seabeemacd40@comcast.net; Armed Guard 
(WWII), Fredericksburg, TX, 3/6-8, John Shirley, 
(512) 671-3464; Cowell DD 547 (All Crews), 
Greenville, SC, 3/26-30, L.D. Salley, (864) 268-
3365, lsalley2@bellsouth.net; Independence 
CVA 62, Memphis, TN, 10/3-7, Dan Nachtsheim, 
dan@nni.com; Minesweeper Ocean Assn 
(NMSOA), Corpus Christi, TX, 10/11-14, Gene Hair, 
(972) 658-8789, mso465@yahoo.com; Princeton 
LPH 5 Mar Air Dept (1959-1964), Branson, MO, 
10/17-21, Larry Clay, larryclay211@peoplepc.com; 
Stump DD 978, Mobile, AL, 2/2, Rich Maurer, 
(334) 821-5009, richardmaurer@charter.net; 
Tattnall DDG 19 (1965-1968), Deland, FL, 2/19-
25, Dick Harmon, (386) 235-8723, dharmonlpga@
aol.com; VS-31 (1960-1970), Cruise, Galveston, 
TX, Feb, Carroll Towell, (800) 530-7643, 
junetowell@yahoo.com

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS

Post 157, FL: Peter Nepa
Post 219, FL: Robert W. Imel, Ernest L. Morris, 

William J. Walker
Post 96, MI: Joseph Banas
Post 158, MO: Albert Beussink, Vincent Schwartz
Post 78, TN: Milton D. Jones, Lewis C. Sullivan 
Post 170, WI: Francis Stude

IN SEARCH OF

1st Cav Div (Camp Schimmelpfennig, 
Sendai, Japan, 1954-1955) & 9th Corp HQ 
(Camp Sendai, Sendai, Japan, 1954-1955), 
G.L. Christensen, (316) 282-0491

3rd TAB 25th Arty (Fort Chaffee, AR & Fort 
Sill, OK, 1963-1966), Charles J. Bukovec, (440) 
986-8687

11th Air Assault Div HQ Co ADM Unit (Fort 
Benning, GA, Feb-June 1964), Shirley 
Blackwell, (620) 947-3909, shirley-minns@
yahoo.com

38th Air Def Arty (Korea, 1960-1982), William 
Kenney, (617) 894-8190, hawkvets@gmail.com

49th Air Trans Sqdn (Hickam Field, Pacific 
Div, 1952-1954), Brian Smith, (443) 550-3359, 
jmcbsm@comcast.net

87th Inf Div 386th Rgt 1st Bn A Co, Sue Banks, 
(727) 381-5363

115th MI Grp (Presidio, San Francisco, 
1972-1974), Bill Ennis, enniswb@epix.net

188th Co (Bainbridge NTC, May-Aug 1953), 
Al Bailey, (609) 294-9836, awb674@aol.com

335th Trans Co (DS) (Dong Ba Thin, Vietnam, 
1965-1966), Don Matejcek, (507) 451-8888, 
scubagramps1961@yahoo.com

345th Bomb Class (San Angelo Army Air Field, 
Sept 1945), Harold Thomas, (217) 784-5200, 
hvthomas@sbcglobal.net

666th ACWRON (Mill Valley, CA, 
1957-1958), Dale Place, (512) 260-1645, 
dale.place@sbcglobal.net

667th, 932nd, 933rd & 934th Iceland 
Radar Sites, William Chick, (803) 932-9596, 
littlechick@msn.com

716th MP Bn (Fort Dix, NJ, 1961-1963), Billy 
Hallmark, (936) 258-2020

981st Eng Const Bn (Camp Pickett, VA, 1951-
1952), Clarence J. Schleicher Jr., (630) 553-5992, 
cjas630@aol.com 

1110th Air Support Grp “Open Skies” 
(1955-1956), Gordon R. Merkel, (850) 871-6349, 
gplan918@msn.com

3345th AF Hosp (Chanute, AFB, IL, 1953-1957), 
Darlene Nelson, P.O. Box 111, Hanska, MN 56041, 
(507) 439-6302

4444th & 4468th Cos (Bainbridge, MO, 
Mar-June 1946), Ed Walton, (949) 770-0746

4520th Cbt Support Sqdn (Indian Springs 
AFB, NV, 1964-1967), Ken Schumacher, 
(952) 941-2146, ken@mge-mn.com

7768th Army Sig Repair Depot (Verdun, 
France, 1954-1956), Rick Fonseca, 
(847) 549-9757, rikfonz@sbcglobal.net

A Btry 2/35th Arty (Nui Dot/Vung Tau, 
Vietnam, 1966-1967), Raymond Caldwell, 
(606) 758-8617

Ammo Depot (Captieux, France, 1958-1962), 
Garnett P. Webb, (706) 492-4517

ASTP (Los Angeles City College, 1943), 
Jim McBrearty, (650) 343-1221

B Btry 6th Bn 59th Arty (Babenhausen, 
Germany, 1965-1967), Fred Ervin, 
(662) 843-4607, fervin42@yahoo.com

B Co 42nd Armd Inf Bn (Mainz, Germany, 
1951-1953), Luis Piris, (787) 844-7955,
luis4539@prtc.net

Boot Camp Co 53 (San Diego, 1943), John B. 
Crane, (770) 983-3423

Charlie Co Shore Party Bn 1st Mar Div 
(Korea, 1952-1953), Charles Tremain, 
(775) 851-1872, grand1mft@yahoo.com

Gosper APA 170 (Pacific, WWII), Bob Earley, 
(845) 679-2338

Kanagawa Mil Gov CIQ (Yokohama, Japan, 
1947-1950), Phil Ybarra, (480) 940-0261

MCB-10 Delta Co, Timber Bridge Crew 
(Vietnam, 1970), Jim Moody, (562) 861-7061, 
arm114@ca.rr.com

Miami CL 89 (WWII), Charles Griswold, 
(541) 744-7801, anitabart7@aol.com 

RAF Air Base (Lindholm, England, 
1954-1957), Dante J. Ciandella, (603) 269-0153, 
dgjciand@worldpath.net

Showtime McGuire Performing Troupe 
(McGuire AFB, NJ, 1959-1961), Michael Babyak, 
(973) 361-5594, mikebabyak@lpafinancial.com

How to Submit a Reunion
The American Legion Magazine publishes reunion notices for 

veterans. Send notices to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Reunions, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 
or e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

Include the branch of service and complete name of the group, no 
abbreviations, with your request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact name, telephone number 
and e-mail address. Listings are published free of charge.

Due to the large number of reunions, The American Legion 
Magazine will publish a group’s listing only once a year. Notices 
should be sent at least six months prior to the reunion to ensure 
timely publication.

Other Notices
“In Search Of” is a means of getting in touch with people from 

your unit to plan a reunion. We do not publish listings that seek 
people for interviews, research purposes, military photos or help 
in filing a VA claim. Listings must include the name of the unit from 
which you seek people, the time period and the location, as well as a 
contact name, telephone number and e-mail address. Send notices to 
The American Legion Magazine, Attn: “In Search Of,” P.O. Box 1055, 

Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@
legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish the names of individuals, only the 
name of the unit from which you seek people. Listings are published 
free of charge.

Life Membership notices are published for Legionnaires who 
have been awarded life memberships by their posts. This does not 
include a member’s own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. Notices must 
be submitted on official forms, which may be obtained by sending a 
self-addressed stamped envelope to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Life Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206.

“Comrades in Distress” listings must be approved by the Legion’s 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your Legion department 
service officer for information on how to publish a notice.

To respond to a “Comrades in Distress” listing, send a letter to 
The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. 
Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing’s CID number in 
your response. 

“Taps” notices are published only for Legionnaires who served as 
department commanders or national officers. 

76

Page 76



Sig Serv Unit (I.G. Farben Bldg, Frankfurt, 
Germany, Feb 1966-June 1968), Don Muir, 
(724) 459-6133, dwm6@verizon.net 

TST 1, 15th Maint Co, 19th Maint Bn 
(Downs Barracks, Fulda, Germany, 1982-
1984), T.J. Casson Jr., (410) 482-9223

VMA (AW) 533 (Chu Lai, Vietnam, 
1967-1968), Andy Heffner, (240) 538-2214, 
top_dawg6586@hotmail.com

Yard Repair No. 71 (Da Nang, Vietnam, May-
Sept 1970 & Me Kong Delta, Sept 1970-Apr 
1971), Michael R. Cassesse, (203) 605-3307

TAPS

John M. Carey, Dept. of Michigan. Dept. Cmdr. 
1958-1959, Nat’l Education & Scholarships Cmte. 
Memb. 1960-1961, Nat’l Americanism Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1962-1964, Nat’l Exec Cmte. Alt. Memb. 
1963-1965, Nat’l Internal Affairs Cmsn. Nat’l 
Cmdr.’s Rep. 1964-1965, Nat’l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 
1965-1967, Nat’l Internal Affairs Cmsn. Liaison 
Cmte. Memb. 1965-1967, Nat’l Public Relations 
Cmsn. Memb. 1968-1974, Nat’l Internal Affairs 
Cmsn. Chmn. 1974-1976, Nat’l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 
1975-1978 & 1983-1984, Nat’l Foreign Relations 
Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1976-1977, Nat’l Advisory Cmte. 
to the Nat’l Cmdr. Memb. 1977-1978, Nat’l Cmdr. 
1978-1979, Nat’l Finance Cmsn. Ex-Officio Memb. 
1978-1979, Nat’l Overseas Graves Decoration 
Trust Chmn. 1978-1979, Nat’l Overseas Graves 
Decoration Trust Vice Chmn. 1979-1980, Nat’l 
Advisory Cmte. to the Nat’l Cmdr. Chmn. 1979-
1980, Nat’l Overseas Graves Decoration Trust 
Vice Chmn. 1979-1980, Nat’l Overseas Graves 
Decoration Trust Memb. 1980-1981 and Nat’l 
Advisory Cmte. to the Nat’l Cmdr. Vice Chmn. 
1980-1981.

Thomas J. Chilton, Dept. of Arizona. Dept. Cmdr. 
1955-1956, Nat’l Education & Scholarship Cmte. 
Advisory Memb. 1959-1961, Nat’l Inter-American 
Cmte. Memb. 1961-1965, Nat’l Foreign Relations 
Cmte. Memb. 1965-1967, Nat’l Child Welfare 
Cmsn. Exec. Session Memb. 1966-1969 and Nat’l 
Employment Cmte. Memb. 1970-1978. 

C. Franklin Johnston, Dept. of Illinois. Nat’l 
Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1955-1956, 
Nat’l Emblem Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1957-1962 
& 1971-1978, Nat’l Emblem Cmte. Memb. 
1962-1965, 1968-1991 & 1993-2004, Nat’l Foreign 
Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1967-1968,  Nat’l 
Emblem Cmte. Chmn. 1981-1991, Nat’l Exec. 
Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1989-1991, Nat’l Finance Cmsn. 
Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1991-1992, Nat’l Finance 
Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1991-1993, Nat’l 
Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1991-1993 and Nat’l Legis. 
Cncl. Memb. 1993-1994. 

Frederick A. Krick, Dept. of Illinois. Nat’l 
Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1963-1964, 
Nat’l Americanism Cmsn. Memb. 1983-1985 and 
Nat’l Americanism Cncl. Memb. 1986-2003. 

Andrew E. Rasmussen, Dept. of Arizona. Nat’l 
Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1995-2004 and 
Dept. Cmdr. 1996-1997.

Felix E. Restad, Dept. of Montana. Dept. Cmdr. 
1969-1970. 

Ray S. Schulz, Dept. of Kansas. Na’tl Housing 
Cmte. Memb. 1946-1949, Dept. Cmdr. 1950-1951, 
Nat’l Resolutions Assignment Cmte. Memb. 1951-
1954, Nat’l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Memb. 
1966-1976 and Nat’l Law & Order Cmte. Memb. 
1967-1968. 

Charles K. Sink, Dept. of North Carolina. Nat’l 
Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1991-1993.

APPAREL
JUMPSUITS, warm-up suits, knit shirts with pock-
ets, jackets.  Friendly help, (800) 397-3086, www.
myjumpsuit.com.

SUSPENDERS. Patented “no-slipTM” clip. Catalog, 
(800) 700-4515, www.suspenders.com.

CASINO SUPPLIES/PLAYING CARDS
CATALOG, (800) 233-0828, www.kardwell.com.

COINS & COLLECTIBLES
WWW.SOHK.US.

5 LINCOLN CENTS, 1909-1958.  Send $5.95 + $4.95 
S&H to: Norm Wobschall Coins, Box 193, Owatonna, 
MN 55060, normco3@yahoo.com.

MISCELLANEOUS
OXYGEN USERS: Enjoy freedom to travel! Oxlife’s 
lightweight, American-made oxygen concentrators 

produce 1-6LPM continuously.  Runs in home, car, 
even overseas. (800) 780-2616, www.oxlifeinc.com.

OF INTEREST TO ALL
www.BeholdJesus.com.

BETTER THAN VIAGRA? Stamina-Rx. Two tablets $5, 
30 tablets $44.95, (800) 458-1613.

BURIAL AT SEA, www.naturespassage.com.

WWW.BUCANEROCIGARS.COM, Veteran-owned. 
18 outstanding cigar blends, (888) 751-3490.

PERSONALS
MEET NICE SINGLES. Free catalog, (931) 879-4625.

WANTED
GUITARS, (800) 451-9728.

BOY SCOUT PATCHES, (940) 566-5766.

SWORDS, (800) 798-6167. 

CLASSIFIED
SEND ADVERTISING COPY AND REMITTANCE TO: Ms. Kyona Levine, Classified Advertising, The American 
Legion Magazine, c/o James G. Elliott Company, Inc., 626 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 500, Los Angeles, CA 90017. 
(213) 624-0900, Ext. 1219, FAX (213) 624-0997. All classified advertising is payable in advance  by check 
or credit card. Please make remittance payable to “The American Legion Magazine.”  RATES: $34 per word. 
Count street addresses and box numbers as two words; all city, state and zip codes as three words. 3 word 
minimum. CIRCULATION: 2,500,000 per month. DEADLINE: Advertising copy must be received 60 days 
before cover date of issue desired. All advertisements are accepted at the discretion of the publisher.
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LEGION SHOPPER

●   H AT   P I N S ●    M E D A L S ●

●  FREE COLOR CATALOG
●  2500+ Military Designs
●  Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines
●  Call now! Toll-free!

  1-888-223-1159
●  Custom pins & patches available.
 Dealer inquires welcome.

HONORS
by Hoover’s Mfg., Co.

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354
Fax: 1-815-223-1499

Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.comB
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Harrison
Middleton
University

www.chumsci.edu 

“YOUR MACHINE IS 
FANTASTIC!”Smoker’s Warehouse

MAKE STORE BOUGHT QUALITY 
CIGARETTES WITH THE 

WORLD’S BEST TOBACCO FOR

$1.00 PER 
PACK IN 2 
MINUTES!

smokingsmart.com
SUPER PREMIUM FRESH CHOICE AMERICAN BLEND TOBACCO

HEARING AIDSHEARING AIDS
UP TOUP TO60% SAVINGS60% SAVINGS

30-DAY
TRIAL

TRY
BEFORE
YOU BUY

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES!
● ALL MAKES & MODELS ● TERMS ARRANGED
● 30 YRS. EXPERIENCE ● ALL MAKE REPAIRS

● CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS ●  

FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL:

1-800-323-4212
We’re the oldest, biggest and best

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL         BOX 1645, ROCKFORD, IL 61110
Visit our Website at www.lloydhearingaid.com

This is all 
you wear!

IMPOTENCE
SOLVED

COVERED BY MEDICARE
If you have Medicare or
Insurance, you may be eligible
to receive the NEW Encore
Deluxe Erection System at
little or no cost. The NEW
Encore Deluxe System has both
a manual and battery pump.

RATED #1 BY UROLOGISTS
Encore is the only manufacturer
that offers both pumps as one
Deluxe System.

For more information call:

1-800-475-3091

7696 15th St. E. • Sarasota, FL 34243

Legion members can save 
on mortgage, real estate 

and moving

Call 1.866.813.3620
or visit http://legion.myhomebenefits.com

• Hassle free mortgages and $300 closing reward*  

• Expert home selling and buying assistance with 
up to $1,000 or more in rewards* 

•  Plus, move with Allied or northAmerican and 
receive a $250 Bonus Reward**!

*See web site for details
** $250 bonus applies when all three services are used

U . S .  M I L I TARY M EDAL S  &  R I BBO N S

CUSTOM BALL CAPS - NAVY SHIP CAPS

FREE COLOR CATALOG!
FREE SHIPPING!

TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062
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S

VETS SUPPLY LINE
10550 CO RD 81, #218

MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369
WEB SITE: www.MilitaryVetsPX.com

VIAGRA®

Pharmaceutical Grade Alternative
Without Prescription!

(30 tabs) - blue 100mg     $89.95
(60 tabs) - Save $40.00   $129.95
(90 tabs) - Save $70.00   $179.95

Order Today 24 HR Order Line! 

Credit Cards & Check By Phone. 

1-888-527-0870 ext AL-2. 

or Send Check or M.O. To:
P.E. LABS, 1025 SW 59th st

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73109-4902

Free 
Shipping!

Supplies 
Limited!

WWW.USAVEONPILLS.COM

STRONGER
THAN

TOLL
FREE

Viagra® is a registered trademark of Pfizer Co.
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Alaska Cruise 
+ Lake Tahoe and San Francisco

15-Days     from  $1748 * 
Includes NCL’s “Star” for a 7-day cruise to
Ketchikan; Juneau; Sawyer Glacier; Skagway;
and Prince Rupert, BC.  Next a week’s tour
including Washington; the Columbia River; Mt.
St. Helens, and Mt. Rainier; Oregon; two
nights in the beautiful Lake Tahoe/Reno area;
and two nights in San Francisco with included
sightseeing.  *Your price of $1748 (per person,
double occupancy) includes the 7-day cruise
on NCL’s “Star”, 7 nights hotels, baggage
handling, taxes, port charges and sightseeing.

Call for brochure 7 days a week:
YMT Vacations  1-800-736-7300

Call today for a FREE color

catalog of over 150 eye-catching

Classic Military Rings, plus a

Special Report you should read

before buying any service ring:

1-573-221-7786 (24 hr. recorded
message). Or write: Classic Rings,

1209 Broadway, Dept. A-1007,

Hannibal MO 63401.

www.ClassicRings.com
Code A-1007

A Proud Symbol
of Your Service

Page 78



Legion members can SAVE
with discounted pricing on 

state-to-state moving 

Allied Van Lines, Inc. U.S. DOT No. 076235  
North American Van Lines, Inc. U.S. DOT No. 070851

Call 1.800.871.8864
e-mail: alliedmoving@verizon.net

Call 1.800.524.5533
e-mail: navlmoving@comcast.net

Web site: http://legion.myhomebenefits.com

Moving?

MEN
,
SWIDE SHOES

HITCHCOCK SHOES, INC.
Dept. 5M Hingham, MA 02043

1-800-992-WIDE www.wideshoes.com

EEE-EEEEEE
SIZES 5-15
FREE catalog
200 styles

also available
Propecia, Tamiflu, and more
FDA approved medications

order online at viamedic.com
serving customers since 1999

Voted #1 in service and price

Tell The World YOU Served
Military Rings- All Branches
1000’s of styles to choose from

starting at $149
TJ Jewelry

857 E. White Mountain Blvd.
Pinetop, AZ  85935

1-800-544-9706          www.tjjewelry.com

Fine Pendants and Pins

Supporting Key Charities

heroescross.com 1-866-511-HERO

9-11, Troops, 1st Responders
& other Editions

� �

Soapstone is
nature’s most beautiful,
durable, and efficient stove material.
It absorbs twice as much heat as
metal - and releases it steadily
and evenly, long after the fire
has died.  The heat is gentle,
even, and soul satisfying.

WOOD

or
GAS

Enjoy 
Soapstone Warmth

Name_____________________________
Address___________________________
City/State/Zip____________________
E-mail ____________________________

Woodstock Soapstone Co., Inc
66 Airpark Rd., Dept. 3013, West Lebanon, NH 03784

TOLL FREE 1-888-664-8188
www.woodstove.com

FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Save Up To 70%
Hearing Aids! Free Catalog!

P O Box A-3976 Chicago, Il. 60690

1-800-462-5778
Monroe Hearing

Badge-A-Minit, Dept. AL1007, 345 N. Lewis Ave., Oglesby, IL 61348

Call 800•223•4103

Earn $25–$100 Per Hour
Expand your profitability with 
Badge-A-Minit buttons by creating
customized buttons for customers. 
Buttons cost less than 16¢ to make 
and can be sold for $1 or more. 
Only $49.95 $29.95, receive
everything you need to 
make your first twenty-five
21/4" buttons. Request your
FREE catalog or order today!

www.badgeaminit.com
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A retiree is someone who knows it all 
and has plenty of time to tell you about it.

AN INSURANCE SALESMAN tried to 
persuade a housewife that she should 
take out life insurance. “Suppose your 
husband were to die,” he said. “What 
would you get?”

The housewife thought for a while, 
and then said, “Oh, a parrot, I think. 
Then the house wouldn’t seem so quiet.”

BORN AND RAISED in Boston aristoc-
racy, the traveler always felt it his duty to 
correct the language of those around him. 
In line at an airline counter in Atlanta, an 
unintelligible rush of language, dialect and other 
jargon confronted him. Thoroughly confused, he 
didn’t know where to start the inevitable criticism. 
Finally, in exasperation, he observed, “I do wish 
you southerners would speak English.”

“We do,” the woman behind the counter said.
“Well, it’s not the King’s English,” he protested.
“Sure it is,” the woman responded. “Elvis was a 

southerner.”

“LOOK AT ME!” the fi t old man boasted to a group 
of young people. “Fit as a fi ddle! And you want to 
know why? I don’t smoke, I don’t drink, I don’t 
stay up late, and I don’t chase women.” 

He smiled at them. “And tomorrow I’m going to 
celebrate my 90th birthday.”

“Oh, really?” drawled a young man. “How?” 

LAWYER’S CREED: “A man is innocent until 
proven broke.”

TWO MEN WERE SHIPWRECKED on an island. 
The minute they made it to shore, one of them 
started screaming and yelling. “We’re going to die! 
There’s no food, no water! We’re going to die!”

The second man propped himself against a palm 
tree and seemed so calm the fi rst man felt he was 
going crazy. “Don’t you understand?” he yelled. 
“We’re going to die!” 

“You don’t understand. I make $100,000 a week,” 
the second man said.

“What difference does that make? We’re on an 
island with no food and no water.”

“My pastor will fi nd me.”

“ON THIS LATEST TAPE, bin Laden says, ‘A 
happy man is one who dies for his religion.’ Do 
you ever notice the one who is giving the advice is 
never the one blowing himself up?” – Jay Leno

“Imagine! My wife wanted me to wash the car 
in this lousy weather.”

“No one can question our fi rm’s commitment 
to the environment.”

“We’ve decided to support you for the rest of your 
life. It’s cheaper than sending you to college.”
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FOR COMPENSATION INFORMATION:

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death,
please contact:

The David Law Firm, P.C.
Jonathan David*

10655 Six Pines Drive, #260
The Woodlands, TX 77380

(Greater Houston Area)

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing.

Toll Free 1-877-367-6376
Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658

Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras,

are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers.

Asbestos
Cancer Hits

Former 
Sailors

The David Law Firm
“Defeating Today’s Goliaths”

FOR MEDICAL INFORMATION:

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma
patients, please contact:

Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 
Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com

www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658

* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas.
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.

Mesothelioma Web
Hope * Support * Help

The most comprehensive
resource for Mesothelioma
patients and their families.
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